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Consultation Report Guidance

This Consultation Report has been designed to enable the local community and consultees to
find headline issues and information easily within structured chapters and geographical sections
of the Project:

For the purposes of the report, the geographical sections of the Project have been abbreviated
where relevant as follows:

e No specific location (X)

e South Norfolk (SN)

e Mid Suffolk (MS)

e Babergh, Tendring and Colchester (BTC)
e Braintree (BR)

e Chelmsford (CH)

e Basildon and Brentwood (BB)

e Thurrock (TH)

Responses to feedback from the 2024 statutory consultation can be found in Section 9.6 of the
Report.

Responses have been grouped into tables relating to each geographic area (e.g. feedback
relating to South Norfolk is in Table 9.3, Mid Suffolk is in Table 9.4).

Responses have been grouped into headline issues in each geographic area for ease of finding
specific items (e.g. feedback relating to agricultural impacts in South Norfolk can be found in
Table 9.3 from reference 9.3.1 to 9.3.4).

The table below details where you can find information about each headline issue raised during
the 2024 statutory consultation.

Headline issues Reference numbers relating to each geographical section

raised at 2024

statutory SN MS BTC BR CH BB TH
consultation
Agricultural 9-21to 9-3.1to 9-4.1to 9-51to 9-6.1to 9-7.1to 9-81 9-9.1to
impacts 9-2.16 9-34 9-4.2 9-5.9 9-6.3 9-7.2 to9- 9-9.2
8.2
Airfields 9-2.17 9-35to 9-4.3to 9-5.10to 9-6.4to 9-7.3to 9-8.3 9-9.3
to 9- 9-3.13 9-4.10 9-5.21 9-6.5 9-7.5 to 9-
2.34 8.8
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Headline issues
raised at 2024

Reference numbers relating to each geographical section

statutory X SN MS BTC BR CH BB TH
consultation
Community / 9-235 9-3.14 9-4.11to 9-5.22t0 9-6.6t0 9-7.6t0 9-8.9 9-9.410
Social impact to 9- to 9- 9-4.28 9-5.53 9-6.20 9-7.26 to9- 9-9.13
2.86 3.29 8.20
Consultation 9-2.245 9-3.41 9-4.62to 9-5.110 9-6.39 9-7.60 9-8.39 9-9.24
to 9- to 9- 9-4.96 to 9- to 9- to 9- to9- 1to9-
2.723 3.59 5.144 6.42 7.83 851 9.72
Design changes  9-2.724 9-3.60 9-4.97to 9-5.145 9-6.43 9-7.84 9-8.52 9-9.73
to 9- to 9- 9-4.286 to 9- to 9- to 9- to9- to9-
2.837 3.245 5.514 6.141 7.281 8.136 9.137
Economic / 9-2.838 9-3.246 9-4.287 9-5.516 9-6.142 9-7.282 9- 9-9.138
Employment to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.137 to 9-
impact 2.846 4.288 5.517 6.144 7.284 to9- 9.142
8.138
Environmental 9-2.847 9-3.247 9-4.289 9-5,518 9-6.145 9-7.285 9- 9-9.143
impact to 9- to 9-3. t09- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.139 to 9-
2939 263 4.311 5.546 6.157 7.305 to9- 9.150
8.151
Financial 9-2.940 9-3.264 9-4.312 9-5.547 9-6.158 9-7.306 9- 9-9.151
compensation to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.152 to9-
2963 3.267 4.314 5.551 6.160 7.309 to9- 9.153
8.154
Health, safety &  9-2.964 9-3.268 9-4.315 9-5.552 9-6.161 9-7.310 9- 9-9.154
wellbeing to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.155 to 9-
2.1021 3.272 4.319 5.560 6.163 7.317 to9- 9.160
8.157
Heritage o- 9-3.273 9-4.320 9-5.561 9-6.164 9-7.318 9- 9-9.161
2.1022 to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.158 to 9-
to 9- 3.275 4.334 5.575 6.168 7.335 to9- 9.163
2.1156 8.160
Mitigation o- 9-3.279 9-4.340 9-5.580 9-6.170 9-7.337 9- 9-9.164
2.1159 to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.162
to 9- 3.280 4.342 5.585 6.173 7.338 to9-
2.1174 8.164
PROW (Public 9- 9-3.282 9-4.344 9-5.632 9-6.176 9-7.344 9- 9-9.167
Rights of Way) 2.1260 to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.166
to 9- 3.283 4.349 5.636 6.177
2.1272
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Headline issues Reference numbers relating to each geographical section

raised at 2024

statutory X SN MS BTC BR CH BB TH
consultation
Requests 9- 9-3.284 9-4.350 9-5.637 9-6.178 9-7.345 9- 9-9.168
2.1274 to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.167 to 9-
to 9- 3.292 4.352 5.652 6.183 7.349 to9- 9.171
2.1467 8.171
Tourism 9- 9-3.294 9-4.354 9-5.658 9-6.184 9-7.350 9- 9-9.172
2.1505 8.172
to 9-
2.1506
Visual Impact 9- 9-3.295 9-4.355 9-5.659 9-6.185 9-7.351 9- 9-9.173
2.1507 to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.173 to 9-
to 9- 3.299 4.360 5.672 6.188 7.365 to9- 9.174
2.1631 8.175
Wildlife / Ecology 9- 9-3.345 9-4.376 9-5.673 9-6.189 9-7.366 9- 9-9.175
impact 2.1636 to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- to 9- 8.176 to9-
to 9- 3.364 4.403 5.712 6.200 7.383 to9- 9.186
2.1762 8.186

Responses to feedback from the 2025 targeted consultations can be found in Section 10.9 of
this report.

Responses have been grouped into tables relating to each geographic area (e.g. feedback
relating to South Norfolk is in Table 10.22, Mid Suffolk is in Table 10.27) and also into each
location reference (e.g. feedback relating to Norfolk 1 can be found in Table 10.23, Norfolk 2 is
in Table 10.24).

Responses have been grouped into headline issues in each geographic area for ease of finding
specific items (e.g. feedback relating to airfields in South Norfolk can be found in Table 10.22
from reference 10-22.2 to 10-22.16).

The table below details where you can find information about each headline issue raised during
the 2025 targeted consultations.

Headline issues Reference numbers relating to each geographical section

raised at 2025
targeted
consultations

SN MS BTC BR CH BB T

Agricultural impacts 10-21.1 10-22.1 10-27.1 10-34.1 10-39.1 10-42.1 10-46.1 10-51.1

to 10- to 10-
21.2 34.2
Airfields 10-21.3 10-22.2 10-27.2 10-34. None 10-42.2 10-46.2 None
tO 10' to to 3 '[O 10'
21.5 34.4
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Headline issues Reference numbers relating to each geographical section

raised at 2025
targeted
consultations

Community / Social 10-21.6
impact to 10-
21.18

Construction 10-

impacts 21.19to
10-
21.25

Consultation 10-
21.26 to
10-
21.132

Design changes 10-
21.133
to 10-
21.155

Economic / 10-

Employment impact 21.156
to 10-
21.158

Environmental 10-

Impact 21.159
to 10-
21.171

Financial 10-
compensation 21.172

to 10-
21.176

SN

10-
22.16

10-
22.17

10-
22.26

10-
22.27

10-
22.31

10-
22.32

10-
22.36

10-
22.37
to
10-
22.69

10-
22.70

10-
22.71
to

10-
22.79

10-
22.80
to
10-
22.82

MS

10-27.3

BTC

BR

CH

BB

10-27.4 10-34.5 10-39.2 10-42.3 10-46.3

to

10-
27.13

10-
27.14
to

10-
27.18

10-
27.19
to

10-
27.23

10-
27.24
to

10-
27.47

10-
27.48
to

10-
27.50

10-
27.51to
10-
27.58

10-
27.59
to

10-
27.60

to 10-

34.18

10-
34.19to
10-
34.24

10-
34.25to
10-
34.27

10-
34.28 to
10-
34.66

10-
34.67

10-
34.68 to
10-
34.75

10-
34.76 to
10-
34.77

to 10-
39.8

10-39.9
to 10-
39.13

10-
39.14 to
10-
39.15

10-
39.16 to
10-
39.21

10-
39.22

10-
39.23 to
10-
39.25

10-
39.26 to
10-
39.28

to 10-

42.14

10-
42.15to
10-
42.21

10-
42.22 to
10-
42.27

10-
42.28 to
10-
42.65

10-
42.66

10-
42.67 to
10-
42.72

10-
42.73 to
10-
42.75

to 10-
46.13

10-
46.14 to
10-
46.18

10-
46.19

10-
46.20 to
10-
46.26

10-
46.27

10-
46.28 to
10-
46.33

10-
46.34 to
10-
46.35

TH

10-51.2
to 10-
51.7

10-51.8
to 10-
51.10

10-
51.11to
10-
51.14

10-
51.15to0
10-
51.22

10-
51.23

10-
51.24 to
10-
51.29

10-
51.30 to
10-
51.32
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Headline issues
raised at 2025
targeted
consultations

Health, safety &
wellbeing

Heritage

Mitigation

National Landscape
(AONB)

Primary Access
Routes / Haul Road
/ Construction
Compounds

Project Finance /
Costs

PROW (Public
Rights of Way)

Requests

Substation

Reference numbers relating to each geographical section

X

10-
21.177

to 10-
21.196

10-
21.197
to

10-
21.198

10-
21.202

to 10-
21.203

None

10-
21.207

None

10-
21.221

to 10-
21.222

10-
21.223

to 10-
21.239

None

SN

10-
22.83

to

10-
22.85

10-
22.86 to

10-
22.87

10-
22.88

None

None

None

10-
22.89

10-
22.90

None

MS

10-
27.61 to

10-
27.63

10-
27.64 to

10-
27.69

10-
27.70

to 10-
27.71

None

None

None

10-
27.72

10-
27.73 to

10-
27.75

None

BTC

10-
34.78 to
10-
34.80

10-
34.81to
10-
34.83

10-
34.84

10-
34.85 to
10-
34.89

10-
34.90

10-
34.91

10-
34.92

10-
34.93 to
10-
34.95

10-
34.96 to
10-
34.97

BR

10-
39.29to
10-
39.30

10-
39.31to
10-
39.32

10-
39.33

None

None

None

10-
39.34

10-
39.35t0
10-
39.36

None

CH

10-
42.76 to
10-
42.77

10-
42.78 to
10-
42.81

10-
42.82

None

10-
42.83

None

10-
42.84

10-
42.85

None

BB

10-
46.36 to
10-
46.37

10-
46.38

10-
46.39

None

None

None

10-
46.40

10-
46.41

None

TH

10-
51.33

10-
51.34 to
10-
51.35

10-
51.36

None

None

None

10-
51.37

10-
51.38 to
10-
51.39

None
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Headline issues Reference numbers relating to each geographical section

raised at 2025
targeted X SN MS BTC BR CH BB TH

consultations

Technology / None None None 10- None None None None
Operations 34.98
Tourism 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- None 10-
21.252 2291 27.76 3499 39.37 42.86 51.40
Visual Impact 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- 10-
21.253 22.92 27.77 34.100 39.38t0 42.87to 46.42 51.41
to 10_ to to 10' 10' 10'
21.255 10- 34.102 39.39 4291
27.78
Wildlife / Ecology 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- 10- 10-
impact 21.256 22.95to0 27.79 34.103 39.40to 42.92to 46.43to 51.42to
to 10- 10- to 10- to10- 10- 10- 10- 10-

21.268 22.105 2786 34.116 39.45 4299 46.46 51.44

Responses to feedback from the 2025 additional landowner consultation can be found in
Section 11.3 of this report.

Responses have been grouped into tables relating to each geographic area (e.g. feedback
relating to South Norfolk is in Table 11.3, Mid Suffolk is in Table 11.4).

Responses have been grouped into headline issues in each geographic area for ease of finding
specific items (e.g. feedback relating to airfields in South Norfolk can be found in Table 11.3
from reference 11-3.2 to 11-3.6).

The table below details where you can find information about each headline issue raised during
the 2025 landowner consultations.

Headline issues raised Page number relating to each geographical section

at 2025 landowner

consultation X SN MS BTC BR CH BB TH
Agricultural impacts 11-2.1 11- 11- 11-51 11-6.1 11- 11-8.1 11-9.1
to11- 3.1 41to to1l1l- 7.1 to 11-
2.2 11- 5.2 8.2
4.2
Airfields 11-2.3 11- 11- 11-5.3 None 11- 11-8.3 None
to11- 3.2to 4.3to to1l1- 7.2
2.4 11- 11- 5.4
3.6 45
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Headline issues raised
at 2025 landowner

Page number relating to each geographical section

consultation X SN MS BTC BR CH BB TH
Community / Social 11-25 11- 11- 11-55 11-6.2 11- 11-84 11-9.2to
impact to11- 3.7to 46to toll- tol1l- 7.3to toll- 11-9.6
2.16  11- 11- 5.14 6.8 11- 8.11
3.13 4.12 7.8
Consultation 11- 11- 11- 11-5.25 11-6.16 11- 11-8.15 11-9.11
2.23t0 3.18 4.21 to1l- toll- 7.14 to11l-
11- to 11- 5.32 6.18 to 11- 8.17
2.75 4.23 7.15
Design changes 11- 11- 11- 11-5.33 11-6.19 11- 11-8.18 11-9.12 to
276to0 3.19 424 tol1l- toll- 7.16 tol1l- 11-9.14
11- to 11- to11- 5.69 6.36 to 11- 8.29
294  3.37 4.46 7.45
Economic / Employment  11- 11- 11- 11-5.70 11-6.37 11- 11-8.30 11-9.15
impact 2.95t0 3.38 4.47 7.46
11-
2.96
Environmental impact 11- 11- 11- 11-5.71 11-6.38 11- 11-8.31 11-9.16to
297t0 3.39 448 toll- toll- 7.47 11-9.19
11- to 11- to11- 5.77 6.43 to 11-
2.106 3.41 451 7.51
Financial compensation  11- 11- 11- 11-5.78 11-6.44 11- 11-8.32 11-9.20 to
2.107 342 452 tol1l- toll- 752 toll- 11-9.21
to 11- to11- to11- 5.80 6.45 to 11- 8.34
2.109 344 454 7.54
Health, safety & wellbeing 11- 11- 11- 11-5.81 11-6.46 11- 11-8.35 11-9.22
2.110 345 455 to11- toll- 755 to1l1l-
to11- to11- to11l- 5.82 6.47 to 11- 8.36
2.113 3.48 4.57 7.57
Heritage 11- 11- 11- 11-5.83 11-6.48 11- 11-8.37 11-9.23to
2.114 3.49 458 toll- 7.58 11-9.24
to 11- to 11- 5.84 to 11-
2.116 4.59 7.60
Mitigation 11.2- 11- 11- 11-5.85 11-6.49 11- 11-8.38 None
117to 3.50 4.61 7.61
11.2-
118
PROW (Public Rights of  11- 11- 11- 11-5.99 11-6.52 11- None 11-9.25
Way) 2.122 3.53 4.67 7.63
to 11-
2.125

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury



Headline issues raised
at 2025 landowner

Page number relating to each geographical section

consultation X SN MS BTC BR CH BB TH
Requests 11- 11- 11- 11- 11-6.53 11- 11-8.41 11-9.26
2.138 354 468 5.100 7.64
to11- to1ll- to1l1l- to11-
2.141 356 469 5.101
Tourism 11- None None None None 11- None None
2.150 7.65
Visual Impact 11- 11- 11- 11- 11-6.54 11- 11-8.42 11-9.27
2.151 3,57 4.70 5.102 7.66
to11- to11l- to11-
2-152 359 4.71
Wildlife / Ecology impact  11- 11- 11- 11- 11-6.55 11- 11-8.43 11-9.28to
2.153 360 472 5103 toll- 7.67 toll- 11-9.30
to11- to11l- to1l1l- to1l1l- 6.60 to 11- 8.48
2.163 362 4.79 5.112 7.74

Consultation

This Consultation Report provides an overview of the non-statutory, statutory, targeted and
further landowner consultations undertaken by National Grid in support of the Project.

The table below outlines the consultation periods and who National Grid consulted.

Summary

Who National Grid consulted

Consultation  Date

2022 non- 21 April 2022
statutory to 16 June
consultation 2022

Route-wide non-
statutory consultation
which introduced the

Project, explained how

National Grid had

developed the proposals
and sought the views of

the public and
stakeholders.

Local community

Persons with an Interest in
Land (PILSs)

Parish Councils
MPs

Elected representatives in
Local Planning Authorities
(LPAS)

Seldom heard groups

Local interest groups

More information is provided in
Section 5.3 of this report.
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Consultation

Date

Summary

Who National Grid consulted

2023 non-
statutory
consultation

2024 statutory
consultation

27 June 2023
to 21 August
2023

10 April 2024
to 26 July
2024

Route-wide non-
statutory consultation
which presented a

preferred draft alignment

which showed potential
positions for overhead
lines and associated
pylons, a centreline for
the underground cable
sections, Cable Sealing
End (CSE) compounds
and connection

substations. Changes to

the Project following

feedback from the 2022

non-statutory
consultation was
presented as part of
this.

Route-wide statutory
consultation which
sought views and
feedback on the
proposed draft Project
both as a while and its
elements including the
preferred draft
alignment, new CSE

compounds, a new East
Anglia Connection Node

(EACN) substation, an
alternative design at
Waveney Valley,
substation extension
works, and temporary
works.

e Local community

e Persons with an Interest in
Land (PILSs)

Parish Councils

MPs

o Elected representatives in
Local Planning Authorities
(LPAS)

e Seldom heard groups
e Local interest groups

More information is provided in
Section 6.3 of this report.

e Prescribed consultees under
Section 42(1)(a) and Section
42(1)(aa). More information is
provided in Section 8.4 of this
report.

e Prescribed consultees under
Section 42(1)(b) and Section
43. More information is
provided in Section 8.5 of this
report.

e Prescribed consultees under
Section 42(1)(d). More
information is provided in
Section 8.6 of this report.

e Persons with an Interest in
Land (PILs) under Section
42(1)(d) and Section 44,
including Category 1, Category
2 & Category 3 PILs. More
information is provided in
Section 8.7 of this report.

e Secretary of State under
Section 46. More information is
provided in Section 8.8 of this
report.
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Consultation  Date Summary Who National Grid consulted
e Local community under
Section 47. More information is
provided in Section 8.9 of this
report.
2025 targeted 30 January Targeted non-statutory e Local community — bespoke
consultation 2025t0 3 consultation which consultation zones were
March 2025 sought feedback on established in Norfolk and
Norfolk and proposed char)ges to Suff(_)lk. More infprmation is
Suffolk the proposals in Norfolk provided in Section 10.5 of
and Suffolk. this report.
targeted non- e Persons with an interest in land
statutory

consultation

25 February
2025 to 27
March 2025

Essex and
Thurrock
targeted non-
statutory
consultation

18 March 2025

to 17 April
2025

Targeted non-statutory
consultation which
sought feedback on
proposed changes to
the proposals in Essex
and Thurrock.

Targeted statutory
consultation which
sought feedback on
proposed changes to

within the draft order limits of
the relevant bespoke
consultation zones

Parish councils

MPs

Elected representatives in
LPAs

Seldom heard groups

Local interest groups

More information is provided in
Section 10.5 of this report.

Local community — bespoke
consultation zones were
established in Essex and
Thurrock. More information is
provided in Section 10.6 of
this report.

Persons with an interest in land
within the draft order limits of
the relevant bespoke
consultation zones

Parish councils

MPs

Elected representatives in
LPAs

Seldom heard groups

Local interest groups

More information is provided in
Section 10.6 of this report.

Prescribed consultees under
Section 42(1)(a) and Section
42(1)(aa).
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Consultation  Date Summary Who National Grid consulted
Thurrock 3 the proposals in e Prescribed consultees under
statutory Thurrock 3. Section 42(1)(b) and Section

consultation

2025 Further
landowner
consultation

18 July 2025

18 June 2025
to 18 July
2025

10 July 2025
to 22 August
2025

5 June 2025 to Further targeted

consultation with PILs
following certain
localised amendments
to the design of the
Project and in light of
ongoing diligent inquiry

Further targeted
consultation with PILs
following certain
localised amendments
to the design of the
Project and in light of
ongoing diligent inquiry

Further targeted
consultation with PILs
following certain
localised amendments
to the design of the

43.

e Prescribed consultees under
Section 42(1)(d).

e Persons with an Interest in
Land (PILs) under Section
42(1)(d) and Section 44,
including Cat 1 & 2 PILS.

e Secretary of State under
Section 46.

e Local community under
Section 47.

More information is available in
Section 10.7 of this report.

PILs under Section 42(1)(d) and
Section 44:

¢ Newly identified Category 1
PILs

e Newly identified Category 2
PILs

More information is available in
Section 11.2 of this report.

PILs under Section 42(1)(d) and
Section 44

e Category 1 PILs previously
impacted but now impacted
differently

e Category 2 PILs previously
impacted but now impacted
differently

More information is available in
Section 11.2 of this report.

PILs under Section 42(1)(d) and
Section 44:

e Category 3 PILs

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury

11



Consultation  Date Summary Who National Grid consulted

Project and in light of More information is available in
ongoing diligent inquiry  Section 11.2 of this report.

Structure

At the beginning of this report is the Contents page that helps the reader to familiarise
themselves with the structure of the report and directs them to chapters or sections that are
relevant to them. The contents table includes chapters, headings, subheadings, and lists of
tables, figures and appendices.

Layout

The chapters of this Consultation Report are ordered chronologically which ensures that the
information is presented in a logical sequence, making it easy for users to follow the pre-
application process.

Headings and subheadings have been used within each chapter to break these down into
manageable sections. The hierarchical structure (e.g: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3) allows readers to navigate
the content and locate the section they require easily in conjunction with the contents page.

These headings, sub-headings and paragraphs are cross-referenced where required throughout
the report. Other documents that form part of the Development Consent Order (DCO)
application have also been cross-referenced and links to websites have been kept to a
minimum.

Bullet point lists and tables have been used to break up large blocks of text and present
information in a logical and structured way. Graphs and maps are used to summarise key data
and information in a visual manner.

Formatting

Each chapter and appendix has been given a meaningful title and ‘Arial’ in size 12 has been
used to support readability. Clear and simple language has been used to increase the
accessibility of this Consultation Report. Where technical terms, abbreviations or acronyms
have been used, these have been written and explained in full the first time they have been
used in each chapter. There is also a glossary page that explains all acronyms used throughout
the report.

Search

This Consultation Report and appendices are available to view online as a PDF document,
which can be viewed within web browsers. To find specific issues easily, readers can search
keywords, phrases, or locations by using the 'Search’ function without having to read through
the whole document.

Appendices

The appendices contain supplementary material that supports the main text of this Consultation
Report. These are structured chronologically, and readers should refer to these for more in-
depth information.
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Executive Summary

National Grid Electricity Transmission, referred to as ‘National Grid’ within this report, is
developing proposals to upgrade the electricity transmission system in East Anglian between
Norwich and Tilbury.

As part of this, National Grid is developing plans comprising a new 400 kilovolt electricity
transmission connection to approximately 180 km overall length from Norwich Main Substation
to Tilbury Substation via Bramford Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN)
substation and a new Tilbury North substation.

The Project is defined as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), under s14(1)(b)
and s16 of the Planning Act (PA) 2008, and as amended by the PA 2008 (Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects) (Electric Lines) Order 2013, as it involves the installation of a new
electric line above ground of more than 2 km, which would operate at 400 kV in England.

The statutory pre-application consultation for this Project and the development of this report
have been carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act (PA) 2008, the
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
(APFP Regulations) and the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations). The non-statutory consultation was also undertaken
having regard to these principles

The design of the Project has followed a structured project development process that has
integrated technical assessment with stakeholder engagement. Consideration of the feedback
received through consultation and wider stakeholder engagement has been a major contributing
factor in the development of the Project.

This report details all pre-application consultation for the Project, including both statutory and
non-statutory consultation for submission as part of an application for a Development Consent
Order (DCO) for the Project.

National Grid undertook ongoing engagement activities with stakeholders throughout the
development of the proposed Project including outside of the non-statutory, statutory and
targeted consultation periods. This informal or non-statutory engagement was undertaken
through various mechanisms to keep key stakeholders informed about the progress of the
proposed Project, inform the ongoing design of the proposed Project and enable timely
discussions on opportunities and concerns identified.

Chapter 5 of this report provides details of the 2022 non-statutory consultation held from 21
April 2022 to 16 June 2022, including details of the consultation activities undertaken,
representation received and National Grid’s response to these representations.

Chapter 6 of this report provides details of the 2023 non-statutory consultation held between 27
June 2023 to 21 August 2023, including details of the consultation activities undertaken,
representation received and National Grid’s response to these representations.

Chapters 7-9 of this report provide details of the statutory consultation held between 10 April to
26 July 2024, including details of the consultation activities undertaken, representation received
and National Grid’s response to these representations. A total of 12,996 feedback submissions
were received during the consultation period from community stakeholders and consultees,

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 13



along with members of the local community. This comprised of 2,310 feedback questionnaires
(433 paper copies and 1,877 submitted online), 6,499 emails sent to the Project inbox, and
4,187 letters (including 4,099 slips of the same feedback).

This report also provides details on the targeted consultations which took place between
January 2025 and April 2025, and the further landowner consultation took place between June
2025 and August 2025. A total of 900 feedback submissions were received across the targeted
consultation periods from local communities, stakeholders and other consultees. A total of 442
feedback submissions were received from landowners during the further landowner
consultation. This report provides details on the ongoing engagement with landowners.

Over the course of the consultations undertaken since 2022, numerous changes to the design
were proposed by respondents through consultation feedback. Further potential changes arose
as a result of ongoing environmental and engineering assessment work as the design
progressed. The proposed amendments were considered by the Project team and as a result,
the design evolved iteratively.

This report explains how National Grid has had regard to the consultation responses received in
preparing this application.
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1.1

111

1.1.2

1.1.3

114

1.15

1.1.6

1.1.7

1.1.8

Introduction

About National Grid Electricity Transmission

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc sits within the wider National Grid Group;
within the Group there are distinctly separate legal entities, each with their individual
responsibilities and roles. National Grid Group sit at the heart of Great Britain’s
energy system, connecting millions of people and businesses to the energy they use
every day. The Project is being promoted by National Grid Electricity Transmission.

Note that in this Consultation Report, except when referring specifically to other
National Grid Group entities below, the term ‘National Grid’ is used to refer to
National Grid Electricity Transmission.

National Grid Electricity Transmission (National Grid)

National Grid holds the Transmission Licence for England and Wales, and its
statutory duty is to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical
system of electricity transmission and to facilitate competition in the generation and
supply of electricity, as set out in the Electricity Act 1989.

National Grid, as the regulated provider of electricity transmission services in
England and Wales, is regulated by the Office of Gas and Electricity Markets
(Ofgem). Transmission services include maintaining reliable electricity supplies and
offering to construct new transmission system assets for new connections to the
National Electricity Transmission System (NETS).

In accordance with Transmission Licence requirements, National Grid ensures that
the transmission system in England and Wales meets the requirements in respect of
transmission system security and quality of service at all times. As part of this
requirement, National Grid must ensure that sufficient transmission system capability
is provided to meet demand and generator customer requirements and wider
transmission system needs that exist and/or are expected.

When planning changes to the transmission system, National Grid must be efficient,
co-ordinated and economical and have regard to the desirability of preserving
amenity, in line with the duties under s9 and s38 of the Electricity Act 1989.

National Energy System Operator (NESO)

The National Energy System Operator (NESO) is the electricity system operator for
Great Britain. NESO ensures electricity is always where it is needed, and the
transmission network remains stable and secure in its operation.

As of 1 October 2024, NESO became a public body owned by the Department for
Energy Security and Net Zero. It was formerly part of National Grid plc and called the
Electricity System Operator (ESO).
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1.19

1.1.10

1.1.11

1.2

121

NESO has been established to act as the independent organisation responsible for
planning Great Britain’s energy system, looking after and operating the electricity and
gas networks while also offering expert advice to the sector’s decision-makers.

The National Grid ESO (as it was named) published the Holistic Network Design
(HND) report in July 2022 (ESO, 2022a), accompanied by a ‘Network Options
Assessment (NOA) Refresh’ document (ESO, 2022b). The HND sets out a single
integrated transmission network design that supports the large-scale delivery of
electricity generated from offshore wind, with the NOA Refresh indicating which
options are ‘HND critical’.

Ofgem (Ofgem, 2022) has subsequently published the Accelerated Strategic
Transmission Investment (ASTI) decision, which aims to facilitate the achievement of
government targets by streamlining the regulatory approval for the HND critical
projects.

About the Project

The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission
system in East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

e A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately
180 km overall length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via
Bramford Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation
and a new Tilbury North Substation, including:

e Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509
pylons, either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or low
height steel lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of which
would be gantries (typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable Sealing
End (CSE) compounds or existing or proposed substations

e Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be
located through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB1)

e Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect the
overhead lines to the underground cables

e Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a
substation extension at the existing Bramford Substation

e A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN
Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air
Insulated Switchgear (AIS) substation

e A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to
as the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed
to be a Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

1 National Landscape is the rebranded name of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) from 22 November

2023
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1.2.2

1.2.3

1.2.4

1.3

131

1.3.2

Figure 1.1

e Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines
to facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North
Substation to provide connection to the Tilbury Substation

e Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to
facilitate the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for
environmental mitigation and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily for
construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction
equipment and machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction
access.

The Project would be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with
applicable health and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design
safety standards including the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS),
which sets out the criteria and methodology for planning and operating the National
Electricity Transmission System (NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid policies
and processes, which contain details on design standards required to be met when
designing, constructing and operating assets such as those proposed for the Project.

Summary of Project Development

The design of the Project has followed a structured project development process that
has integrated technical assessment with stakeholder engagement. The key stages
with the associated key design outcomes and main outputs that forms the design
evolution process is set out below.

An indication of the Project timelines through to operation (including the pre-
application community consultation) is provided in Figure 1.1 of this report.

Proposed Project Timeline

January 2022 January 2025 - April 2025

Launch

Targeted public consultations

Spring 2022 June 2025 - August 2025
Non-statutory public Further landowner consultation
consultation

2025 From 2027 By 2031

DCO application submission Construction Operational

2022

I 2031
10 April - 26 July 2024 2025-2026

Statutory public consultation DCO examination and decision

Summer 2023
Non-statutory public consultation
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1.4

141

142

1.4.3

144

145

1.4.6

1.4.7

1.4.8

Legislation and National Policy Context

Planning Act 2008

The Project is defined as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), under
s14(1)(b) and s16 of the Planning Act (PA) 2008, and as amended by the PA 2008
(Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects) (Electric Lines) Order 2013, as it
involves the installation of a new electric line above ground of more than 2 km, which
would operate at 400 kV in England.

For an NSIP, the grant of development consent is required by the making of a DCO
under the PA 2008. A DCO may include a range of consents and powers.

The proposed new above ground electricity line would be an NSIP by virtue of the
definitions in the PA 2008. Other development, such as underground cables, may be
granted development consent as associated development within the meaning of s115
of the PA 2008.

S104(2) of the PA 2008 provides that, in deciding applications for development
consent, the Secretary of State (Angela Rayner, July 2024) must have regard to the
relevant National Policy Statements (NPSSs).

The PA 2008 was amended through the adoption of the Localism Act 2011. Under
the Localism Act 2011, the Planning Inspectorate is responsible for the NSIP
planning process. The Planning Inspectorate will allocate a panel of examiners
(known as the ‘Examining Authority’) which will examine the DCO application for the
Project and make a recommendation to the Secretary of State to either grant or
refuse consent.

Electricity Act 1989

Section 9(2) of the Electricity Act 1989 places general duties on National Grid as a
licence holder ‘to develop and maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and economical
system of electricity transmission...". In addition, s38 and Schedule 9 of the Electricity
Act 1989 require National Grid, when formulating proposals for new lines and other
works, to:

‘...have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of conserving flora, fauna
and geological or physiographical features of special interest and of protecting sites,
buildings and objects of architectural, historic or archaeological interest; and shall do
what [it] reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the proposals would have on the
natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features, sites, buildings
or objects’.

National Grid's Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy (National Grid, 2016)
sets out how the company will meet the Schedule 9 duty placed upon it by the
legislation.

National Grid duties are also determined by the terms of its Transmission Licence. As
part of National Grid’s Transmission Licence requirements, the transmission
infrastructure needs to be capable of providing and maintaining a minimum level of
security and quality of supply and of transporting electricity from and to customers.
National Grid is required to ensure that the transmission system remains capable as
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1.4.10

1.4.11

1.4.12

1.4.13

1.4.14

customer requirements change. The transmission system must accommodate
changes in demand, generation, and interconnectors.

National Grid must comply with Standard Condition D3 (Transmission system
security standard and quality of service) of its Transmission Licence. This means that
where the boundary capacity of the Main Interconnected Transmission System
(MITS) is exceeded against the standards, National Grid must resolve the capacity
shortfall under the terms of its Transmission Licence. The standards against which
National Grid assesses these shortfalls are set out in the ‘Design of the Main
Interconnected Transmission System’ section of the National Electricity Transmission
System Security and Quality of Supply Standard (NETS SQSS).

The NETS SQSS also sets out in ‘Generation Connection Criteria Applicable to the
Onshore Transmission System’ that connections to the transmission system must be
secured to meet the identified requirements. Where the SQSS applies, the
generator(s) are considered part of a ‘generation group’ for assessment against
these criteria.

Generators apply to the National Energy System Operator (NESO) for connections to
the NETS in Great Britain. NESO ensures the relevant onshore or offshore
transmission owner undertakes generation connection process studies via the
relevant process and makes a connection offer to the customer for a connection point
and identifies the relevant infrastructure work needed to make the connection. Once
this offer is signed the connection is recorded on the Transmission Entry Capacity
(TEC) Register and forms a contractually binding connection location and timescale
within which the transmission owner, such as National Grid, is required to connect
the generation customer or undertake the works to facilitate their connection.

The Planning and Infrastructure Bill

The Planning and Infrastructure Bill is central to the government’s plan to get Britain
building again and deliver economic growth. The Bill will speed up and streamline the
delivery of new homes and critical infrastructure, supporting delivery of the
government’s Plan for Change milestones of building 1.5 million safe and decent
homes in England and fast-tracking 150 planning decisions on major economic
infrastructure projects by the end of this Parliament. It will also support delivery of the
government’s Clean Power 2030 target by ensuring that key clean energy projects
are built as quickly as possible.

National Planning Policy

NPSs are produced by the government through a parliamentary approval process,
and they present the planning policy framework for all decision making for NSIPs.
They also include the government’s objectives for the development of NSIPs and are
produced for different types of infrastructure development.

In deciding an application for development consent, s104 of the Planning Act 2008
requires the Secretary of State to determine the application in accordance with any
relevant NPS. The following NPSs which came into force on 17 January 2024 are
relevant to the Project:
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e Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) (Department for Energy
Security and Net Zero (DESNZ), 2024a)

e National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) (DESNZ,
2024b)

e National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) (DESNZ,
2024c)

The Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) (DESNZ, 2024a) sets
out national policy for energy infrastructure in combination with the relevant
technology-specific NPS which in this case is National Policy Statement for Electricity
Networks Infrastructure (EN-5). EN-1 (DESNZ, 2024a) emphasises the need for new
energy projects to contribute to a secure, diverse, reliable and affordable energy

supply.

The National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) (DESNZ,
2024b) sets out the government’s policy for nationally significant electricity
transmission networks and, together with EN-1, identifies the information that should
be provided alongside any application for development consent to satisfy their
requirements.

The National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) (DESNZ,
2024c) is also relevant in so far as the NPS includes support for the onshore
infrastructure required to deliver new offshore wind developments.

A more detailed review of the policies contained within the NPSs is set out in the
Planning Statement (document reference 5.6) and the Policy Compliance Document
(document reference 5.7).

2025 Revisions to National Policy Statements

In April 2025, the government launched a consultation on proposed changes to EN-1,
EN-3 and EN-5 that ended on 29 May 2025. The consultation covers updates to all
three NPSs for new energy infrastructure:

e Draft: Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) (DESNZ, 2025a)

e Draft: National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5)
(DESNZ, 2025b)

e Draft: National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3)
(DESNZ, 2025c¢)

Changes consulted upon in the draft 2025 updates to the energy infrastructure NPSs
include alignment with Clean Power 2030 targets and endorsement of the
Centralised Strategic Network Plan. The 2025 revisions have strengthened the
process for delivering major new infrastructure, reinforcing the government’s ambition
to deliver clean power by 2030.

The transitional provisions on the status of the 2025 revisions say:

‘While the review is undertaken, the current suite of energy NPS remain relevant
government policy and EN-1 to EN-5 have effect for the purposes of the PA 2008.
The Secretary of State has decided that for any application accepted for examination
before amending the energy NPSs, the current suite of energy NPS, published in
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2024, should have effect. The amended energy NPSs will therefore only have effect
in relation to those applications for development consent accepted for examination
after the publication of the final amended energy NPSs. However, any emerging draft
energy NPSs (or those amended but not having effect) are potentially capable of
being important and relevant considerations in the decision-making process. The
extent to which they are relevant is a matter for the relevant Secretary of State to
consider within the framework of the PA 2008 and with regard to the specific
circumstances of each development consent order application’.

At the point of submission of the Project, the NPSs designated in January 2024 were
government policy. The application for development consent is accompanied by an
Environmental Statement (ES) (document reference 6.1 to 6.18) which provides the
final assessment of the likely significant effects, associated with the Project during its
construction and operation (including maintenance), after the mitigation hierarchy has
been applied. The ES was prepared in accordance with the relevant requirements of
National Policy Statements EN-1 and EN-5 in force as of 01st April 2025.

The emerging draft of the Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1)
reinforces the approach taken in the ES. The draft revised EN-1 and EN-5 reiterate
the government's commitment to the Clean Power Action Plan 2030, which aims for
at least 95% of the UK's electricity generation to come from clean sources by 2030
and emphasises the urgency and critical national priority (CNP) of developing low-
carbon infrastructure, thereby supporting the need case established in the ES.

The draft revised EN-1 and EN-5 maintain the assessment principles and generic
impact considerations outlined in the current EN-1 and EN-5, ensuring continuity in
evaluating environmental effects. They also introduce enhanced guidance on
biodiversity, flood risk, and climate resilience and the mitigation hierarchy. The ES is
considered to be in compliance with these emerging draft NPSs.

If the revised NPSs are designated prior to a decision being made on the application
for development consent, the Environmental Statement and Planning Statement will
be reviewed for consistency with the newly-designated NPSs, and any additional
requirements would be captured within an errata document post submission. It was
confirmed in Section 51 advice received from the Planning Inspectorate that if the
new NPSs are adopted after the application has been submitted, the Examining
Authority can issue procedural decisions to ask all parties for views on the impacts of
new NPSs.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2024)
Paragraph 5 of NPPF (MHCLG, 2024) states:

‘The Framework does not contain specific policies for nationally significant
infrastructure projects. These are determined in accordance with the decision-
making framework in the PA 2008 (as amended) and relevant national policy
statements for major infrastructure, as well as any other matters that are relevant
(which may include the National Planning Policy Framework)'.

While the NPSs remain the primary decision-making documents, regard must also be
had to any other matters of importance and relevance, which may include relevant
policies in the NPPF.
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2.1.3

About the Consultation Report

Background to the Consultation Report

Norwich to Tilbury is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and
requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (SoS)
via a Development Consent Order (DCO).

The statutory pre-application consultation for this Project and the development of this
report have been carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act
(PA) 2008, the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedure) Regulations 2009 (APFP Regulations) and the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations). The non-
statutory consultation was also undertaken having regard to these principles.

The following guidance has also been taken into account:

e Planning Act (PA) 2008: Guidance on the pre-application process (March 2015),
Department for Communities and Local Government’s (DCLG) (Ref. 1.4)* [Table
4.1 of this report];

*National Grid acknowledges that the above guidance was withdrawn on the 30 April 2024, however
as statutory consultation had commenced on 10 April, prior to the new guidance coming into force,
this consultation was planned in accordance with DCLG guidance as detailed in Section 4.2.

e PA 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
(April 2024)** [Table 4.2 of this report];

**New guidance was published on 30 April 2024. The transitional arrangements are set out in the
Introduction to the National Infrastructure Planning Guidance:

‘There may be occasions when guidance is revised when Applicants have already commenced their
statutory pre-application consultation or after an NSIP application has been submitted for acceptance
or is in pre-examination or examination. It is not the intention for revisions to guidance to compromise
the preparation or progress of applications which are already well underway’

Nonetheless, National Grid complied with the 2024 amendments and as detailed in Table 4-2 of this
report.

e Statutory requirements of the PA 2008 [Table 4.3 of this report];

e The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 (as amended) (Ref. 1) [Table 4.4 of this report];

e The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017 [Table 4.5 of this report];

e The Planning Inspectorate’s Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice
on the Consultation Report (August 2024)* [Table 4.6 of this report];

*National Grid note that this advice was updated on 24 March 2025.
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e The Planning Inspectorate’s Guidance on Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus [Table 4.7 of this report. See also
Appendix M for Adequacy of Consultation Milestone (AoCM)];

e Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice on EIA Notification and
Consultation (September 2024) (Updated March 2025); and

e Planning Act 2008: Guidance related to procedures for the compulsory acquisition
of land (September 2013) (Department for Communities and Local Government
(DCLG) ((DCLG) D. f., 2013).

The 2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations and the targeted (non-statutory)
consultations in 2025 were also undertaken having regard to these principles.

Purpose of the Report

This Consultation Report is National Grid’s report on all pre-application consultation
for the Project, including both statutory and non-statutory consultation for submission
as part of an application for a DCO for the Project.

The requirement to submit a consultation report as part of the application for
development consent is set out in Section 37(3)(c) of the PA 2008.Section 37(7)
confirms that the consultation report is to provide details of:

e How National Grid has carried out consultation in compliance with Section 42,
Section 47 and Section 48 of the PA 2008 in relation to the proposed application;

e Any relevant responses (within the meaning of Section 49(3) of the PA 2008); and

e How National Grid has had regard to any relevant responses (as per Section 49
of the PA 2008).

Accordingly, this report provides a detailed account of the pre-application
consultation activities carried out by National Grid prior to the submission of the DCO
application. It demonstrates that National Grid has complied with the statutory
requirements and explains how relevant responses received were taken account of
prior to the DCO application being submitted.

Structure of the Report

The Report is structured into the following chapters:

e Chapter 1 of this report: Provides an overview of National Grid, including its role
and statutory duties, and introduces the Project, including an overview of project
development to date;

e Chapter 2 of this report: Introduces the Consultation Report and its structure;

e Chapter 3 of this report: Provides a summary of National Grid’s approach to
Statutory Consultation and provides an overview of the non-statutory, statutory
and targeted consultation, and ongoing stakeholder engagement for the Project;

e Chapter 4 of this report: Details how National Grid has complied with statutory
requirements and other guidance,;
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Chapter 5 of this report: Provides an account of the 2022 non-statutory
consultation held from 21 April 2022 to 16 June 2022 detailing consultation
activities undertaken, representations received and National Grid’s response to
these representations;

Chapter 6 of this report: Provides an account of the 2023 non-statutory
consultation held from 27 June 2023 and 21 August 2023 detailing consultation
activities undertaken, representations received and National Grid’s response to
these representations;

Chapter 7 of this report: Provides an overview of activities undertaken in advance
of and to support the statutory consultation, including the development of the
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC);

Chapter 8 of this report: Provides an overview of the Statutory Consultation
approach undertaken from 10 April until 26 July 2024, including the proposals, the
engagement to the prescribed consultees under Section 42(1)(a),Section
42(1)(b), Section 43,Section 42(1)(d) and Section 44. As well as the notification
letters and publicity of these;

Chapter 9 of this report: Summarises the responses received to the Statutory
Consultation and the changes made as a result;

Chapter 10 of this report: Provides an overview of the community and landowner
Targeted Consultations undertaken between 30 January 2025 and 17 April 2025.
This chapter also summarises the responses received to the Targeted
Consultations and the changes made as a result;

Chapter 11 Provides details of the further landowner consultation undertaken be-
tween 18 June 2025 and 22 August 2025 and ongoing engagement. This chap-
ter also summarises the responses

received to the further landowner consultation;

Chapter 12 of this report: Provides an overview of the consultation held as part of
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process;

Chapter 13 of this report: Provides an overview of the adequacy of consultation
milestone, including feedback received from Local Planning Authorities (LPAS);
and

Chapter 14 of this report: Sets out the conclusions of the Report.

2.3.2 Appendices: Provide supporting evidence.

Appendix A of this report: Meetings and correspondence with stakeholders,
including regard had to advice received under Section 51.

Appendix B of this report: 2022 non-statutory consultation
Appendix C of this report: 2023 non-statutory consultation

Appendix D of this report: Infrastructure planning (EIA regulations) 2017
regulation 8 letter to the inspectorate and acknowledgement (Section 46)

Appendix E of this report: Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) and
supporting evidence
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Appendix F of this report: List of prescribed consultees identified and consulted
during statutory consultation and Section 42(1) letter sent

Appendix G of this report: Section 42(1)(d) consultees and supporting
information

Appendix H of this report: Section 47 and Section 48 notices
Appendix | of this report: Section 47 Consultation Materials
Appendix J of this report: Land referencing methodology

Appendix K of this report: Targeted consultation 2025

Appendix L of this report: Further landowner consultation June 2025
Appendix M of this report: Adequacy of Consultation Milestone

Appendix N of this report: Legal Opinions

2.3.3 This Consultation Report is available to view online as a PDF document, which can
be viewed within your web browser. To find specific issues easily, you can search
keywords, phrases, or locations by using the 'Search' function.
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3. Consultation Approach

3.1 Approach to Public Consultation and Engagement

Policy, guidance and approach

3.1.1 National Grid is committed to engaging those communities considered to be affected
by its activities. National Grid’s Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy?
incorporates National Grid’s Schedule 9 Statement relating to the preservation of
amenity and makes the following commitments to consultation when undertaking
electricity works:

e National Grid will promote genuine and meaningful stakeholder and community
engagement; and

e National Grid will meet and, where appropriate, exceed the statutory requirements
for consultation or engagement, and will adopt the following principles to help
National Grid meet this commitment:

— Seek to identify and understand the views and opinions of all the stakeholders
and communities who may be affected by National Grid’s works;

— Provide opportunities for engagement from the early stages of the process
where options and alternatives are being considered and there is the greatest
scope to influence the design of the works;

— Endeavour to enable constructive debate to take place, creating open and
two-way communication processes;

— Ensure that benefits, constraints and adverse impacts of proposed works are
communicated openly for meaningful stakeholder and community comment
and discussion. National Grid will be clear about any aspects of the works that
cannot be altered;

— Utilise appropriate methods and effort in engaging stakeholders and
communities, proportionate to the scale and impact of the works; and

— Provide feedback on how views expressed have been considered and the
outcomes of any engagement process or activity.

3.1.2 These principles informed the approach to consultation/engagement at each stage of
the Project, the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) and the way in which
representations received have been dealt with by the Project team. During the
development of new infrastructure in the UK, it has been necessary for National Grid
to develop procedures and expertise in how to effectively communicate, engage and

2 National Grid’'s commitments when undertaking works in the UK, Our stakeholder, community and amenity policy
(December 2016) https://www.nationalgrid.com/document/356286/download
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consult with stakeholders as part of the Project development, in line with National
Grid’s commitments discussed above.

National Grid’s consultation experience extends from its development of new gas and
electricity transmission projects both prior to and since the introduction of the
Planning Act (PA) 2008. From this experience, the Project has been able to draw
upon effective, tried and tested methods of consultation and engagement and has
been able to adapt these to suit the needs of the local area.

Stakeholder engagement

National Grid developed and refined the consultation strategy for each round of
consultation alongside productive dialogue with the Local Planning Authorities
(LPAs). Engagement was held to ensure a collaborative approach was taken to
planning the consultation.

Prior to the 2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations, National Grid undertook LPA
briefings, sought feedback on the draft consultation strategies and undertook draft
consultation strategy workshops. More information about this approach is detailed in
the 2022 Non-statutory Consultation Report (Appendix B2 of this report) and 2023
Non-statutory Consultation Feedback Report (Appendix C2 of this report).

Similarly, prior to the 2024 statutory consultation, National Grid consulted with LPAs
on the proposed content of the SoCC. Information about LPA consultation on the
SoCC is detailed in Chapter 7 of this report.

National Grid also consulted LPAs on the draft targeted consultation strategies,
detailed in Chapter 10 of this report.

In accordance with the Adequacy of Consultation Milestone (AoCM) guidance,
National Grid consulted LPAs on the adequacy of consultation for the Project, which
is detailed in Chapter 13 of this report.

Feedback on the adequacy of consultation was received from the Essex Suffolk
Norfolk Pylons Action Group who appointed Charles Banner KC to provide his legal
opinions on the 2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations, and again on the 2024
statutory consultation. These opinions raise legal points on the adequacy of
consultation based on the application of the Gunning Principles. Parliament had the
Gunning Principles well in mind in framing the statutory consultation requirements for
DCO applications. National Grid have complied fully with the specific statutory
requirements and the relevant guidance on consultation applicable to DCO
applications which embody the Gunning Principles. These legal opinions along with
National Grid’s response prepared by Russell Harris KC has been included in
Appendix N of this report.

National Grid has sought to engage thoroughly with affected stakeholders throughout
the Project development, whether these stakeholders are individuals, organisations
or prescribed consultees. National Grid has built upon its own knowledge and
experience of consultation by agreeing strategies and methods of engagement with
affected LPAs in advance of formal consultation. More information about ongoing
engagement with LPAs is included in Appendix A of this report.

Consideration of the feedback received through consultation and wider stakeholder
engagement has been a major contributing factor in the development of the Project.
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Figure 3.1

Consultation has been completed at an early stage in the development of proposals
to allow consultees to have a real opportunity to influence the Project.

National Grid undertook ongoing engagement activities with stakeholders throughout
the development of the proposed Project including outside of the non-statutory,
statutory and targeted consultation periods. This informal or non-statutory
engagement was undertaken through various mechanisms to keep key stakeholders
informed about the progress of the proposed Project, inform the ongoing design of
the proposed Project and enable timely discussions on opportunities and concerns
identified.

Meetings with Action Groups

National Grid undertook ongoing engagement with Essex Suffolk Norfolk Pylons
(also known as Pylons East Anglia). This included interactions during public
information events and responding to email queries. National Grid also met with
Essex Suffolk Norfolk Pylons on 1 September and 15 September 2022. Matters
discussed included the Project programme, land access and surveys, and the action
group’s position and suggestions. National Grid will continue to engage with the
action groups as required.

Overview of Consultation

National Grid’s approach to engagement in support of the Project has been to carry
out non-statutory, statutory, and targeted consultation.

Undertaking consultation at a series of Project stages ensured a balance between
consulting early, whilst also having the necessary detail for consultees to provide
meaningful feedback. To support this, at each stage of the consultation process,
clear parameters were set out to explain to consultees the information presented and
how feedback can influence the Project during each specific stage of consultation.

An indication of the Project timelines through to operation (including the pre-
application community consultation) is provided in Figure 3.1 of this report.

Proposed Project Timeline

January 2022 January 2025 - April 2025

LLaunch

Targeted public consultations

Spring 2022 June 2025 - August 2025
Non-statutory public Further landowner consultation
consultation

2025 From 2027 By 2031

DCO application submission Construction Operational

2022

! ! I

10 April - 26 July 2024 2025-2026
Statutory public consultation DCO examination and decision

Summer 2023
Non-statutory public consultation
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National Grid undertook consultation as follows:

e The first non-statutory consultation was held between 21 April 2022 and 16 June
2022.

e The second non-statutory consultation was held between Tuesday 27 June 2023
and Monday 21 August 2023

e A statutory consultation was held between 10 April 2024 and 26 July 2024.
e Targeted consultations were held, as follows:

— Norfolk and Suffolk targeted non-statutory consultation was held between 30
January 2025 and 3 March 2025;

— Essex and Thurrock targeted non-statutory consultation was held between 25
February 2025 and 27 March 2025; and

— Thurrock 3 targeted statutory consultation was held between 18 March 2025
and 17 April 2025.

e Further landowner consultation was held between 5 June 2025 and 22 August
2025.

At the 2022 non-statutory consultation, National Grid presented information on how
the Project was evolving from the evaluation of strategic options to a preliminary
preferred graduated swathe within which new infrastructure (pylons and underground
cables) could be located as well as a proposed new substation site on the Tendring
Peninsula. Following the conclusion of this consultation, National Grid analysed the
feedback received and, along with further technical studies and design work,
developed the Project design ahead of the 2023 non-statutory consultation.

At the 2023 non-statutory consultation, National Grid presented a preferred draft
alignment showing pylon positions, underground cables, Cable Sealing End (CSE)
compounds and connection substations. The feedback received at this consultation
was considered alongside the findings of our ongoing environmental assessments
and technical studies to help identify the proposals presented at statutory
consultation.

At the 2024 statutory consultation, National Grid presented a preferred draft
alignment showing potential pylon positions, underground cables, new CSE
compounds and new connection substations. The feedback received at this
consultation was considered alongside the findings of environmental and engineering
studies to help identify the proposals presented at targeted consultation.

At the 2025 targeted consultations, National Grid presented proposed changes to the
proposals in specific areas. At the Norfolk and Suffolk non-statutory targeted
consultation, National Grid presented proposed changes to the location of temporary
construction laydown areas, minor changes to the Order Limits, and a new temporary
construction compound. At the Essex and Thurrock non-statutory targeted
consultation, National Grid presented proposed minor changes to the Order Limits
and changes to the location of temporary construction compounds and laydown
areas. At the Thurrock 3 statutory targeted consultation, National Grid presented
proposed changes to the substation connection point at the southern end of the
route, including proposals to construct a new substation. Each round of targeted
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consultation included proportionate and appropriate information on the environmental
implications of any changes. The feedback received during each targeted
consultation has been considered to help refine the Project before submission.
Changes made as a result of this feedback are detailed in this report which is being
submitted as part of the DCO Application.

At the 2025 further landowner consultation, National Grid undertook additional
consultation and engagement with PILs on certain localised amendments made to
the design of the Project and as a result of new information identified during ongoing
diligent inquiry. The feedback received during the further landowner consultation has
been considered and changes made as a result of feedback are detailed in this
report.

At the non-statutory, statutory, and targeted consultations National Grid sought to
identify and understand the views and opinions of all the stakeholders and
communities who may be affected by the works. National Grid consulted with
stakeholders at an early stage to ensure technical advice and local knowledge was
taken into account in the early development of the Project. These stakeholders
included local councils, elected representatives, local residents, PILs, hard-to-reach
groups, and local interest groups.

National Grid gave stakeholders and members of the public digital and non-digital
opportunities to engage with the proposals through a dedicated website, public
events and webinar events as well as via email, phone and Freepost.

At the further landowner consultation, National Grid sought to understand the views
of PILs who had been previously consulted during the non-statutory, statutory and
targeted consultations, but were impacted differently due to certain localised
amendments made to the design of the Project. During this consultation, National
Grid also sought to identify and understand the views of PILs which had been newly
identified due to design changes, changes in land ownership or from ongoing diligent
inquiry.

Summaries of the non-statutory, statutory, targeted and further landowner
consultations can be found in Sections 3.2- 3.6 of this report.

More in-depth information on both 2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations and
how the feedback received at both consultations helped influence and shape the
proposals to date can be found in the 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback
Report and the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback Report. These are
available on the Project website and Appendix B and Appendix C respectively.

More in-depth information on the 2024 statutory consultation and how the feedback
received has helped influence and shape the proposals to date can be found in
Chapters 8 and 9 of this report.

More in-depth information on the 2025 targeted consultations and how the feedback
received has helped influence and shape the proposals to date can be found in
Chapter 10 of this report.

More in-depth information on the 2025 further landowner consultations and how
feedback received has helped influence and shape the proposals to date can be
found in Chapter 11 of this report.
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Scope for consultation

For both the non-statutory and statutory consultations, National Grid identified a
Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) for the Project, which was based on a 1 km buffer
from the draft Order Limits. The PCZ was updated for each round of non-statutory
and statutory consultation. At the launch of each stage of the non-statutory and
statutory consultation, National Grid wrote to all homes within the PCZ and placed
adverts in local papers and on social media. For each round of non-statutory
consultation, the PCZ contained approximately 50,000 addresses. For the statutory
consultation, the PCZ was updated to reflect the Project’s evolution and contained
approximately 77,000 addresses. Paper copies of the key consultation documents
were also placed at inspection points in publicly accessible venues — libraries and,
where possible, council offices — along the route. Alternative formats of the
documents were available on request.

National Grid also identified a Secondary Consultation Zone (SCZ) for the non-
statutory and statutory consultations, which extended to 4 km from the edge of the
proposals. The purpose of the SCZ was to identify stakeholders who were less likely
to be directly affected by the proposed Project but may still be impacted, for instance
by construction traffic and long-distance views. The SCZ was used to identify the
relevant newspapers in circulation in the SCZ for the purpose of advertising the
consultation. The SCZ was also used to identify Members of Parliament (MPs) to
consult with for the Project, who’s constituencies lay all or partially within the SCZ.

For the targeted non-statutory consultations, National Grid identified bespoke
consultation zones for each targeted consultation location to include nearby
properties likely to be affected. These were created following the principle that each
consultation zone should be appropriate and proportionate in relation to the type and
potential impact of the change. Where it was appropriate, potential changes were
grouped with a single consultation zone covering the grouped changes.

For the targeted statutory consultation, National Grid identified a consultation zone
which included people and businesses with property postcodes within 1 km of the
proposed new substation location, permanent assets and changes to the overhead
lines. The zone also included postcodes 250 m from the proposed Order Limits for
the modifications to the existing overhead lines, and postcodes 250 m from primary
access routes (PARS).

For the further landowner consultation, National Grid identified PILs who had been
previously consulted but were impacted differently and identified new PILs, which
may have arisen from design changes, changes in land ownership or from ongoing
diligent inquiry. More information on the ongoing diligent inquiry can be found in
Section 8.7 of this report.

Summary of the 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation

In Spring 2022, a non-statutory public consultation was held for a period of eight
weeks, between 21 April 2022 and 16 June 2022. This consultation introduced the
Project, explained how National Grid had developed its proposals, and sought the
views of the public and stakeholders.
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The selected preferred route corridor and graduated swathe were presented at the
2022 non-statutory consultation. This indicated where an alignment had good
potential to be routed, with darker shaded areas where we considered an alignment
is more likely to be located than those areas in the lighter parts of the swathe, based
on the information available to us at that time. This was indicative and subject to
further assessment work, and the feedback we received at consultation. The choice
of technology and other routing matters also remained open to further consideration.

The feedback received during the 2022 non-statutory consultation was carefully
reviewed and considered, alongside ongoing environmental and engineering studies.
We also backchecked and reviewed our previous studies. No final decision as to the
means of reinforcement was made at this stage.

In summary, changes made as a result of feedback from the 2022 non-statutory
consultation included:

e Alternative corridor diverting from the crossing of the A1066 to pass to the east of
Wortham Ling;

e Alternative corridor diverting to the east at the south of Offton, then paralleling the
existing 132 kV overhead line route to the east of Flowton and connecting into
Bramford Substation;

e Alternative corridor to connect the underground cable route through the Dedham
Vale National Landscape (an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)) to the
proposed CSE compound to the south of Notley Enterprise Park;

e Alternative corridor further east of Ingatestone; proposal to amend the graduated
swathe to the south of Bramford Substation to facilitate an alignment to the east of
the preferred corridor;

e Proposal to continue the underground cable through the National Landscape to
the East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) substation;

e Proposal to adopt underground cable technology in the vicinity of Great Horkesley
for a distance of around 5.3 km;

¢ Amendment to the corridor to the west of Writtle;

e Proposal to restrict the graduated swathe and alignment to the eastern edge of
the preferred corridor to reduce interaction with the Dunton Hills Garden Village
(DHGV) development proposal,

e Proposal to adopt underground cable technology from the north of the Lower
Thames Crossing (LTC) proposals within the western corridor through into Tilbury
Substation;

e Proposal to amend the graduated swathe to facilitate an alignment to the north of
Fairstead; and

e Proposal to amend the graduated swathe to pass to the east of Bushey Wood to
increase distance from properties on Woodhall Hill.

Table 3.1 of this report provides an overview of key activities during the 2022 non-
statutory consultation. Further information can be found in Chapter 5 and full details
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are provided in the 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback Report in

Appendix B of this report.

Table 3.1  Summary of 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation Activities

Date Activity

Details

28 April 2022 to 28

May 2022 Public information events

22 April 2022 t0 9

June 2022 Public webinars

During the 2022 non-
statutory Telephone / video appointments
consultation

During the 2022 non-
statutory Inspection points
consultation

Presentations to district/ county/
borough councils, parish councils
and seven MPs

14 April 2022 to 5
July 2022*

12 public information events were
held at suitable locations along the
proposed route. The events were
held at various times and dates
within this period.

12 public webinars held at various
times and dates within this period.
There were five general overview
webinars and one section specific
webinar for each area.

13 sessions were held, as
requested, to provide the opportunity
to speak one-to-one with technical
experts across the Project.

Project documents were made
available at 13 locations within the
2022 consultation zone at various
points with stock levels regularly
being checked and replenished
during the consultation period.

26 sessions were held to explain the
proposals, support stakeholder and
consultee relationships and to
promote the 2022 non-statutory
consultation.

*Three briefings had to be re-scheduled and were held after the close of the 2022 non-statutory consultation.

3.3 Summary of the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation

3.3.1 In summer 2023, additional non-statutory public consultation was held for a period of
eight weeks, between 27 June 2023 and 21 August 2023. The feedback received
from the 2022 non-statutory consultation helped to shape and guide the development
of the proposals presented at the 2023 non-statutory consultation. The 2023 non-
statutory consultation presented a preferred draft alignment which showed potential
positions for overhead lines and associated pylons, a centreline for the underground
cable sections, CSE compounds and connection substations. Changes to the
Project, both inside and outside of the 2022 preferred draft corridor were presented

as part of this.
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3.3.2

3.3.3

3.3.4

The feedback received during the 2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations was
carefully reviewed and considered, alongside the findings of environmental and
engineering studies. We also backchecked and reviewed previous studies. No final
decisions as to the means of reinforcement were made.

In summary, changes made as a result of feedback from the 2023 non-statutory
consultation included:

e South of Norwich Main Substation between RG1 and RG7;

e Around 2 km in the Waveney Valley between approximately RG84 and RG90
(potential for the use of underground cable on a slightly modified alignment
referred to as the Waveney Valley Alternative);

e East of Wortham near Brook Farm Airstrip between RG90 and RG100;
e North and west of Mellis Common between RG103 and RG116;

e South of Offton between RG191 to RG200; to the north of the National Landscape
(an AONB) between approximately JC26 to JC34, moving the CSE compound to

the north of Raydon airstrip;

e Moving the western CSE compound at Fairstead to the east; and

e Adoption of the existing gas pipeline corridor at Dunton Hills for the overhead line

alignment.

Table 3.2 provides an overview of key activities during the

2023 non-statutory consultation. Further information can be found in Chapter 6 of
this report and full details are provided in the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation
Feedback Report in Appendix C of this report.

Table 3.2 Summary of 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation Activities

Date Activity Details
12 public information events were held at
6 July 2023 to Public information events suitable locations along the proposed route.
21 July 2023 The events were held at various times and
dates within this period.
5 July 2023 to Public webinars Four online public webinars held at various
17 August 2023 times and dates within this period.
Paper copies of Project documents were
made available at 13 locations within the
27 June 2023 to Inspection boint Locations consultation zone throughout the 2023 non-
21 August 2023 P P statutory consultation with stock levels

regularly being checked and replenished
during the consultation period.

Briefings were offered to 12 councils, 205

Briefings to district/ county/ parish councils and 15 MPs with
27 June 2023 to borough councils, parish i ' ithin the vicinity of th
21 August 2023 g P constituencies within the vicinity of the

councils and MPs Project. Briefings provided an overview and
background to the Project; the proposals and
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Date

Activity Details

29 June 2023 to
30 June 2023

information about the 2023 non-statutory
consultation.

Nine advertisements in local and regional
newspapers, online media and social media
providing information about the 2023 non-
statutory consultation and how to get
involved.

Direct mailings to the PCZ — community
newsletter and Project contact details to
within 1 km edge of the preferred corridor;

Promotional Activity —
press and social media,
direct mailing

3.4

34.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

Summary of the 2024 Statutory Consultation

In summer 2024, a statutory consultation was held for a period of 15 weeks, between

10 April 2024 and 26 July 2024. This period includes a five-week extension to the
consultation following the announcement of the General Election. The extension

provided people with additional time to have their say and provide their feedback on

the proposals after the General Election, which was held on Thursday 4 July 2024.

The feedback received during the statutory consultation (along with the 2022 and

2023 non-statutory consultations) was carefully reviewed and considered, alongside

the findings of environmental and engineering studies.
In summary, design changes since the 2024 statutory consultation include:

e In Swardeston, changes to the location of the temporary construction laydown

areas on the land around Norwich Main Substation and related haul roads, as well

as minor amendments to the draft Order Limits.

e In Forncett St Mary, changes to the location of pylons to reduce the impact on the
site used for flying model aircraft along with other minor amendments to the draft

Order Limits.

e In Cargate Common, repositioning of pylons between Tibenham and Bunwell Hill.
There were also several changes to the temporary and permanent accesses and

haul road. A section of the existing lower voltage electricity overhead line would

be replaced with underground cables which would minimise the need for tree
removal.

e Relocating temporary construction laydown area near Winfarthing and minor
amendments to the draft Order Limits.

e Repositioning of the line of pylons between Palgrave and Mellis, including the
removal of 2 km of existing overhead line which would be replaced with
underground cable. This would reduce visual impacts on nearby properties and
allow flight activity at the nearby airstrip to continue. Amendments to temporary
and permanent access arrangements.

e Repositioning of the alignment further away from the village of Gislingham and to

the west of the railway track. The construction compound would also be
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repositioned, allowing for better screening, reducing potential impacts on veteran
trees.

In Mendlesham, moving the alignment near Cat Hill, increasing the distance to
properties. Relocating temporary access arrangements and haul road.

Adding a temporary 132 kV construction compound near Needham Market,
facilitating the undergrounding of the existing UK Power Networks (UKPN) 132 kV
overhead line.

Repositioning of the route for 132 kV underground cables near Offton, as well as
near Raydon, and repositioning the temporary works access and compound near
Holton St Mary.

Repositioning of the underground cable route near Langham to the west of the
previous alignment proposed at statutory consultation and diverting the alignment
west after crossing the River Stour, avoiding parts of the Langham Hall Estate.

Repositioning the underground cable and overhead line alignments before they
enter the EACN substation east of Ardleigh.

In Little Bromley, repositioning a section of permanent private access to the south
of the location proposed at statutory consultation.

In Surrex, repositioning the alignment to the east of the position presented at
statutory consultation.

Moving the alignment further southeast in Feering.

Extending the draft Order Limits south of Great Leighs, between pylons TB128
and TB133.

In Great and Little Waltham changing the alignment as well as changing the pylon
design from full height lattice pylons to lower height lattice pylons.

In Margaretting, moving the temporary construction laydown area from a site
close to Ivy Barns Lane to the north-west of the location proposed at statutory
consultation, in response to feedback from nearby residents.

Taking down a section of the existing 132 kV overhead line in Havering’s Grove
and replacing it with underground cable.

Near Little Burstead, moving the alignment to the east of the alignment proposed
at statutory consultation

Repositioning the temporary construction access and laydown area location near
Dunton Wayletts to the south of its location presented at statutory consultation.

In Dunton, repositioning the existing UK Power Networks (UKPN) 132 kV
overhead line close to Lower Dunton Road. minor amendments to the draft Order
Limits.

Repositioning the alignment near Bulphan to allow the close paralleling of the
existing 132 kV overhead line near Langdon Hills Golf Club as well as using lower
height lattice pylons from TB238 to TB243 (previously presented at statutory
consultation as TB235 to TB242) to reduce the impacts on Thurrock Airfield.
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e Changing the substation connection point at the southern end of the route. Rather
than connecting at the existing Tilbury Substation, building a new Tilbury North
substation 5 km to the north, close to Orsett and between the villages of Linford
and Chadwell St Mary. The substation would be located where we had previously
proposed to build a CSE compound.

3.4.4 Table 3.3 of this report provides an overview of key activities during the 2024
statutory consultation. Further information can be found in Chapter 8 of this report.

Table 3.3  Summary of 2024 Statutory Consultation Activities

Date Activity Details

24 April 2024 - Public information 14 public information events were held at

17 May 2024 events suitable locations along the proposed route. The
events were held at various times and dates
within this period.

17 April 2024 - Public webinars Six online public webinars held at various times

18 July 2024 and dates within this period.

10 April 2024 —  Inspection point Paper copies of Project documents were made

26 July 2024 Locations available at 24 locations within the consultation
zone throughout the 2024 statutory consultation
with stock levels regularly being checked and
replenished during the consultation period.

10 April 2024 - Briefings to district/ Briefings were offered to 16 councils and five

15 July 2024 county/ borough Members of Parliament with constituencies

councils, parish within the vicinity of the Project. Briefings
councils and MPs provided an overview and background to the

Project; the proposals and information about the
statutory consultation and how to provide
feedback.

10 April 2024 -  Promotional Activity — Advertisements in local and regional

20 June 2024

press and social media,

direct mailing

newspapers, online media and social media
providing information about the 2024 statutory
consultation and how to get involved.

Direct mailing to the PCZ — community
newsletter and Project contact details to within 1
km edge of the preferred corridor.

3.4.5 The feedback from the 2024 statutory consultation has been used (along with the
feedback from the non-statutory consultations, targeted consultations and ongoing
stakeholder engagement) to inform the final designs put forward in the application for
development consent.
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3.5

351

3.5.2

3.5.3

3.5.4

3.55

3.5.6

3.5.7

3.5.8
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Summary of the Targeted Consultations

National Grid held further targeted consultations to provide stakeholders, the public
and Persons with an Interest in Land (PILs) the opportunity to provide feedback on
proposed changes to the proposals in specific areas.

As the proposed changes would not fundamentally change the Project as a whole, a
targeted consultation approach was used in line with guidance in paragraph 20 of the
PA 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
(NSIPs) issued in April 2024 by the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities (now Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government).

National Grid took a combined approach of statutory and non-statutory targeted
consultations as follows:

e Norfolk and Suffolk targeted non-statutory community consultation and
consultation of PILs: Thursday 30 January to Monday 3 March 2025;

e Essex and Thurrock targeted non-statutory community consultation and
consultation of PILs: Tuesday 25 February to Thursday 27 March 2025; and

e Thurrock 3 targeted statutory community consultation and consultation of PILs:
Tuesday 18 March to Thursday 17 April 2025.

A targeted statutory consultation for Thurrock 3 was decided as the proposed
changes to existing overhead lines and primary access routes (PARS) in Tilbury
could affect new communities, residents and landowners in the area.

The targeted statutory consultation was conducted in accordance with the principles
of the PA 2008 and in line with the principles and methods set out in the SoCC. This
provided stakeholders, the public and PILs the opportunity to provide feedback on
proposed changes to the Project in specific areas, before finalising the Project for
submission.

The feedback received during the targeted consultations (along with the 2022 and
2023 non-statutory consultations and the 2024 statutory consultation) was carefully
reviewed and considered.

In summary, design changes as a result of the 2025 targeted consultations include:
e Amended pylon locations and heights at the Walthams
e Amended pylon locations at the crossing of Orsett Golf Course

e Change to UKPN undergrounding route to reduce impacts to solar development
substation

e Changes to UKPN / arrangements around Tilbury North substation
e Movement of the CSE compound north of Raydon to avoid flood zone

e Other haul road, compound, pylon movements within the Order Limits / to be
done through commitments within the Limits of Deviation (LoD)

Table 3.4 provides an overview of key activities during the 2025 targeted
consultations. Further information can be found in Chapter 10 of this report.
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Table 3.4  Summary of 2025 Targeted Consultation Activities

Date Activity

Details

Norfolk and Suffolk targeted non-statutory community consultation and consultation of

PILs

A s42(1)(d) consultation letter was mailed to
PILs to inform them of the targeted
consultations.

28 January 2025 to
3 February 2025

11 February 2025  Three public webinars held at various times
to 13 February within this period.

Advertisements were placed in local and
30 January 2025 regional newspapers to promote the
targeted consultations.

During the targeted The Project website was updated to publish
consultation (30 information on the Project along with
January 2025 to 17 consultation materials and historical Project
April 2025) information.

During the targeted Briefings were offered to all district and
consultation unitary councils.

233 PILs were written to in
letters posted in the week
commencing 28 January
2025.

Three newly identified PILs
were written to in letters
posted in the week
commencing 3 February
2025.

In total 49 stakeholders and
members of the public
attended the webinars.

Advertisements were
placed in the following
newspapers:

Eastern Daily Press; and
East Anglian Daily Times.

During the targeted
consultation period the
Project website received
17,319 views.

Briefings took place with
five councils and three
parish councils.

Essex and Thurrock targeted non-statutory community consultation and consultation of

PILs

A s42(1)(d) consultation letter was mailed to
PILs to inform them of the targeted
consultations.

24 February 2025
to 10 March 2025

302 PILs were written to in
letters posted in the week
commencing 24 February
2025.

Five newly identified PILs
were written to in letters
posted in the week
commencing 3 March 2025.

One newly identified PIL
was written to in a letter
posted in the week
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Date Activity

Details

17 March 2025 and Three public webinars held at various times
18 March 2025 within this period.

Bookable in-person sessions were held to
provide an opportunity to view 3D

12 March 2025 to  visualisations of proposed changes to

15 March 2025 pylons and the impact on the landscape.
Three sessions were held at various times
within this period.

Advertisements were placed in local and
25 February 2025  regional newspapers to promote the
targeted consultations.

During the targeted The Project website was updated to publish
consultation (30 information on the Project along with
January 2025 to 17 consultation materials and historical Project
April 2025) information.

During the targeted Briefings to district/ county/ borough
consultation councils, parish councils and MPs

commencing 10 March
2025.

In total 46 stakeholders and
members of the public
attended the webinars.

In total 77 stakeholders and
members of the public
attended the sessions.

Advertisements were
placed in the following
newspapers:

e Eastern Daily Press;

e East Anglian Daily
Times.

During the targeted
consultation period the
Project website received
17,319 views.

Briefings took place with
seven councils, and one
parish council.

Thurrock 3 targeted statutory community consultation and consultation of PILs

A s42(1)(d) consultation letter was mailed to
14 March 2025 PILs to inform them of the targeted
consultation.

2 April 2025 and 8

April 2025 Two public webinars held on these dates

Two public information events were held on
25 March 2025 and these dates, providing the opportunity to
27 March 2025 view materials and speak to members of the
Project team.

Paper copies of the targeted consultation
materials were made available at public
inspection points.

During the targeted
consultation

70 PILs were written to in
letters posted in the week
commencing 14 March
2025.

In total eight stakeholders
and members of the public
attended the webinars.

In total 25 stakeholders and
members of the public
attended the public
information events.

Materials were made
available at three public
inspection points, including:

e Tilbury Library;
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Date Activity

Details

18 March 2025 and Advertisements were placed in local and
20 March 2025 regional newspapers

During the targeted The Project website was updated to publish
consultation (30 information on the Project along with
January 2025 to 17 consultation materials and historical Project
April 2025) information.

Briefings to district/ county/ borough
councils, parish councils and Members of
Parliament (MPs)

During the targeted
consultation

e Chadwell Library; and
e East Tilbury Library.

Advertisements were
placed in the following
newspapers:

e Eastern Daily Press;

e East Anglian Daily
Times; and

e Essex Chronicle.

During the targeted
consultation period the
Project website received
17,319 views.

One briefing took place with
Thurrock Council on 24
March 2025.

3.5.9 The feedback from the 2025 targeted consultations has been used (along with the
feedback from the non-statutory consultations, statutory consultation and ongoing
stakeholder engagement) to inform the final designs put forward in the application for

development consent.

3.6 Summary of the further Landowner Consultations

3.6.1 National Grid held further landowner consultations to provide previously consulted
PILs and newly identified PILs the opportunity to provide feedback on certain

localised amendments made to the design of the Project.

3.6.2 This further landowner consultation and engagement included:

e Consultation under Section 42(1)(d) with PILs that have been previously

consulted but were impacted differently; and

e Consultation under Section 42(1)(d) with new PILs identified after the close of the
targeted consultation, which may have arisen from design changes having
introduced new land parcels into the Order Limits; from changes in land
ownership within the previous Order Limits; or from ongoing diligent inquiry
identifying new land interests. More information about the ongoing diligent inquiry

is available in Section 8.7 of this report.

3.6.3 Consultation with PILs took place as follows:

e Newly identified Cateogry 1 and Category 2 PILs: 5 June 2025 to 18 July 2025;

e Previously consulted Category 1 and Category 2 PILs: 18 June 2025 to 18 July

2025; and
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e Category 3 PILs: 10 July 2025 to 22 August 2025.

3.6.4 Table 3.5 provides an overview of key activities during the 2025 further landowner
consultations. Further information can be found in Chapter 10 of this report.

Table 3.5  Summary of 2025 further Landowner Consultation Activities

Date Activity Details

5 June 2025 to 18
July 2025

18 June 2025 to
18 July 2025

10 July 2025 to
22 August 2025

An information pack was mailed to
PILs to inform them of the
consultation deadline. The
information pack contained:

e Introduction letter about the
Project;

e Section 42 consultation letter;

e Voluntary negotiations letter from
Fisher German;

Feedback questionnaire and
prepaid envelope;

e Land Right Strategy document;

e Guide to Reading Plans
document;

e Data Privacy Notice document;
and

e Individual land plan.
An information pack was mailed to
PILs to inform them of the

consultation deadline. The
information pack contained:

e Section 42 consultation letter;

e Voluntary negotiations letter from
Fisher German;

Feedback questionnaire and
prepaid envelope;

e Land Right Strategy document;

e Guide to Reading Plans
document;

e Data Privacy Notice document;
and

¢ Individual land plan.

An information pack was mailed to
PILs to inform them of the
consultation deadline. The
information pack contained:

242 newly identified Category 1 and
Category 2 PILs were written to in
letters posted in the week
commencing 2 June 2025.

1,740 Category 1 and Category 2
PILs were written to in letters posted
in the week commencing 16 June
2025.

1,038 Category 3 PILs were written
to in letters posted in the week
commencing 7 July 2025.
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Date Activity Details

o Cover letter explaining Category 3
interests

e Section 42 consultation letter;

e Feedback questionnaire and
prepaid envelope; and

e Data Privacy Notice document.

During the further The Project website was available

landowner with published information on the
consultation Project.
3.6.5 The feedback received during the further landowner consultations was carefully

reviewed and considered.
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4. Legislative Compliance

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 The Planning Act (PA) 2008 introduced a new consenting procedure for Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). NSIPs are projects of certain types, over a
certain size, which are considered by the Government to be of national importance,
hence permission to build them needs to be given at a national level, by the relevant
Secretary of State (SoS) (in this case the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero).

4.1.2 Under Section 14(1)(b) and Section 16 of the PA 2008 and the Planning Act (Electric
Lines) Order 2013 a project that involves the installation of an electric line above
ground of more than 2 km, which will operate at 400 kV in England, is classified as
an NSIP.

4.1.3 The Project meets the threshold of an NSIP, as defined under Part 3 of the PA 2008,
hence National Grid requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) to authorise the
delivery of the Project.

4.1.4 Section 104 of the PA 2008 states at (2)(a) that the Secretary of State must have
regard to any National Policy Statement (NPS) which has effect in relation to
development of the description to which the application relates.

4.1.5 This Consultation Report has been produced to satisfy Section 37(3) and Section
37(7) of the PA 2008 and accompanies National Grid’s DCO application. In
accordance with Section 37(7)(a) of the Planning Act 2008, this Consultation Report
and its associated appendices demonstrate that National Grid has complied with the
relevant sections of the Planning Act 2008 relating to pre-submission consultation.
This section of the report details how National Grid has complied with the statutory
pre-application consultation requirements set down in the PA 2008, specifically:

e consult with prescribed consultees (Section 42);

e consult with the community (Section 47);

e publicise the proposed application (Section 48);

e have regard to consultation responses (Section 48) and

e have regard to the government's guidance on the pre-application stage (Section
50)

4.2 Compliance with PA 2008: Guidance on the pre-application
process

4.2.1 Table 4.1 of this report sets out how National Grid has complied with the guidance,
PA 2008: Guidance on the pre-application process, published by the Department of
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Communities and Local Government (DCLG) (now known as the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG).

4.2.2 National Grid acknowledges that the guidance was withdrawn on the 30 April 2024,
however as statutory consultation had commenced on 10 April 2024, prior to the new
guidance coming into force, this consultation was planned in accordance with DCLG
guidance as detailed in Table 4.1 of this report.

4.2.3 The transitional arrangements are set out in the Introduction to National Infrastructure
Planning Guidance:

‘There may be occasions when guidance is revised when Applicants have already
commenced their statutory pre-application consultation or after an NSIP application has
been submitted for acceptance or is in pre-examination or examination. It is not the
intention for revisions to guidance to compromise the preparation or progress of
applications which are already well underway’

4.2.4 Nonetheless, National Grid complied with the 2024 amendments. Table 4.2 of this
report sets out how National Grid has complied with the guidance PA 2008: Pre-
application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (April 2024).

Table 4.1  How National Grid has Complied with the Guidance set out by the DCLG on the
Pre-Application Process

Para Guidance Comment

The pre-application consultation process

17 When circulating consultation documents, The materials produced for the purposes
developers should be clear about their status, of statutory consultation consisted of:
for example ensuring it is clear to the public if  prgject Background Document;
a document is purely for purposes of . ]
e Community newsletter;

consultation.
e Design Development Report;
e Consultation banners;
e Consultation notices;
e SoCC; and
e Feedback Questionnaire.

Each of these documents provided
details about the consultation and stated
the closing date when responses were
required by.

Other materials produced for statutory
consultation include the Preliminary
Environmental Information Report
(PEIR), Strategic Options Backcheck
and Review, 2023 Non-Statutory
Consultation Feedback Report, Project
maps, interactive Project map, and
Guide to interacting with our consultation
plans.
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Para Guidance Comment

To make it clear about a documents’
status, all those listed above were
located in the ‘Statutory consultation
2024 documents’ section within the
document library of the project website.

A copy of the consultation materials can
be found in the Appendix | of this report.

18 Early involvement of local communities, local The local communities, Local Planning

authorities and statutory consultees can bring Authorities (LPAs) and statutory

about significant benefits for all parties. consultees have been engaged
throughout the development of this
project, since the first stage of non-
statutory consultation was held in 2022
and second stage in 2023. Further
details about the engagement with
communities during the statutory
consultation can be found in Chapter 9
of this report.

19  The pre-application consultation processis  The consultation was undertaken (two

crucial to the effectiveness of the major

infrastructure consenting regime. A thorough

process can give the SoS confidence that
issues that will arise during the six-month
examination period have been identified,

non-statutory, one statutory, targeted
consultation and further landowner
consultation described in Chapters 5, 6,
8, 9, 10 and 11 of this report) during the
pre-application stage to ensure that

considered, and — as far as possible — that
Applicants have sought to reach agreement
on those issues. Without adequate
consultation, the subsequent application will
not be accepted when it is submitted. If the
SoS determines that the consultation is
inadequate, he or she can recommend that
the Applicant carries out further consultation
activity before the application can be
accepted.

issues arising were considered and
taken into account.

The LPAs have been engaged
throughout the pre-application period
and were consulted on the SoCC.
National Grid developed a Host Authority
Engagement Plan which was circulated
by the project team to the host
authorities on 1 December 2023 and
iterations have been issued as the
project progressed.

20 Experience suggests that to be of most value, The consultation banners, Project
consultation should be: Background document, feedback
 based on accurate information that gives ~duestionnaire, interactive Project map,

consultees a clear view of what is infographics website set out the _
proposed including any options; proposals to give consultees a clear view

e shared at an early enough stage so that of what was proposed including any

: . . optionality.
the proposal can still be influenced, while _ _
being sufficiently developed to provide The feedback questionnaire reflected the

some detail on what is being proposed: Project Background document to help
and

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 46



Para Guidance

21

23

engaging and accessible in style,
encouraging consultees to react and offer
their views.

Where an Applicant has not been able to
follow this guidance they should set out why
this is the case, in the consultation report.

In brief, during the pre-application stage
Applicants are required to:

notify the SoS of the proposed
application;identify whether the project
requires an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA);

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury
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consultees in providing feedback to
National Grid.

Copies of the consultation materials can
be found in Appendix | of this report.

The statutory consultation undertaken
between 10 April 2024 and 26 July 2024
allowed consultees to engage face-to-
face with National Grid, through public
information events in June 2024 and
attend webinars. The statutory
consultation took place early enough to
allow for proposals to be influenced by
consultee feedback.

The Project website contained the
consultation documentation and the
ability to submit feedback via the online
feedback questionnaire.

Responses could also be sent as hard
copy feedback questionnaires, letters,
and emails to dedicated project
addresses.

All materials were produced to be
accessible and easy to understand. The
Project website was compatible with
assistive technology such as screen
readers to ensure accessibility for all
members of the public engaging with the
consultation.

National Grid complied with the guidance
in the undertaking of the statutory
consultation.

The Section 46 letter was issued on 8
April 2024 and a copy can be found in
Appendix D of this report.

National Grid identified that the Project
requires an EIA during the pre-
application stage and submitted a
Scoping Report to the Planning
Inspectorate (PINs) on 4 November
2022. A scoping opinion for the Project
was adopted by PINs on 14 December
2022. See Appendix E of this report.

Paragraph 5.2.4 of the SoCC also
confirms that the project is an EIA
development and confirms publicity and
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where it does, confirm that they will be
submitting an Environmental Statement
(ES) along with the application, or that
they will be seeking a screening opinion
ahead of submitting the application;

produce a SoCC, in consultation with the
relevant local authority or authorities,
which describes how the Applicant
proposes to consult the local community
about their Project and then carry out
consultation in accordance with that
Statement;

make the SoCC available for inspection by
the public in a way that is reasonably
convenient for people living in the vicinity
of the land where the development is
proposed, as required by Section 47 of the
PA 2008 and Regulations;

identify and consult statutory consultees
as required by Section 42 of the PA 2008
and Regulations;

publicise the proposed application in
accordance with Regulations;
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consultation activities regarding the
Preliminary Environmental Information.

An ES is provided in Volume 6
(application documents 6.1 to 6.21) of
the DCO application.

A draft SoCC was provided to 13 LPAs
on 1 December for informal review. The
informal period of consultation on the
SoCC started on 2 December 2023 until
5 January 2024. And the formal period
from 2 March 2024 and 2 April 2024. The
SoCC was published on the Project
website. The statutory consultation was
compliant with the SoCC.

A copy of the SoCC is available in
Appendix E of this report.

A hard copy of the SoCC was available
at 24 inspection points located
throughout the proposed route.

A list of inspection points can be found in
Chapter 8 of this report.

National Grid identified and consulted as
required by Section 42 of the PA 2008.

The Section 48 notice was published in
three local newspapers for two
consecutive weeks, a national paper for
one week and the London Gazette for
one week.

The consultation was extended by a
period of five weeks as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 and the Section 48 notice
was republished detailing the
consultation extension in the same
newspapers.

See Appendix H of this report for
details.
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24

set a deadline for consultation responses
of not less than 28 days from the day after
receipt/last publication;

have regard to relevant responses to
publicity and consultation; and

prepare a consultation report and submit it
to the SoS.

The aim should be to ensure that consultation
is appropriate to the scale and nature of the
project and where its impacts will be
experienced.

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Statutory consultation was held between
10 April 2024 until 26 July 2024 for a
period of 15 weeks. During the General
Election, the consultation period was
extended five weeks to allow the public
to have time to respond to the
consultation.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the 2022 non-statutory
consultation can be found in Chapter 5
of this report and in Appendix B of this
report.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the 2023 non-statutory
consultation can be found in Chapter 6
of this report.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the statutory consultation
can be found in Chapter 9 of this report.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the targeted
consultations can be found in Chapter
10 of this report.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the further landowner
consultations can be found in Chapter
11 of this report.

This Consultation Report (application
document 5.1) is submitted as part of the
application for development consent.

National Grid provided a range of
engagement methods and
communication channels to promote the
Project and ensure that consultation was
appropriate to the scale and nature of
the Project and where its impacts will be
experienced.

These included the Project website,
online webinars, public information
events, inspection points and targeted
stakeholder meetings to support and
promote the consultation along the
proposed route. Further details of these
methods can be found in Chapter 8 of
this report.
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25

Consultation should be thorough, effective
and proportionate.

Comment

National Grid conducted a thorough,
effective and proportionate consultation.
The period provided to comment for
consultation under Section 42, Section
47 and Section 48 of the PA 2008 was
greater than the required 28 calendar
days.

The 2022 non-statutory consultation ran
for eight weeks between 21 April 2022
until 16 June 2022.

The 2023 non-statutory consultation ran
for eight weeks between 27 June 2023
until 21 August 2023.

The statutory consultation ran for 15
weeks between 10 April 2024 and 26
July 2024 to provide a sufficient period of
time for responses.

These were all in excess of the 28 day
minimum consultation period.

This allowed;

Consultees to engage with National Grid
one or more times;

Consultees to visit an information event
(face-to-face or webinar);

Facilitation of invitation requests to
attend community events; and

Consultees time to complete the
response form

Targeted consultation took place over
three stages, as follows:

Norfolk and Suffolk targeted non-
statutory community consultation and
consultation of PILs ran for 32 days
between 30 January and 3 March 2025.

Essex and Thurrock targeted non-
statutory community consultation and
consultation of PILs ran for 30 days
between 25 February and 27 March
2025.

Thurrock 3 targeted statutory community
consultation and consultation of PILs ran
for 30 days between 18 March and 17
April 2025.

The targeted non-statutory community
consultations were conducted in
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accordance with the principles of the PA
2008. The targeted statutory community
consultation and consultation of PILs (at
each stage) was conducted in
accordance with the requirements of the
of the PA 2008 and in accordance with
the SoCC and PA 2008: Pre-application
stage for Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects (April 2024).

Further landowner consultation took
place between 5 June and 22 August
2025 as follows:

Newly identified Category 1 and
Category 2 PILs consultation ran for 43
days between 5 June and 18 July 2025

Previously consulted Category 1 and
Category 2 PILs consultation ran for 30
days between 18 June and 18 July 2025

Category 3 PILs consultation ran for 43
days between 10 July and 22 August
2025.

Who should be consulted?

26 The PA 2008 requires certain bodies and National Grid engaged with all parties
groups of people to be consulted at the pre-  during the statutory consultation, as
application stage but allows for flexibility in required by the PA 2008. In addition,
the precise form that consultation may take  National Grid consulted the local
depending on local circumstances and the community within the vicinity of the
needs of the project itself. proposals, as set out under Section 47 of

the PA 2008. More information of the
Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) and
Secondary Consultation Zone (SCZ) can
be found in Chapter 8 of this report.

27  The PA 2008 and Regulations set out the The full list of prescribed consultees as
statutory consultees and prescribed people  set out in Schedule 1 of the
who must be consulted during the pre- Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
application process. ...In addition, there will  Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
be a range of national and other interest Regulations 2009 (as amended) is
groups who could make an important provided in Appendix F of this report.

contribution during consultation. Applicants  This table sets out where National Grid

are therefore encouraged to consult widely on departed from the list of Schedule 1

project proposals. prescribed consultees and the
appropriate reasons for doing so.
Chapter 8 of this report also details
consultation with the relevant LPAs, as
statutory consultees.
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In April 2024, The Infrastructure Planning
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations
2024 detailed amendments to the
prescribed list of consultees in Schedule
1 of the Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedure) Regulations 2009.

The transitional provisions in the
Infrastructure Planning (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Regulations 2024 state that
the amendments to the list of prescribed
consultees do not apply where the
Applicant has started to consult under
Section 42 of the PA 2008 before 30
April 2024.

As the Norwich to Tilbury statutory
consultation commenced on 10 April
2024, the amendments to the prescribed
list of consultees did not apply.

Nonetheless, the 2024 amendments
were followed. Additional applicable
prescribed bodies were consulted in line
with the April 2024 amendments. See
Section 8.4 for further details.

National Grid also consulted with a range
of stakeholders with national and other
interest groups- more information can be
found in Chapter 8 of this report.

The feedback received during statutory
consultation and the explanation of how
National Grid has regard to it, can be
found in Chapter 9 of this report.

28 From time to time a body may cease to exist The list of prescribed consultees as set
but, for legislative timetabling reasons, may  out in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure
still be listed as a statutory consultee. In such Planning (Applications: Prescribed

situations the SoS will not expect strict Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
compliance with the statutory requirements.  (as amended) is provided in Appendix F
Applicants should identify any successor of this report. This table sets out where
body and consult with them in the same National Grid departed from the list of

manner as they would have with the original ~ Schedule 1 prescribed consultees and
body. Where there is no obvious successor, the appropriate reasons for doing so.
Applicants should seek the advice of the The transitional provisions in the
Inspectorate, who may be able to identify an  Infrastructure Planning (Miscellaneous
appropriate alternative consultee. Whether or Provisions) Regulations 2024 state that
not an alternative is identified, the the amendments to the list of prescribed
consultation report should briefly note any consultees do not apply where the
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35

cases where compliance with statutory
requirements was impossible and the
reasons why.

Applicants will often need detailed technical

input from expert bodies to assist with
identifying and mitigating the social,

environmental, design and economic impacts

of projects, and other important matters.

Technical expert input will often be needed in
advance of formal compliance with the pre-
application requirements. Early engagement
with these bodies can help avoid necessary

delays and the costs of having to make

changes at later stages of the process. It is
equally important that statutory consultees
respond to a request for technical input in a

timely manner. Applicants are therefore

advised to discuss and agree a timetable with
consultees for the provision of such inputs.

The Applicant has a duty under Section 47 of
the PA 2008 to prepare a SoCC, and then to

conduct its consultation in line with that
statement. Before doing so, the Applicant
must consult on its SoCC with each local
authority in whose area the proposed
development is situated.

Comment

Applicant has started to consult under
Section 42 of the PA 2008 before 30
April 2024.

As the Norwich to Tilbury statutory
consultation commenced on 10 April
2024, the amendments to the prescribed
list of consultees did not apply.
Nonetheless, the 2024 amendments
were followed, detailed in Section 8.4 of
this report.

The Project proposals have developed
through consultation with local
communities, landowners and
businesses. National Grid sought
technical input from relevant expert
bodies throughout pre-consultation and
consultation stages. More information
about engagement with technical bodies
can be found in Section 10.110f this
report, and also in Appendix A.

National Grid consulted the SoCC with
13 host authorities

e Babergh District Council;
Basildon Borough Council;

e Braintree District Council;

e Brentwood Borough Council;

e Chelmsford City Council;

e Colchester City Council;

e Essex County Council;

e Mid Suffolk District Council;

e Norfolk County Council;

e South Norfolk District Council;

o Suffolk County Council;

e Tendring District Council; and

e Thurrock Council.

An informal SoCC consultation
notification was sent on the 1 December
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36 Where an Applicant decides to consult people
living in a wider area who could be affected
by the project (e.g., through visual or
environmental impacts, or through increased
traffic flow), that intention should be reflected
in the SoCC.

Comment

2023 along with a copy of the draft
SoCC. The period to respond was
between 2 of December 2023 until
Friday 5 January 2024. See Appendix E
of this report for information.

A formal SoCC consultation notification
was sent on 1 March 2024 along with a
draft copy of the SoCC. The period to
respond was between 2 March 2024 until
2 April 2024. See Appendix E of this
report for information.

Appendix E of this report provide details
on how National Grid had regard to the
comments made by the host authorities
in developing the SoCC.

National Grid decided to consult people
living in a wider area who could be
directly affected by the Project through
the use of two different consultation
mailing zones. These zones are referred
as the PCZ and the SCZ:

e The PCZ, which extended 1 km from
the Order Limits, captured
stakeholders who may be most
affected by the proposals; and

e The SCZ, which extended to 4 km
from the Order Limits, included
stakeholders who were less likely to
be directly affected

Further details about these consultation
zones can be found in Chapter 8 of this
report. Section 5.3 of the SoCC: ‘Who
will be consulted?’ provides an overview
of the range of groups and organisations
consulted, including the PCZ and SCZ.
The SoCC can be found in Appendix E
of this report.

Local authorities

37 Prior to submitting their draft SoCC
Applicants may wish to seek to resolve any
disagreements or clarifications about the
public consultation design. An Applicant is
therefore likely to need to engage in
discussions with local authorities over a

National Grid entered informal
consultation on the SoCC with the 13
host authorities on the 2 December
2023, ahead of formal consultation that
started on the 2 March 2024. See
Appendix E of this report.
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longer period than the minimum requirements
set out in the PA 2008.

41 Where a local authority raises an issue or National Grid entered informal
concern on the SoCC which the Applicant consultation on the draft SoCC with the
feels unable to address, the Applicant is 13 host authorities on the 2 December

advised to explain in their consultation report 2023, ahead of formal consultation that
their course of action to the SoS when they  started on the 2 March 2024.

submit their application. National Grid were able to address all
issues and concerns that were raised
from both informal and formal
consultations on the draft SoCC.

Chapter 7 of this report provides details
about how the SoCC was developed.
Amendments to the draft SoCC further to
informal and formal consultations are
recorded in documents titled ‘Regard
had to informal/formal comments on
proposed SoCC’ (both provided at
Appendix E of this report).

42  Where a local authority decides that it does  All 13 host authorities were consulted
not wish to respond to a consultation request and 11 responded with comments.

on the SoCC, the Applicant should make Babergh and Mid Suffolk District
reasonable efforts to ensure that all affected Councils submitted a joint response.
communities are consulted. ‘Regard had to SoCC Responses’ in

Appendix E of this report provides a
summary of the comments received from
LPAs on the formal SoCC.

South Norfolk and Broadland District
Council and Suffolk County Council did
not respond to the formal SoCC
consultation however did provide
feedback to the informal SoCC
consultation. Further details can be
found in Section 7.3.3 of this report.

A variety of techniques were used to
ensure a reasonable approach to
consultation on the Project. These are as
follows:

e Materials produced: Project
Background Document, Community
Newsletter 2024, PEIR, 2024 Design
Development Report, 2024 Strategic
options Backcheck and Review, 2023
Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback
Report, Interactive Project Map,
Consultation notices, Statement of
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48

Local authorities are also themselves

statutory consultees for any proposed major
infrastructure project which is in or adjacent
to their area. Applicants should engage with
them as early as possible to ensure that the
impacts of the development on the local area
are understood and considered prior to the

application being submitted to the SoS.

Agreements reached between an Applicant

and relevant local authorities can be
documented in a Statement of Common
Ground (SoCG). This will contain agreed

factual information about the application and
can accompany the application. The SoCG

can also set out matters where agreement
has not been reached.

Comment

Community Consultation (SoCC),
Feedback Questionnaire;

e Project website;

e Online webinars and in person
events;

e Inspection points;
e PCZand SCz;

e Advertising in Local Newspaper and
National Newspaper; and

e Social Media advertising.

Prior to the first non-statutory
consultation during 2022, National Grid
undertook:

e a series of LPA briefings in
September and December 2021;

launched the Project website in
January 2022;

e provided a draft consultation strategy
in February 2022; and

e undertook further LPA briefings and
draft consultation strategy workshops
in March 2022.

National Grid then engaged with LPAs
during and after the non-statutory
consultations and the statutory
consultation. National Grid has continued
this ongoing engagement, commencing
in 2022 and including non-statutory,
statutory and targeted consultations.
More information in Chapters 5, 6, 8
and 10 of this report.

Draft SOCGs have been prepared with
the key interested parties, including
individual SoCGs for each LPA. More
information about the SoCGs can be
found in Section 10.11 of this report.

Persons with an Interest in Land (PILS)

49

Applicants will also need to identify and
consult people who own, occupy or have
another interest in the land in question, or

Section 42(1)(d) consultees were
identified through diligent inquiry as
having interest following the land
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who could be affected by a project in such a
way that they may be able to make a claim
for compensation.

50 It is the Applicant’s responsibility to
demonstrate at submission of the application
that due diligence has been undertaken in
identifying all land interests and Applicants
should make every reasonable effort to
ensure that the Book of Reference (which
records and categorises those land interests)
is up to date at the time of submission.

51 However, it is understood that land interests
change over time and that new or additional
interests may emerge after an Applicant has
concluded statutory consultation but just
before an application is submitted. In such a
situation, the Applicant should provide a
proportionate opportunity to any new person
identified with a land interest to make their
views known on the application. Where new
interests in land are identified very shortly
before the intended submission of an
application, despite diligent efforts earlier in
the process it may be difficult at that stage for
Applicants to consult and take account of any
responses from those new interests before
submitting their application as intended. If this
situation arises Applicants should be
proactive and helpful in ensuring that the
person understands how they can, if they so
wish, engage with the process if the
application is accepted for examination.

referencing methodology in Appendix J
of this report.

National Grid ensured due diligence has
been undertaken in identifying all land
interests. All known land interests were
consulted under Section 42(1)(d) of the
PA 2008 and National Grid has made all
reasonable effort to ensure the Book of
Reference (application document 4.3) is
up to date at the point of submission.

Further details on how National Grid has
demonstrated diligent inquiry is detailed
in Section 8.7 of this report.

After the conclusion of the statutory
consultation in June 2024, National Grid
continued to engage with PILs through
targeted consultation and engagement
activities.

Chapter 10 of this report highlights the
engagement with PILs and feedback
received from the targeted consultations
undertaken between January — April
2025. The targeted consultations
provided PILs the opportunity to provide
feedback on proposed changes to the
proposals in specific areas in Norfolk,
Suffolk, Essex and Thurrock.

Chapter 11 of this report highlights the
further landowner consultations
undertaken in June — August 2025 after
the targeted consultations had
concluded. The further landowner
consultation provided previously
consulted PILs the opportunity to provide
feedback on certain localised
amendments to the design of the Project
and identified and consulted new PILs
which had been identified due to design
changes, changes in land ownership or
from ongoing diligent inquiry.

Any newly identified or affected PILs
were written to with:

e details of the Project;
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e where further information could be
found;

¢ an offer for a meeting with Fisher
German (for Category 1 and 2 PILs);

o afeedback form and a prepaid
envelope with guidance on how to
submit their comments;

e Lands Right Strategy;
e Guide to reading the plans;
e Land Plan showing their land interest.

National Grid has been proactive and
helpful in ensuring PILs identified in the
very latter stages prior to DCO
submission may understand how they
can, if they so wish, engage with the
process if the application is accepted for
examination.

52 Applicants should explain in the consultation Alongside, or independently of, the work
report how they have dealt with any new carried out to identify new PILs as a
interests in land emerging after conclusion of result of minor amendments to the Order
their statutory consultation having regard to  Limits described above, National Grid
their duties to consult and take account of took steps to ensure that the Book of
any responses. Reference (document reference 4.3) as

a whole would be up to date at the time
of submission, in accordance with
Government guidance (Planning Act
2008: Guidance on Pre-application
Process, March 2015).

National Grid wrote to any new interests
in land of the commencement of
statutory consultation at the earliest
opportunity. More information is available
in Section 8.7 of this report.

Additional targeted consultations were
held over three stages from 30 January
2025 to 17 April 2025. This provided an
opportunity for PILs to submit further
feedback on proposed changes to the
proposals in specific areas in Norfolk,
Suffolk, Essex and Thurrock. The PILs
consulted are summarised in Appendix
K of this report. Details on the targeted
consultations are in Chapter 10 of this
report.
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Chapter 11 of this report summarises
the further landowner consultation and
engagement undertaken in June to Au-
gust 2025, after the targeted consultation
had concluded. The further landowner
consultation provided previously con-
sulted PILs the opportunity to provide
feedback on certain localised amend-
ments to the design of the Project and
identified and consulted new PILs which
had been identified due to design
changes, changes in land ownership or
from ongoing diligent inquiry.

National Grid will continue to undertake
due diligence to identify new interests in
line with the Land Referencing
Methodology (see Appendix J of this
report). More information about the
ongoing diligent inquiry is available in
Section 8.7 of this report.

Any newly identified or affected PILs
were written to with:

details of the Project;

where further information could be found;
an offer for a meeting with Fisher
German (for Category 1 and 2 PILSs);

a feedback form and a prepaid envelope

with guidance on how to submit their
comments;

Lands Right Strategy;
Guide to reading the plans; and
Land Plan showing their land interest.

National Grid has been proactive and
helpful in ensuring PILs identified in the
very latter stages prior to DCO
submission may understand how they
can, if they so wish, engage with the
process if the application is accepted for
examination.

tocatcommunities

53 tocat-people have a vitat rote to ptay at the
pre-application stage. People should have as
much influence as is realistic and possible
over decisions which shape their lives and

The local communities, LPAs and
statutory consultees have all been
engaged in the proposals since the first
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communities. It is therefore critical that they

are engaged with project proposals at an
early stage.

In consulting on project proposals, an

inclusive approach is needed to ensure that

different groups have the opportunity to

participate and are not disadvantaged in the

process. Applicants should use a range of

methods and techniques to ensure that they

access all sections of the community in
guestion. Local authorities will be able to

provide advice on what works best in terms of
consulting their local communities given their

experience of carrying out consultations in
their area.

Applicants must set out clearly what is being

consulted on. They must be careful to make it
clear to local communities what is settled and
why, and what remains to be decided, so that

expectations of local communities are

properly managed. Applicants could prepare

a short document specifically for local
communities, summarising the project

proposals and outlining the matters on which

the view of the local community is sought.

stage of non-statutory consultation in
2022.

More details about the engagement with
communities during the 2022 and 2023
non-statutory consultations can be found
in Chapters 5 and 6 of this report.
Information about statutory consultation
activities can be found in Chapter 8 of
this report, and information about
targeted consultation activities can be
found in Chapter 10 of this report.

Appendix A of this report contains
details about engagement that has been
held outside of consultation periods.

A variety of techniques were used to
ensure an inclusive approach to
consultation on the proposals. These are
as follows:

e Materials produced: Project
Background Document, Community
Newsletter 2024, PEIR, 2024 Design
Development Report, 2024 Strategic
options Backcheck and Review, 2023
Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback
Report, Interactive Project Map,
Consultation notices, SoCC,
Feedback Questionnaire;

e Project website;

e Online webinars and in person
events;

e Inspection points;
e PCZand SCz

e Advertising in Local Newspaper and
National Newspaper; and

e Social Media advertising.

The consultation banners which were
used on the website and at the public
information events, provided a
comprehensive overview of the Project
proposals, describing the core elements
of the Project and potential benefits.

The feedback questionnaire was
designed to help direct consultees to the
section areas they wish to focus on. The
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This can describe core elements of the

project and explain what the potential benefits
and impacts may be. Such documents should

be written in clear, accessible, and non-
technical language. Applicants should
consider making it available in formats
appropriate to the needs of people with
disabilities if requested.

Applicants are required to set out in their
Statement of Community Consultation how
they propose to consult those living in the
vicinity of the land. They are encouraged to
consider consulting beyond this where they

think doing so may provide more information

on the impacts of their proposals.

The Statement of Community Consultation

should act as a framework for the community

consultation generally, for example, setting

out where details and dates of any events will
be published. The Statement of Community

Consultation should be made available

online, at any exhibitions or other events held

by Applicants. It should be placed at
appropriate local inspection points (e.g.
libraries, council offices) and sent to local
community groups as appropriate.

Comment

response form comprised of open
guestions to allow the consultee to use
free form text. A copy of feedback
guestionnaire can be found in Appendix
| of this report.

A Project Background Document

providing a comprehensive overview of
the Project details was also included as
part of the public consultation materials.

Information events provided a
comprehensive overview of the Project
proposals, describing the core elements
of the project and potential benefits.

National Grid made available the
materials in additional formats on
request and one online webinar was
available in British Sign Language (BSL)
interpretation which was recorded and
published on the Project website.

Section 5.5 of the SoCC provides
information on promoting the
consultation to those residents, local
businesses and community organisation
within the PCZ. This promotion included
press release, newspaper
advertisements, emails and letters,
statutory notices, information posters
and social media.

A copy of the SoCC can be found in
Appendix E of this report.

The SoCC included dates and location
details for the six public webinar events
(see Table 8.9 of this report).

The SoCC was available both online and
at the exhibitions. The SoCC remains
available on the project website.

The SoCC listed, and was displayed at,
14 inspection points that were located
within or in close proximity to the
preferred corridor of the Project. In
addition to the 14 inspection points
outlined in the SoCC, the Project team
made the documents available in an
additional 10 other locations. This
decision was made in response to
requests from the public and
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stakeholders. A list of inspection points
can be found in Chapter 8 of this report.

The SoCC was available:

e to download in the document library
of the Project website;

e as a paper copy upon request;

e at the inspection locations listed in
Table 8.11; and

e at public information events listed in
Table 8.10Table 8-10.

58 Where possible, the first of the two required  National Grid advertised the proposed
local newspaper advertisements (Section 48 application under Section 48 of the PA
notices) should coincide approximately with 2008 to coincide with the start of Section
the beginning of the consultation with 42 and Section 47 consultations. Details
communities. of the published notices can be found in

Table 8.5 and Table 8.6 of this report.
Copies of the newspaper notices are
provided in Appendix H of this report.

When should consultation take place and how much is enough?

68 To realise the benefits of consultation on a Chapters 5 and 6 of this report provides

project, it must take place at a sufficiently an overview of the pre-application

early stage to allow consultees a real consultations. Throughout the lifetime of
opportunity to influence the proposals. At the the project, our proposals have

same time, consultees will need sufficient developed through consultation with
information on a project to be able to local communities, landowners and
recognise and understand the impacts. businesses and stakeholders.

Consultations commenced well in
advance of the proposed DCO
application date, allowing time for
consultees to understand and
meaningfully contribute to the design of
the Project. The consultations held
between 2022 and 2025 provided
consultees with the opportunity to
influence the Project.

Commencing consultation early has
allowed the Project to be informed by the
public and all consultees throughout the
design process, while being sufficiently
developed to provide some detail on
what is being proposed. More details of
the consultation process can be found in
Chapter 3 of this report.
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69

Applicants will often also require detailed
technical advice from consultees, and it is
likely that their input will be of the greatest
value if they are consulted when project
proposals are fluid, followed up by
confirmation of the approach as proposals
become firmer. In principle, therefore,
Applicants should undertake initial
consultation as soon as there is sufficient
detail to allow consultees to understand the
nature of the project properly.

At statutory consultation, the Project
information was available online and in
hard copy to support the consultation
(information is still available on the
project website in the document library).

These included the Project Background
Document, Community Newsletter 2024,
PEIR, 2024 Design Development Report,
2024 Strategic options Backcheck and
Review, 2023 Non-Statutory
Consultation Feedback Report,
Interactive Project Map, Consultation
notices, SoCC, Feedback Questionnaire,
Section 47 and Section 48 notices.

Consultation with key stakeholders
began at an early stage of the Project
development when there was sufficient
time to allow consultees to understand
the nature of the Project properly,
including during the 2022 non-statutory
consultation for the proposed draft
Project where information on the
proposed Project’s evolution was
presented. The published material was
extensive and allowed consultees to
understand the evolution of the proposed
Project and to provide feedback to help
shape it before any decisions were
taken.

Stakeholders were also engaged at an
early stage of the process to discuss
points raised in the Scoping Opinion and
to reach an agreement on these matters
and further comments received.

Local communities, local authorities,
statutory consultees and other
stakeholders were engaged throughout
the development of this Project. Since
the first non-statutory consultation held in
2022, a second non-statutory
consultation was held in 2023 which
demonstrated how the Project had
developed. More information about the
non-statutory consultations can be found
in Chapters 5 and 6 of this report.

Further details about the engagement
with communities during the 2024
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To manage the tension between consulting
early but also having project proposals that

are firm enough to enable consultees to
comment, Applicants are encouraged to
consider an iterative, phased consultation

consisting of two (or more) stages, especially

for large projects with long development
periods.

Comment

statutory consultation can be found in
Chapter 9 of this report, and 2025
targeted consultations in Chapter 10 of
this report.

More information about consultation and
engagement with landowners during the
2025 further landowner consultation can
be found in Chapter 11 of this report.

A full list of the consultation carried out
with key stakeholders to date and a
summary of the matters discussed in
relation to the ES is provided within the
ES Appendix (application documents
6.5.A1).

National Grid held a non-statutory
consultation between 21 April 2022 until
16 June 2022, the report is provided in
Appendix B of this report.

National Grid held another non-statutory
consultation between 27 June 2023 until
21 August 2023, the report is provided in
Appendix C of this report.

Statutory consultation was held between
10 April and 26 July 2024. More
information can be found in Chapter 8 of
this report.

Three targeted consultations were held
in 2025:

e Norfolk and Suffolk (non-statutory)
between 30 January 2025 until 3
March 2025;

e Essex and Thurrock (non-statutory)
between 25 February until 27 March
2025; and

e Thurrock 3 (statutory) between 18
March until 17 April 2025.

More information about the 2025
targeted consultations can be found in
Chapter 10 of this report.

National Grid also undertook further
landowner consultation between 5 June
and 22 August 2025. More information
can be found in Chapter 11 of this
report.
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72

73

75

Where an iterative consultation is intended, it
may be advisable for Applicants to carry out
the final stage of consultation with persons
who have an interest in the land once they
have worked up their project proposals in

sufficient detail to identify affected land
interests.

Applicants should therefore set consultation
deadlines that are realistic and proportionate

to the proposed project.

Applicants are not expected to repeat

consultation rounds set out in their Statement
of Community Consultation unless the project
proposals have changed very substantially.

If the application only changes to a small

degree, or if the change only affects part of
the development, then it is not necessary for

an Applicant to undertake a full re-

consultation. Instead, the Applicant should
ensure that all affected statutory consultees
and local communities are informed of the

changes.

Comment

Following the conclusion of each
consultation National Grid continued to
develop the Project and identified
amendments to the draft Order Limits.

National Grid undertook targeted
consultations in January to March 2025

with affected Section 42(1)(d) consultees

as required due to the changes to the
draft Order Limits and where interests in
land were identified after the conclusion
of consultation. See Chapter 10 of this
report for more information.

National Grid also undertook further
landowner consultation from 5 June to
22 August 2025 with affected Section
42(1)(d) consultees. See Chapter 11 of
this report for more information.

The statutory consultation ran for 15
weeks from 10 April 2024 to 26 July
2024, allowing adequate time for
consultees to respond to the statutory
consultation.

The project did not change very
substantially following the statutory
consultation so, it was not necessary to
repeat the community wide statutory
consultation under Section 47 of the PA
2008 and as set out in the statutory
consultation SoCC.

Chapter 10 of this report describes the
targeted consultations that took place in
2025 as follows:

¢ Norfolk and Suffolk (non-statutory)
between 30 January 2025 until 3
March 2025;

e Essex and Thurrock (non-statutory)
between 25 February until 27 March
2025; and

e Thurrock 3 (statutory) between 18
March until 17 April 2025.

The Section 47 notice was republished
for the statutory Thurrock 3 targeted
consultation.

Chapter 11 of this report describes the
further landowner consultation
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undertaken in June to August 2025 after
targeted consultation.

74 Where a proposed application changes to This is not applicable.
such a large degree that the proposals could
be considered a new application, the
legitimacy of the consultation already carried
out could be questioned.

76 In circumstances where a particular issue has The SoCC included the following
arisen during the pre-application consultation, statement in Section 6.3.1 Further

or where it is localised in nature, it may be Consultation;

appropriate to hold a non-statutory, targeted g 3.1 If, following the statutory
consultation. A developer’'s Statement of consultation, National Grid considers it is
Community Consultation should be drafted so necessary to undertake further Statutory
that it does not preclude this approach. A consultation, this would be undertaken,
more bespoke approach can be adopted, so far as relevant, practicable and

which may allow developers to respond with  proportionate, in accordance with the

more ag|||ty to the issue at hand. If adopting princip|es and methods set out in this
this approach, the emphasis should be on SoCC or any update to it.’

ensuring that relevant individuals and
organisations are included.

77 Consultation should also be fair and Prior to each non-statutory and statutory
reasonable for Applicants as well as consultation periods, a consultation zone
communities. To ensure that consultation is  was agreed with the relevant LPAs, to
fair to all parties, Applicants should be able to ensure that the consultation process was
demonstrate that the consultation process is proportionate to potential impacts of the
proportionate to the impacts of the projectin  Project in the relevant areas.
the area that it affeCtS, takes account of the National Grid made communities aware
anticipated level of local interest, and takes  of the statutory consultation through
account of the views of the relevant local methods detailed in Chapter 8 of this

authorities. report. The variety of methods carried
out were proportionate and were able to
accommodate anticipated levels of
interest in the project.

Chapter 8 of this report also details
consultation with the relevant LPAs, as
statutory consultees. All feedback
received to the consultation, including
that from the LPAs, has been analysed
and the headline issues are presented in
Chapter 9 of this report.
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The consultation report and responding to consultees

78  Applicants are required under Section 37 of  This Consultation Report has been
the PA 2008 to produce a consultation report prepared in fulfilment of s37(3)(c) of the
alongside their application, which details how PA 2008.

they have complied with the consultation The 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation

requirements set out in the PA 2008. Report is available in Appendix B of this
report and the 2023 Non-Statutory
Consultation Report is available in
Appendix C of this report.

80  The consultation report should: Chapter 1 of this report provides the
provide a general description of the overview of the process for consultation,

consultation process undertaken, which can  including the timeline.
helpfully include a timeline;

set out specifically what the Applicant has Chapter 4 of this report provide details
done in compliance with the requirements of of compliance with legislation, guidance
the PA 2008, relevant secondary legislation, and relevant policies.

this guidance, and any relevant policies,

guidance or advice published by Government

or the Inspectorate;

set out how the Applicant has taken account Appendix E of this report sets out the

of any response to consultation with local regard National Grid had to comments
authorities on what should be in the on both informal and formal consultation
Applicant’s Statement of Community for the SoCC.

Consultation;

set out a summary of relevant responsesto  Responses have been thematically

consultation (but not a complete list of presented within this report with National

responses); Grid’s response to those matters raised.
See Chapter 9 of this report.

provide a description of how the application = Chapters 5, 6, 9 and 10 of this report
was informed and influenced by those describe how the proposals developed
responses, outlining any changes made as a following the non-statutory consultations
result and showing how significant relevant ~ and how these were taken into
responses will be addressed,; consideration for statutory consultation.

provide an explanation as to why responses Chapters 9 and 10 of this report
advising on major changes to a project were describe how the proposals developed
not followed, including advice from statutory including changes made following
consultees on impacts; statutory and targeted consultations and
how these were taken into consideration.

Chapters 9 and 10 of this report also
provide an overview of National Grid’s
responses to issues raised as part of the
statutory and targeted consultations. It
sets out details of all change requests
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where the Applicant has not followed the
advice of the local authority or not complied
with this guidance or any relevant Advice
Note published by the Inspectorate, provide
an explanation for the action taken or not
taken; and

be expressed in terms sufficient to enable the
Secretary of State to understand fully how the
consultation process has been undertaken
and significant effects addressed. However, it
need not include full technical explanations of
these matters.

81 It is good practice that those who have
contributed to the consultation are informed
of the results of the consultation exercise;
how the information received by Applicants
has been used to shape and influence the
project; and how any outstanding issues will
be addressed before an application is
submitted to the Inspectorate.

82 As with the consultation itself, it is likely that
different audiences will require different levels
of information. The local community may be
particularly interested in what the collective
view of the community is and how this has

Comment

including reasons why changes have, or
have not, been made.

National Grid complied with the advice of
the LPAs in the development of the
SoCC and that of the relevant Advice
Note.

This Consultation Report details how
consultations (non-statutory and
statutory) and engagement have shaped
the Project pre-submission.

Following the 2022 non-statutory
consultation, National Grid sent a Project
update newsletter in February 2023
setting out headline findings from the
consultation. The Project update
newsletter is available on the Project
website.

Following the 2023 non-statutory
consultation, National Grid published a
Post Consultation Update in December
2023 setting out headline findings from
the consultation. The Post Consultation
Update is available on the Project
website.

Following the 2024 statutory
consultation, National Grid sent a
Community Newsletter in January 2025
setting out headline findings from the
consultation. The Community Newsletter
is available on the Project website and in
Appendix | of this report.

A consultation feedback report was also
published for each of the non-statutory
consultations. The reports are available
on the Project website and in Appendix B
and Appendix C of this report.

The consultation materials were
produced to reflect the audiences with
whom National Grid was consulting. A
number of documents were published at
the launch of the statutory consultation,
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83

been taken into account. Consultees with
highly technical interests may seek more
detailed information on what impacts and
risks have been mitigated or managed.

The consultation report may not be the most
appropriate format in which to respond to the

points raised by various consultee groups
and bodies. Applicants should therefore

consider producing a summary note in plain

English for the local community setting out
headline findings and how they have been
addressed, together with a link to the full
consultation report for those interested. If

helpful, this could be supplemented by events

in the local area.

Comment

including technical reports (describing
the process undertaken and decision
made during the design of the project),
and consultation materials.

National Grid ensured that the content of
the materials was sufficient information
available to ensure people and
organisations understand and can
comment on any aspect of the Project’s
development and design.

For consultees requiring more technical
information the PEIR and Non-technical
Summary (NTS) of the PEIR provided a
snapshot of the environmental survey
work and assessment work that had
taken place to date.

Within this report, feedback from the
community and statutory stakeholders
has been grouped into the geographical
sections (from the feedback
guestionnaire) and headline issues and
reported on that basis (See Chapter 9 of
this report).

Following the 2022 non-statutory
consultation, National Grid sent a Project
update newsletter in February 2023
setting out headline findings from the
consultation. The Project update
newsletter is available on the Project
website.

Following the 2023 non-statutory
consultation, National Grid published a
Post Consultation Update in December
2023 setting out headline findings from
the consultation. The Post Consultation
Update is available on the Project
website.

Following the 2024 statutory
consultation, National Grid sent a
Community Newsletter in January 2025
setting out headline findings from the
consultation. The Community Newsletter
is available on the Project website and in
Appendix | of this report.

A consultation feedback report was also
published for each of the 2022 and 2023

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury

69



Para Guidance

84

A response to points raised by consultees
with technical information is likely to need to

focus on the specific impacts for which the
body has expertise. The Applicant should
make a judgement as to whether the
consultation report provides sufficient detalil
on the relevant impacts, or whether a
targeted response would be more

appropriate. Applicants are also likely to have

identified a number of key additional bodies
for consultation and may need to continue
engagement with these bodies on an
individual basis.

Comment

non-statutory consultations. Both reports
are available in Appendix B of this
report and Appendix C of this report.

This report has been designed to enable
the local community and consultees to
find the headlines within each
geographical section of the Project, and
how they have been addressed. A
summary of how this has been done is
included at the beginning of this report in
the Consultation Report Guidance
section,

Chapter 9 of this report details
responses to feedback from the
Statutory Consultation. The feedback
has been grouped into locations along
the Project.

Responses have also been grouped into
headline issues for ease of finding
specific items (such as Agricultural,
Construction, Environmental, etc).

Each row of feedback and response
contains a unique reference number, ‘X’
marks to indicate which stakeholder type
the feedback came from, a "Y’/’N’ box
that clearly demonstrates whether a
change to the design has been made
and reasons why changes have, or have
not, been made.

As part of the design process and
assessment of effects, all feedback
received during the consultation stages
has been carefully considered. Where
feedback has been technical in nature,
additional engagement has been
undertaken and has informed the project
design and content of the ES (or other
documents as appropriate). This report
explains how feedback received has
been taken into account, cross-referring
to further information contained in other
documents such as the ES Appendix
(application document 6.5.A1) where
appropriate.

The consultee responses received did
not identify any bodies or organisations
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Comment

that were not already consulted during
the statutory consultation.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

90

91

At an early stage the Applicant needs to
either inform the Secretary of State of their
intention to submit an environmental
statement along with its application, or where
the developer is unsure whether an
environmental statement is needed, that they
intend to seek a screening opinion.

The applicable EIA regulations prescribe as
follows:

Regulation 10 requires that the Applicant’s
Statement of Community Consultation
must state whether the project falls within
the scope of the Directive, and, if it does,
how the Applicant intends to publicise and
consult on the preliminary environmental
information (see paragraphs 93 and 94)
for requirements in relation to preliminary
environmental information); and
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The Project is an ‘EIA Development’. On
4 November 2022, National Grid
submitted a Scoping Report to the SoS
for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy, to inform the EIA for the
Project.

Within the Scoping Report, National Grid
gave formal written notification under
Regulation 8(1)(b) of the EIA
Regulations 2017 that it considers the
Project will require (and that National
Grid will in due course provide) an ES in
respect of the Project and it is
considered to be an ‘EIA Development'.
A scoping opinion for the Project was
adopted by the PINs (on behalf of the
SoS) on 14 December 2022 having
consulted with the relevant consultation
bodies in accordance with Regulation
10(6) of the EIA Regulations 2017.

The Section 48 notice (included with the
Section 46 notification) confirmed an ES
would be prepared and submitted as part
of the submission of an application for
development consent.

PINs were aware at an early stage that
National Grid intended to submit an ES
along with the DCO application.

Paragraph 1.1.2 of the SoCC states:

1.1.2 National Grid expects the
proposed Project to be classified as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project (“NSIP”) and requires consent
from the Secretary of State for Energy
Security and Net Zero (the “So0S”) via a
Development Consent Order (“DCQ”).
This document has been prepared in line
with Section 47(1) of the Planning Act
2008 (“the Planning Act”), which requires
Applicants to prepare a statement
explaining how they will consult with
people living in the vicinity of the land
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92

Regulation 11 requires that publicity of
project proposals under Section 48 of the
PA 2008 must also encompass the
requirements of the EIA process and at
the time of publishing the proposed
application, Applicants must notify all
environmental consultation bodies.

To ensure consultation is meaningful, the pre-
application consultation process for major
infrastructure projects encourages Applicants
to give consultees as much information as
possible on the characteristics of the
proposed project. However, it may not be
possible for Applicants to share their
environmental statements during the
consultation process. It may also not be the
most appropriate way to present the potential
environmental impacts and mitigation steps.

Comment

where the Project is proposed to be
located, from here called “the local
community” about the proposed
application, and to carry out pre-
application consultation in accordance
with this statement. As the proposed
Project is an Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) development, this
SoCC therefore also sets out how
National Grid intends to publicise and
consult on the preliminary environmental
information, in accordance with
regulation 12 of the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA
Regulations”).’

National Grid consulted environmental
consultees as required by Section
42(1)(a). In line with Advice Note Seven
(PINs), National Grid published a PEIR
alongside the consultation material. This
presented the likely significant effects of
the Project to enable consultees to
develop an informed view of the Project
and its effects so that they could provide
detailed comments on the design and
mitigation of the Project.

National Grid included a PEIR and NTS
of the PEIR in the documents published
for the purposes of the statutory
consultation to give consultees as much
information as possible on the
characteristics of the Project.

Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI)

93

For the pre-application consultation process,

National Grid produced a PEIR which

Applicants are advised to include sufficient
preliminary environmental information to
enable consultees to develop an informed
view of the project. The information required
may be different for different types and sizes

was prepared in accordance with The
Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Note 7:
Environmental Impact Assessment:
Process, Preliminary Environmental
Information and Environmental
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of projects. It may also vary depending on the

audience of a particular consultation. The

preliminary environmental information is not

expected to replicate or be a draft of the
environmental statement. However, if the
Applicant considers this to be appropriate

Statements (Planning Inspectorate,
2020). The purpose of the PEIR was to
give consultees an understanding of the
potential likely significant effects (positive
or negative) to enable them to prepare
well-informed responses to the statutory

(and more cost-effective), it can be presented consultation.

in this way. The key issue is thatthe  The PEIR provided the available
information presented must prOVIde Cla“ty to environmental information and the

all consultees. Applicants should be careful  results of the preliminary assessments of
not to assume that non-specialist consultees gy Jikely significant effects of the
would not be interested in any technical Project.

env!ronmental information. It is therefore Each technical chapter of the PEIR has a
_adwsabl_e to_ ensure access to such section called ‘Preliminary Assessment
'Cn;ﬁ;m?;'t?gng’ provided during all Key Parameters and Assumptions’ which
: set out the assumptions. It is then
followed by ‘Further Assessment’ which
said what else would be done as part of
the ES.

A NTS of the PEIR was also produced.

The PEIR and NTS of the PEIR were
available:

to download in the document library of
the Project website;

as a paper copy upon request;

at the inspection locations listed in Table
8.11 of this report; and

at public information events listed in
Table 8.10 of this report.

95  When considering whether a project has the
potential to significantly affect the integrity of Regulations Assessment (HRA) Report
certain European protected wildlife sites, the  which is included within the application
Applicant must provide a report which should for development consent (application
include the site(s) that may be affected, document 5.3). This provides the
together with sufficient information to enable information required for the SoS to
the Secretary of State, as decision maker, to undertake an appropriate assessment.
conclude whether an appropriate assessment
is required, and, if so, to undertake such an
assessment.

National Grid has prepared a Habitats

96 It is the Applicant’s responsibility to consult National Grid consulted with Natural
with the relevant statutory bodies and, if they England on the preparation of the HRA
consider it necessary, with any relevant non- Report (application document 5.3) and
statutory nature conservation bodies, in order provided Natural England with a draft
to gather evidence for such a report (to HRA Report. The HRA Report identifies

support a Habitats Regulations Assessment). the other organisations that were
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This consultation should take place as early  consulted when gathering data and
as possible in the pre-application process. evidence to produce the assessment.
One way of doing this is for an Applicant to

agree an evidence plan. The Planning

Inspectorate can also comment on the

Applicant’s draft report in advance of formal

submission of the application if it is provided

in good time. Further advice on Habitats

Regulations Assessments for major

infrastructure projects is available from the

Inspectorate’s Advice Note 10.

4.3 Compliance with PA 2008 pre-application stage for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (April 2024)

4.3.1 New guidance was published on 30 April 2024, however as statutory consultation
had commenced on 10 April prior to the new guidance coming into force, National
Grid complied with the 2024 amendments. Table 4.2 of this report sets out how
National Grid has complied with the guidance PA 2008: Pre-application stage for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (April 2024).

Table 4.2 How National Grid has Complied with PA 2008 pre-application stage for Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects (April 2024)

Para Guidance Comment

What is the purpose of the pre-application stage?

004 The overriding objective of this guidance National Grid provided a range of
is to encourage a pre-application process engagement methods and communication
which is effective and proportionate to the channels to promote the Project and ensure
nature of the proposed project. This must that consultation was appropriate to the scale
ensure that the legal requirements of the  and nature of the Project and where its

Planning Act and the EIA Regulations impacts will be experienced.
2017 are met, particularly involving These included the Project website, online
consultation stages and the early webinars, public information events,

consideration of alternatives. At the same jnspection points and targeted stakeholder
time, pre-application processes should not meetings to support and promote the

be unnecessarily time-consuming and consultation along the proposed route.
burdensome for the Applicant, consultees  Fyrther details of these methods can be
and communities affected by the found in Chapter 8 of this report.
proposal.

National Grid conducted a thorough, effective
and proportionate consultation. The period
provided to comment for consultation under
Section 42, Section 47 and Section 48 of the

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 74



Para Guidance

Comment

PA 2008 was greater than the required 28
calendar days.

The 2022 non-statutory consultation ran for
eight weeks between 21 April 2022 until 16
June 2022.

The 2023 non-statutory consultation ran for
eight weeks between 27 June 2023 until 21
August 2023.

The statutory consultation ran for 15 weeks
between 10 April 2024 and 26 July 2024 to
provide a sufficient period of time for
responses.

Targeted consultation took place over three
stages, as follows:

Norfolk and Suffolk targeted non-statutory
community consultation and consultation of
PILs ran for 32 days between 30 January
and 3 March 2025.

Essex and Thurrock targeted non-statutory
community consultation and consultation of
PILs ran for 30 days between 25 February

and 27 March 2025.

Thurrock 3 targeted statutory community
consultation and consultation of PILs ran for
30 days between 18 March and 17 April
2025.

The targeted non-statutory community
consultations were conducted in accordance
with the principles of the PA 2008. The
targeted statutory community consultation
and consultation of PILs (at each targeted
consultation stage) was conducted in
accordance with the requirements of the of
the PA 2008 and in accordance with the
SoCC and PA 2008: Pre-application stage for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
(April 2024).

Further landowner consultation took place as
follows:

Consultation with newly identified Category 1
and 2 PILs took place between 5 June and
18 July 2025, for 43 days;

Consultation with previously consulted
Category 1 and 2 PILs took place between
18 June and 18 July 2025, for 30 days; and
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Consultation with Category 3 PILs took place
between 10 July and 22 August 2025, for 43
days.

Further landowner consultation was
conducted in accordance with the
requirements of the PA 2008 and PA 2008:
Pre-application stage for Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects April 2024).

Each round of consultation was in excess of
the 28 day minimum consultation period.

This allowed;

Consultees to engage with National Grid one
or more times;

Consultees to visit an information event
(face-to-face or webinar);

Facilitation of invitation requests to attend
community events (where applicable); and

Consultees time to complete the response
form.

How is the pre-application stage structured?

005 The pre-application stage includes work

that an Applicant will undertake to prepare
their application through to its submission

to the Planning Inspectorate. Key
statutory milestones during pre-
application include:

e consultation on, and publication of, a

Statement of Community Consultation

(SoCC);

e where applicable, preparation of a
screening opinion, scoping opinion
and preliminary environmental
information associated with any
Environmental Statement to be
submitted as part of the application;

e notification of the proposed application
to the Planning Inspectorate acting on

behalf of the Secretary of State;

e statutory consultation with specified
bodies, any persons with interests in
the affected land, and communities;

e preparation of a consultation report;
and

National Grid prepared, consulted on, and
published a SoCC which set out how it
proposed to consult the community in
accordance with Section 47 of the PA 2008.
LPAs were consulted on the SoCC during an
informal consultation period from 2
December 2024 and 5 January 2024 and
during a formal consultation period between
2 March 2024 and 2 April 2024. The final
SoCC was made available online on the
Project website at the start of statutory
consultation on 10 April 2024.

National Grid prepared a scoping opinion,
which was adopted by the SoS on 14
December 2022, a PEIR which was
consulted on as part of the 2024 statutory
consultation, and an ES.

National Grid notified he PINs under Section
46 of the PA 2008 of the Project.

Statutory consultation took place between 10
April 2024 and 26 July 2024. Specified
bodies, PILs and communities were
consulted in accordance with Section 42 and
Section 47 of the PA 2008.
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e submission of the application
documentation to the Planning
Inspectorate.

National Grid prepared this consultation
report under Section 37(7) of the PA 2008.
The report provides details of:

How the Applicant carried out consultation
in compliance with Section 42, Section 47
and Section 48 of the PA 2008 in relation
to the proposed application;

Any relevant responses (within the
meaning of Section 49(3) of the PA 2008;
and

How the Applicant has had regard to any
relevant responses (as per Section 49(3)
of the PA 2008.

National Grid will submit all application
documentation to the PINs.

The pre-application consultation process

006 During the pre-application stage an
Applicant must:

¢ notify the Planning Inspectorate acting
on behalf of the Secretary of State of
the proposed application on or before

commencing statutorily required

consultation under Section 46 of the
Planning Act, principally with statutory
bodies, local authorities and persons

with interests in the land;

e notify the Planning Inspectorate on
behalf of the Secretary of State that

they intend to provide an

Environmental Statement in respect of
the proposed development, or that

they will be asking the Planning

Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary
of State to adopt a screening opinion
ahead of submitting the application
(Regulation 8 of the EIA Regulations
2017); this should be informed by early
engagement with interested parties

before formal consultation under
Section 42 of the Planning Act;

1)

2)

4)

The Section 46 letter was issued on 8
April 2024 and a copy can be found in
Appendix D of this report.

National Grid identified that the project
requires an EIA during the pre-
application stage and submitted a
Scoping Report to PINs on 4 November
2022. A scoping opinion for the Project
was adopted by PINs on 14 December
2022. See Appendix E of this report.

Paragraph 5.2.4 of the SoCC also
confirms that the project is an EIA
development and confirms publicity and
consultation activities regarding the
PEIR.

An ES is provided in Volume 6
(application documents 6.1 to 6.21) of
the DCO application.
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prepare a statement in consultation
with the relevant local authority or
authorities, commonly termed the
Statement of Community Consultation
(“SoCC"), which describes how the
Applicant proposes to consult the local
community about their project and
then carry out consultation in
accordance with that statement, as
required by Section 47 of the Planning
Act and Regulation 12 of the EIA
Regulations 2017,

make the SoCC available for
inspection by the public in a way that
is reasonably convenient for people
living in the vicinity of the land where
the development is proposed,
publishing the statement and a
newspaper notice stating where and
when the statement can be inspected,
as required by Section 47 of the
Planning Act;

5) National Grid prepared a SoCC in
accordance with Section 47 of the
Planning Act and Regulation 12 of the
EIA Regulations 2017.

6) A draft SOCC was provided to 13 LPAs
on 1 December for informal review. The
informal period of consultation on the
SoCC started on 2 December 2023 until
5 January 2024. And the formal period
from 2 March 2024 and 2 April 2024.
The statutory consultation was compliant
with the SoCC. Section 8.10 of this
report details how statutory consultation
was undertaken in accordance with the
SoCC.

In accordance with Section 47(6)(a) the
SoCC was made available online on the
Project website, in line with the changes to
certain publicity requirements introduced by
the Infrastructure Planning (Publication and
Notification of Applications etc.)
(Amendment) Regulations 2020, at the start
of the statutory consultation period on 10
April 2024.

Reference copies were available at 24
inspection points along the route and at
public events. A list of inspection points can
be found in Chapter 8 of this report.

Printed or alternative format copies were
available on request.

In accordance with Section 47(6)(b) the
SoCC Section 47 notice was published in the
following newspapers circulating in the
vicinity of the Project:

e East Anglian Daily Times — 10 April 2024
e Eastern Daily Press — 10 April 2024
e London Gazette — 10 April 2024

e The Guardian — (an incorrect version was
published on 10 April 2024. The corrected
version was published on 17 April 2024)

e Essex Chronicle — 11 April 2024

A copy of the newspaper notices can be
found in Appendix H of this report.
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¢ identify and consult statutory
consultees, local authorities and all
persons with land interests as required
by Section 42 of the Planning Act and
Regulation 3 and Schedule 1 to the
Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 (as amended) (“the
APFP Regulations 2009");

e publicise the proposed application in
accordance with Section 48 of the
Planning Act, Regulation 13 of the EIA
Regulations 2017 and Regulation 4 of
the APFP Regulations 2009;

e set a deadline for consultation
responses required by Section 42 of
the Planning Act of not less than 28
days from the day after receipt of the
consultation documents as required by
Section 45 of the Planning Act;

e have regard to relevant responses to
publicity and consultation required by
Section 49 of the Planning Act;

National Grid identified and consulted as
required by Section 42 of the PA 2008.

The Section 48 notice was published in three
local newspapers for two consecutive weeks,
a national paper for one week and the
London Gazette for one week.

The consultation was extended by a period of
five weeks as detailed in Section 3.4.1 and
the Section 48 notice was republished
detailing the consultation extension in the
same newspapers.

See Appendix H of this report for details.

Statutory consultation was held between 10
April 2024 until 26 July 2024 for a period of
15 weeks. During the General Election, the
consultation period was extended five weeks
to allow the public to have time to respond to
the consultation.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the 2022 non-statutory
consultation can be found in Chapter 5 of
this report and in Appendix B of this report.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the 2023 non-statutory
consultation can be found in Chapter 6 of
this report and in Appendix C of this report.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the statutory consultation can
be found in Chapter 9 of this report.

National Grid’s response to publicity and
consultation for the targeted consultations
undertaken between January and April 2025
can be found in Chapter 10 of this report.

National Grid’s response to consultation for
the further landowner consultations
undertaken between June and August 2025
can be found in Chapter 11 of this report.

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury

79



Para Guidance Comment

e prepare a consultation report showing This Consultation Report (application
how the Applicant has met the document 5.1) is submitted as part of the
consultation requirements of sections  application for development consent.

42, 47 and 48 of the Planning Act and
how the proposed application has
been amended to take account of the
relevant responses;

e meet the requirements of Section 37 of
the Planning Act by submitting this
consultation report to the Planning
Inspectorate acting on behalf of the
Secretary of State with the application
for development consent for
consideration in the decision whether
the application is accepted for
examination; and

¢ have regard to this guidance as National Grid has complied with Section 50 of
required by Section 50 of the Planning the PA 2008 guidance on pre-application
Act. consultation, evidenced in this table.

What is the timescale for pre-application and when does it start?

007 Applicants will normally carry out Chapters 5 and 6 of this report provides an
preparatory work of project development, overview of the pre-application consultations.
including informal early engagement with  Throughout the lifetime of the Project, our
local communities, local authorities and proposals have developed through

statutory consultees prior to the formal consultation with local communities,
start of the pre-application stage of the landowners and businesses and
NSIP consenting process. stakeholders.

There is no prescribed period of time for  Consultations commenced well in advance of
the pre-application stage. The amount of the proposed DCO application date, allowing
work involved in preparation and time for consultees to understand and
consultation will vary, driven by the meaningfully contribute to the design of the
complexity of the proposed NSIP, the time proposals. The four stages held between
necessary to address issues raised in the 2022 and 2025 provided consultees with the
preparation of the application, and other  opportunity to influence the Project.

factors including any surveys necessary  Commencing consultation early has allowed

for an environmental ImpaCt assessment. the Project to be informed by the pub“C and
all consultees throughout the design process,
while being sufficiently developed to provide
some detail on what is being proposed. More
details of the consultation process can be
found in Chapter 3 of this report.

At statutory consultation, the Project
information was available online and in hard
copy to support the consultation (information
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is still available on the project website in the
document library).

These included the Project Background
Document, Community Newsletter 2024,
PEIR, 2024 Design Development Report,
2024 Strategic options Backcheck and
Review, 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation
Feedback Report, Interactive Project Map,
Consultation notices, SoCC, Feedback
Questionnaire, Section 47 and Section 48
notices.

Environmental Impact Assessment

011 Major infrastructure projects will normally The Project is an ‘EIA Development’. On 4
be of a size, scale and nature that they November 2022, National Grid submitted a
will constitute Environmental Impact Scoping Report to the SoS for Business,
Assessment (EIA) development described Energy and Industrial Strategy, to inform the
within the terms of the EIA Regulations EIA for the Project.

2017. An Applicant cannot begin to carry  jithin the Scoping Report, National Grid

out Statutory consultation under Section gave formal written notification under

42 of the Planning Act until they have Regulation 8(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations
taken the necessary steps under 2017 that it considers the Project will require
Regulation 8 of the EIA Regulations 2017 (and that National Grid will in due course

to establish whether an EIA is required.  provide) an ES in respect of the Project and it

Where the proposed development is is considered to be an ‘EIA Development’. A
determined to be EIA development, an scoping opinion for the Project was adopted
Applicant will need to submit an by PINs (on behalf of the SoS) on 14

Environmental Statement along with their December 2022 having consulted with the
application. Although it is not mandatory, relevant consultation bodies in accordance
an Applicant can request the Planning with Regulation 10(6) of the EIA Regulations
Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of 2017.

State to provide an opinion on the scope  The Section 48 notice (included with the

of the Environmental Statement (the Section 46 notification) confirmed an ES
scoping opinion’) i.e. what the would be prepared and submitted as part of
assessment does, and does not, need t0  the submission of an application for
consider. Such a request must be development consent.

accompanied by the information provided
by the Applicant required by Regulation
10 of the EIA Regulations 2017 in order
that the Planning Inspectorate can make a
fully informed view and respond within 42

PINs were aware at an early stage that
National Grid intended to submit an ES along
with the DCO application.

days
011 Regulations 11 to 13 of the EIA Noted — comments on regulations 11 to 13 in
Regulations 2017 set out the pre- rows that follow.

application publicity and consultation
requirements for the EIA process
pursuant to sections 47 and 48 of the
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Planning Act. Where there are obligations
upon the Secretary of State, these are
carried out by the Planning Inspectorate:

Regulation 11 of the EIA Regulations
2017 requires the Secretary of State to
notify the prescribed consultation bodies
of their duty to consult with the Applicant
and make any information relevant to the
preparation of the Environmental
Statement available to the Applicant (if
requested to do so by the Applicant). It
also requires the Secretary of State to
provide the Applicant with a list of those
notified consultation bodies;

Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations
2017 requires that the Applicant's SoCC
must state whether the project constitutes
EIA development and, if it does, how the
Applicant intends to publicise and consult
on preliminary environmental information
(PEI); and

National Grid was provided with a list of
those notified consultation bodies. The full list
is available in Chapter 12 of this report.

Paragraph 1.1.2 of the SoCC states:

1.1.2 National Grid expects the
proposed Project to be classified as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project (“NSIP”) and requires consent
from the Secretary of State for Energy
Security and Net Zero (the “SoS”) via
a Development Consent Order
(“DCQO”). This document has been
prepared in line with Section 47(1) of
the Planning Act 2008 (“the Planning
Act”), which requires Applicants to
prepare a statement explaining how
they will consult with people living in
the vicinity of the land where the
Project is proposed to be located, from
here called “the local community”
about the proposed application, and to
carry out pre-application consultation
in accordance with this statement. As
the proposed Project is an
Environmental Impact Assessment
(“EIA™) development, this SoCC
therefore also sets out how National
Grid intends to publicise and consult
on the preliminary environmental
information, in accordance with
regulation12 of the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the
EIA Regulations”).’
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Regulation 13 of the EIA Regulations National Grid consulted environmental
2017 requires that publicity of project consultees as required by Section 42(1)(a).
proposals under Section 48 of the In line with Advice Note Seven (PINS),

Planning Act must also encompass the National Grid published a PEIR alongside the
requirements of the EIA process and at consultation material. This presented the

the time of publishing the proposed likely significant effects of the Project to
application, Applicants must notify all the enable consultees to develop an informed
notified consultation bodies. view of the Project and its effects so that they

could provide detailed comments on the
design and mitigation of the project.

Applicants need to give consultation National Grid included a PEIR and NTS of
bodies sufficient information about the the PEIR in the documents published for the
characteristics of the proposed NSIP in purposes of the statutory consultation to give
order to enable them to respond in an consultees as much information as possible

effective and timely way about the likely  on the characteristics of the Project.
environmental effects and avoid
unnecessary delay. Applicants should
discuss providing digital material where
possible with relevant statutory

The PEIR details the environmental
information and the results of the preliminary
assessments of any likely significant
environmental effects of the Project. Each

consultees. . :

technical chapter has a section called
Part 6 of the Levelling-up and ‘Preliminary Assessment Key Parameters
Regeneration Act 2023 contains and Assumptions’ which sets out the

provisions to replace the current Strategic assumptions. It is then followed by ‘Further
Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Assessment’ which says what else will be
EIA requirements with a new regime of done as part of the ES. The PEIR was
Environmental Outcome Reports (EOR). available to download from the Project
Until the EOR regulations are in place to  website, to view at the inspection locations
commence this new regime, the existing and available on request.

arrangements for environmental

assessment remain in place and this

guidance should be followed accordingly.

Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI)
012 Where an NSIP is determined to be EIA  National Grid produced a PEIR which was

development in line with Regulation 8 of  prepared in accordance with The Planning
the EIA Regulations 2017 the Applicant is Inspectorate’s Advice Note 7: Environmental

required by Regulation 12 of the EIA Impact Assessment: Process, Preliminary
Regulations 2017 to publish sufficient Environmental Information and

Preliminary Environmental Information Environmental Statements (Planning

(PEI) to enable consultees to develop an Inspectorate, 2020). The purpose of the PEIR
informed view of the likely significant was to give consultees an understanding of
environmental effects of the proposed the potential likely significant effects (positive
development. The information required or negative) to enable them to prepare well-
will be different for different types and informed responses to the statutory

sizes of projects and it may also vary consultation.
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depending on the audience of a particular
consultation.

Applicants are advised to consult any
relevant existing environmental
assessments or survey information, in the
first instance to get an idea of what
environmental effects could arise. The key
issue is that the information presented
must be clear to all consultees, even if it is
of specialised technical nature. As
required by Schedule 4 of the EIA
Regulations 2017 any difficulties or areas
of uncertainty such as in data collection,
forecasting methods or scientific
knowledge must be identified and
acknowledged.

There is no prescribed format for PEI.
However, depending on the availability of
material, Applicants are encouraged to
prepare this as an early draft of the
Environmental Statement and include it as
such as part of the statutory consultation
under sections 42, 47 and 48 of the
Planning Act. If Applicants decide to take
a different approach, they should be clear
with consultees about the status of the
PEI.

In any event, Applicants will need to
maintain close dialogue with statutory
consultees throughout the pre-application
period. The provision of PEI can help
statutory consultees to understand the
environmental effects of the development
and may assist in the identification and
addressing of potential issues at an early
stage in the pre-application process.

The PEIR provides the available
environmental information and the results of
the preliminary assessments of any likely
significant effects of the Project.

Each technical chapter has a section called
‘Preliminary Assessment Key Parameters
and Assumptions’ which sets out the
assumptions. It is then followed by ‘Further
Assessment’ which said what else would be
done as part of the ES.

A NTS of the PEIR was also produced.

The PEIR and NTS were available:

e to download in the document library of the
Project website;

e as a paper copy upon request;

e at the inspection locations listed in Table
8.11; and

e at public information events listed in
Table 8.10.

Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA)

013 The Habitats Regulations provide for the

designation of sites for the protection of
certain species and habitats. When
considering whether a proposed NSIP has
the potential to significantly affect the
integrity of such sites, the Applicant must
provide a report as required by Regulation
5(2)(g) of the APFP Regulations 2009.

National Grid has prepared a Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA) Report which
is included within the application for
development consent (application document
5.3). This provides the information required
for the SoS to undertake an appropriate
assessment.
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This must include the site(s) that may be
affected, together with sufficient
information to enable the relevant
Secretary of State, as decision maker, to
conclude whether an appropriate
assessment is required under the Habitats
Regulations, and, if so, to undertake such
an assessment.

013 As NPSs reiterate, it is the Applicant’s
responsibility to provide all the material
and evidence as part of the application to
enable the Secretary of State to carry out
their statutory obligations. Where the
Applicant is of the view that there are no
likely significant effects, this is best
presented in the form of a report which
contains all the material necessary to
justify the conclusions reached, and
evidence of the extent of agreement with
statutory nature conservation bodies
(SNCBs). One way of doing this is for an
Applicant to agree an evidence plan with
the SNCBs to support a HRA where there
are extensive or complex issues.

The Planning Inspectorate can also
comment on the Applicant’s draft HRA
report if agreed as part of the pre-
application service in advance of formal
submission of the application. Applicants
must therefore build in sufficient time
during the pre-application stage to consult
with the SNCBs and, if they consider it
appropriate, with any relevant non-
statutory nature conservation bodies, in
order to gather the necessary evidence
and material.

016 The strong expectation is that Applicants
of proposed NSIPs will act reasonably in
engaging with landowners, and likewise
landowners will cooperate with Applicants
to provide them with the information that
they need and facilitate access to their
land as required, even if they object to the
principle of the development. Such
cooperation does not preclude, remove or
reduce any of the landowner’s rights to
participate in the consultation on an

National Grid has consulted with Natural
England on the preparation of the HRA
Report (application document 5.3). The HRA
Report identifies the other organisations that
were consulted when gathering data and
evidence to produce the assessment.

National Grid consulted with landowners and
all persons identified under Section 44, being
PILs affected by the Project.

The Applicant sent a letter informing of the
consultation to the Section 42(1)(d) and
Section 44 consultees. The letter was sent to
5,016 PILs in the week commencing 8 April
2024.
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application or make representations about
it during the examination.

As new PILs were identified, they were
written to. More information available in
Section 8.7 of this report.

The consultation was extended by five weeks
following the announcement of the General
Election. A letter detailing the extension,
including the new consultation deadline was
sent to the Section 42(1)(d) and Section 44
consultees on the week commencing 10
June 2024. The letter was sent to 5,108 PILs.

As new PILs were identified, they were
written to. More information available in
Section 8.7 of this report.

A summary of the numbers of PILs consulted
overall and how many fell into each of the
categories set out in Section 44 can be found
in Table 8.2 of this report.

National Grid undertook consultation with
PILs as part of further targeted consultation,
which took place over three stages, as
follows:

¢ Norfolk and Suffolk targeted non-statutory
community consultation and consultation
of PILs between 30 January and 3 March
2025.

e Essex and Thurrock targeted non-
statutory community consultation and
consultation of PILs between 25 February
and 27 March 2025.

e Thurrock 3 targeted statutory community
consultation and consultation of PILs
between 18 March and 17 April 2025.

More information is available in Chapter 10
of this report.

Further landowner consultation took place as
follows:

e Consultation with newly identified
Category 1 and 2 PILs took place
between 5 June and 18 July 2025;

e Consultation with previously consulted
Category 1 and 2 PILs took place
between 18 June and 18 July 2025; and

e Consultation with Category 3 PILs took
place between 10 July and 22 August
2025.
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More information is available in Chapter 11
of this report.

Marine Management Organisation (MMO)

018 Section 149A of the Planning Act provides
that a DCO may include a marine licence
deemed to have been issued under Part 4

of the Marine and Coastal Access Act

2009. Such marine licences are issued by

the Marine Management Organisation

(MMO), and where an Applicant intends to
seek such a licence as part of the DCO it
is essential that the MMO is consulted at

the earliest opportunity to agree the
content of the deemed marine licence

(DML) and the range of conditions which
will be applied. The MMO is responsible

for enforcing these conditions, post-
consent monitoring, and varying,
suspending, or revoking any DML(s)
included as part of a made DCO.

Although the application does not affect
waters in or adjacent to England up to the
seaward limits of the territorial sea, National
Grid consulted the Marine Management
Organisation under Section 42(1)(a) of the
Planning Act 2008 on a precautionary basis
as the organisation was identified in the
Scoping Opinion.

National Grid consulted the Marine
Management Organisation as part of the
statutory consultation held between 10 April
2024 and 26 July 2024. A copy of the letter
sent to Section 42(1)(a) persons prescribed
is provided in Appendix F of this report. As
detailed in Section 3.4.1 of this report the
statutory consultation was extended by five
weeks following the announcement of the
General Election. A letter detailing the
extension was sent to Section 42(1)(a)
persons prescribed on 5 June 2024. A copy
of the letter is provided in Appendix F of this
report.

The Marine Management Organisation was
also consulted as a Section 42(1)(a)
prescribed persons during the targeted
consultations held in 2025. A summary of the
targeted consultation is provided in Chapter
10 of this report. Copies of the letters sent in
relation to the targeted consultations is
provided in Appendix K of this report.

How can pre-application consultation shape proposals and help prepare applications

that are accepted for examination?

019 Applicants are responsible for consulting

on proposed applications for DCOs.
Applicants are specifically required to
undertake statutory pre-application

consultation activities as stipulated in the

following legislation:
section 42 of the Planning Act, together

with the provisions of sections 43 and 44

Section 42(1)(a)

National Grid consulted all persons
prescribed under Section 42(1)(a) of the PA
2008.

On 10 April 2024, the Applicant sent a
consultation letter to the Section 42(1)(a)
consultees, along with a copy of the
community newsletter and Section 48 notice.

of the Planning Act, requires Applicants to An email containing the letter and Section 48

consult certain persons, including
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statutory consultees, local authorities, and

others with a relevant interest in the land
to which the proposed application relates,
prior to the submission of an application.

The prescribed list of statutory consultees

for the purposes of Section 42 of the
Planning Act is set out in Schedule 1 to
the APFP Regulations 2009, as amended
by the Infrastructure Planning
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations
2024;

notice was also sent to the Section 42(1)(a)
consultees on 10 April 2024.

The consultation was extended by five weeks
following the announcement of the General
Election. A letter detailing the extension,
including the new consultation deadline was
sent to the Section 42(1)(a) consultees on 5
June 2024, along with a copy of the updated
Section 48 notice. An email containing the
letter and Section 48 notice was also sent on
5 June 2024.

A full list of the bodies consulted under
Section 42 (1)(a), as identified through
Schedule 1 of the Applications: Prescribed
Forms and Procedure (APFP) Regulations
can be found at Appendix F of this report.

In April 2024, The Infrastructure Planning
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations 2024
detailed amendments to Schedule 1.
Transitional provisions in those regulations
stated:

‘The amendments in regulation 2 do not
apply to any proposed application for an
order granting development consent where
the Applicant has started to consult under
Section 42 of the Act before 30th April 2024.

The Norwich to Tilbury statutory consultation
commenced on 10 April 2024 and therefore
the amendments to Schedule 1 detailed in
Infrastructure Planning (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Regulations 2024 did not apply.
Nonetheless, the 2024 amendments were
followed, as detailed in Section 8.4 of this
report.

Section 42(1)(aa)

The Proposed Development is an inland
development so would not affect, nor would
be likely to affect, any of the areas specified
in Section 42(2) of the PA 2008.

Therefore, the Applicant did not consult with
the Marine Management Organisation.

Section 42(1)(b) under Section 43

The Applicant consulted with each LPA
identified in Section 43.

The Applicant sent a consultation letter to
Section 42(1)(b) consultees, along with a
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copy of the Project community newsletter and
the Section 48 notice on 10 April 2024. An
email containing the letter and Section 48
notice was also sent to the Section 42(1)(b)
consultees on 10 April 2024

The consultation was extended by five weeks
following the announcement of the General
Election. A letter detailing the extension,
including the new consultation deadline was
sent to the Section 42(1)(b) consultees on 5
June 2024, along with a copy of the updated
Section 48 notice. An email containing the
letter and Section 48 notice was also sent on
5 June 2024.

A full list of the bodies consulted under
Section 42 (1)(b), as identified in Section 43
can be found in Table 8-1 of this report and
Appendix F of this report.

Section 42(1)(c)

The Proposed Development is not within the
Greater London Area and therefore did not
require consultation with the Section 42(1)(c)
consultee.

Section 42(1)(d)

The Applicant consulted all persons identified
under Section 44, being PILs affected by the
Project.

The Applicant sent a letter informing of the
consultation to the Section 42(1)(d) and
Section 44 consultees. The letter was sent to
5,016 PILs in the week commencing 8 April
2024.

As new PILs were identified, they were
written to. More information available in
Section 8.7 of this report.

The consultation was extended by five weeks
following the announcement of the General
Election. A letter detailing the extension,
including the new consultation deadline was
sent to the Section 42(1)(d) and Section 44
consultees on the week commencing 10
June 2024. The letter was sent to 5,108 PILs
(the total number of letters issued for the
second mailout is different to the initial
mailout due to some unidentified PILs being
issued a site notice instead of a letter. The
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e Section 47 of the Planning Act

requires Applicants to consult relevant

local authorities on what is to be in

their SoCC setting out how Applicants

intend to consult the local community

on the proposed DCO application, and

then carry out consultation in
accordance with the SoCC;

e Section 48 of the Planning Act
requires Applicants to publicise the

proposed application in the prescribed

manner as set out in Regulation 4 of
the APFP Regulations 2009; and

difference in volume of PILs written to was

likely affected by one or all of the following

factors including properties being bought or
sold, notifications of deceased owners and

historic Land Registry records)

As new PILs were identified, they were
written to. More information available in
Section 8.7 of this report.

A summary of the numbers of PILs consulted
overall and how many fell into each of the
categories set out in Section 44 can be found
in Table 8.2 of this report.

The Applicant prepared a draft SoCC which
set out how the Applicant proposed to
consult the community. In compliance with
Section 47 of the PA 2008, it explained how
the Applicant would consult the local
community on the Project, when and where
the consultation would be held, the
information that would be available during the
consultation and who would be consulted.

The Applicant’s consultation process was
carried out in accordance with the SoCC.
Section 8.10 of this Consultation Report sets
out how the statutory consultation was
undertaken in accordance with the SoCC.

Further details on the process for preparing

the SoCC can be found in Chapter 7 of this
report. The final published SoCC is provided
in Appendix E of this report.

The Applicant prepared and published a
Section 48 notice in accordance with
Regulation 4(2) of the APFP Regulations in
the following newspapers:

e East Anglian Daily Times — 10 April 2024
and 17 April 2024

e Eastern Daily Press — 10 April 2024 and
17 April 2024

e London Gazette — 10 April 2024

e The Guardian — 10 April 2024 (an
incorrect version). The corrected version
was published on 17 April 2024

e Essex Chronicle — 11 April 2024 and 18
April 2024
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e the EIA Regulations 2017 set out
requirements for preparing

Environmental Statements prior to the

submission of a DCO application,
including engaging with statutory
consultees and local authorities prior
to formal pre-application activities
under Section 42 of the Planning Act.

Following the announcement of the General
Election, the consultation was extended by a
period of five weeks. The Section 48 notice
was republished in the following newspapers:

e East Anglian Daily Times — 12 June 2024
and 19 June 2024

e Eastern Daily Press — 12 June 2024 and
19 June 2024

e London Gazette — 12 June 2024
e The Guardian — 12 June 2024

e Essex Chronicle — 13 June 2024 and 20
June 2024

A copy of the newspaper notices can be
found in Appendix H of this report.

The Section 48 notice included the
consultation deadline of 11:59pm Tuesday
18 June 2024.

The republished Section 48 notice (detailing
the five week extension following the
announcement of the General Election)
included the new consultation deadline of
11:59pm Friday 26 July.

The SoCC made clear that it was produced
pursuant to Section 47(1) of the PA 2008 and
Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations 2017. It
also makes clear that likely significant
environmental effects of the Project would be
consulted on, alongside potential
environmental mitigation identified to reduce
likely significant environmental effects. The
SoCC states that an ES would be prepared
as part of the application for development
consent.

The SoCC further stated that preliminary
environmental information (in the form of a
PEIR) will form part of the consultation
materials, stating that the full PEIR will be
made available including on the Project
website and in paper form, and that the PEIR
will also outline any limitations to the current
assessments. The SoCC is therefore clear
that a PEIR is to be prepared and consulted
on, and how National Grid intends to
publicise and consult on this document.
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Early involvement of local communities,

local authorities and statutory consultees

during the pre-application stage, both
through consultation and other forms of
engagement, can bring about significant
benefits for all parties

Without adequate pre-application

consultation in line with the legislation, the

subsequent application when it is

submitted to the Planning Inspectorate will

not be accepted to proceed to
examination. The Planning Inspectorate

takes into account the responses received

from local authorities during the

acceptance period to determine on behalf

of the Secretary of State whether the
consultation is adequate.

The Planning Inspectorate can either

accept or decline to accept the application

for examination. Where during the
acceptance stage the Planning

Inspectorate considers that the application

IS not satisfactory, it may advise the

Applicant to withdraw the application, and

if appropriate can also recommend that
the Applicant carries out further
consultation activity or engagement
before the application is resubmitted.

Effective pre-application consultation is
key to developing well-prepared
applications that are understood by the
public. Consultation on development
proposals allows consultees and local
communities to influence how
infrastructure that meets a national need

A copy of the SoCC can be found in
Appendix E of this report.

The PEIR was produced and consulted on
during the statutory consultation between 10
April 2024 and 26 July 2024. The PEIR
provided a snapshot of the environmental
information available at the relevant time, in
the case of the Project at the statutory
consultation stage.

The local communities, LPAs and statutory
consultees have been engaged throughout
the development of the Project, since the first
staged non-statutory consultation was held in
2022 and second in 2023. Further details
about the engagement with communities
during the statutory consultation can be
found in Chapter 9 of this report.

The consultation was undertaken (two non-
statutory, and one statutory consultation
described in Chapters 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10 of
this report) during the pre-application stage to
ensure that issues arising were considered
and taken into account.

The LPAs have been engaged throughout
the pre-application period and were
consulted on the SoCC. National Grid
developed a Host Authority Engagement
Plan which was circulated by the Project
team to the host authorities on 1 December
2023 and iterations have been issued as the
Project progressed.

Consultation with key stakeholders began in
2022 and has been ongoing. Stakeholders
have been engaged at an early stage of the
process to discuss points raised in the
Scoping Opinion and to reach an agreement
on these matters and further comments
received.
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can be accommodated in their area, and  Local communities, LPAs, statutory

enables Applicants to more effectively consultees and other stakeholders have also
shape proposals. been engaged throughout the development
From a consultee’s perspective’ engaging of the Pr0jeCt, since the first Staged non-

in pre_app”cation Consu“:ation’ inc|uding Statutory consultation was held in 2022 and
for examp|e offering constructive second in 2023. Further details about the

mitigations to reduce a scheme’s impact ~€ngagement with communities during the

on the local community and environment, Statutory consultation can be found in

does not undermine any submission on ~ Chapter 9 of this report.

the principle of whether or not A full list of the consultation carried out with

development consent should be granted. key stakeholders to date and a summary of
the matters discussed in relation to the ES is
provided within the ES Appendix (application
documents 6.5.A1).

How can Applicants ensure consultation is proportionate?

020 The pre-application consultation National Grid held a non-statutory
undertaken should be proportionate to the consultation between 21 April 2022 until 16
scale and nature of the project and its June 2022, the report is provided in
effects. A ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach is not Appendix B of this report.

appropriate. For a straightforward and National Grid held another non-statutory
uncontroversial application, an Applicant  consultation between 27 June 2023 until 21

may choose to discharge the obligations  Aygust 2023, the report is provided in
Of SeCtlonS 42, 47 and 48 Of the Planning Appendix C of this report_

Act concgrrently_ In a single round of Statutory consultation was held between 10
consultation, or in separate stages. For April and 26 July 2024.

more complex proposals, an Applicant
may choose to conduct a non-statutory
round of consultation (for example
considering options) before undertaking a

Three targeted consultations ran in 2025 to
cover key Project changes:

Norfolk and Suffolk (non-statutory) was

statutory round of consultation, or they held between 30 January 2025 until 3

may choose to run a multi-stage statutory March 2025;

consultation process. e Essex and Thurrock (non-statutory) was
held between 25 February until 27 March
2025; and

e Thurrock 3 (statutory) was held between
18 March until 17 April 2025.

Some Applicants may have their own The statutory consultation ran for 15 weeks
distinct approaches to consultation, from 10 April 2024 to 26 July 2024, allowing
perhaps drawing on their own or relevant adequate time for consultees to respond to

sector experience, for example if there are the statutory consultation.

industry protocols that can be adapted.

Larger, more complex applications are

likely to warrant going beyond the

statutory 28-day minimum timescales for

consultation laid down in the Planning Act
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to ensure enough time for consultees to
understand project proposals and
formulate a response.

The timing and duration of consultation
will be likely to vary from project to
project, depending on size and
complexity, and the range and scale of
the effects. Applicants should therefore
set consultation deadlines that are
realistic and proportionate to the proposed
project.

Once Applicants have completed the
consultation process set out in their
SoCC, where a proposed application is
amended in the light of responses to
consultation then, unless those
amendments materially and substantially
change the proposed application or
materially changes its effects as a whole,
the amendments themselves should not
trigger a need for further consultation. The
amendments can be reported as part of
the consultation report submitted with the
application.

Only where the project taken as a whole
changes very significantly, and to such a
large degree that what is being taken
forward is fundamentally different from
what was previously consulted on, should
re-consultation on the proposed
application as a whole be considered.

In understanding whether there has been
a material and substantial change,
Applicants should take into account the
following guiding factors:

e the degree of change as compared to
the proposals previously consulted
upon as a whole;

e the number of materially worse
environmental effects as compared to
what has been the subject of previous
consultations; and

The Project did not change very substantially
as a whole following the statutory
consultation so, it was not necessary to
repeat the community wide statutory
consultation for the Project as a whole.

Chapter 10 of this report describes the three
targeted consultations that took place in
2025:

Norfolk and Suffolk (non-statutory)
between 30 January 2025 until 3 March
2025;

e Essex and Thurrock (non-statutory)
between 25 February until 27 March
2025; and

e Thurrock 3 (statutory) between 18 March
until 17 April 2025.

A full re-consultation was considered
unnecessary as the Project did not change to
such a large degree that the proposals
became fundamentally different from what
was presented at the statutory consultation
stage. However, following the 2024 statutory
consultation a targeted consultation
approach was used in line with the guidance.
More information is detailed in Section 10.1
of this report.
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¢ the level of public interest, and the
likelihood that such interest would
merit further consideration in the
context of that change.

For any material change to a part of the

The SoCC included the following statement

proposed application where the project as in Section 6.3.1 Further Consultation;

a whole is not fundamentally changed, for
example in the case of linear aspects
where new information leads to a new
alignment for a particular section of the
proposal, a bespoke and targeted
approach to further consultation can be
adopted, which can address the specific
consultation obligations arising
proportionately.

Targeted consultation can be statutory or
non-statutory or a combination of the two
depending on whether new persons
needing to be consulted under Section 42
of the Planning Act have been identified,
but such targeted consultation will not
require the production of PEI provided
proportionate and appropriate information
on environmental implications of any
changes, where necessary, is provided.

‘6.3.1 If, following the statutory
consultation, National Grid considers it
is necessary to undertake further
statutory consultation, this would be
undertaken, so far as relevant,
practicable and proportionate, in
accordance with the principles and
methods set out in this SOCC or any
update to it.’

National Grid undertook targeted
consultations to provide stakeholders and the
public the opportunity feedback on proposed
changes to the proposals in specific areas,
before finalising proposals for submission.

Each proposed change was reviewed by the
project team to determine whether it would
be appropriate to undertake further bespoke
and targeted community consultation on the
change, either individually or collectively if
multiple proposed changes were grouped
geographically. The locations where the
project team judged that it would be
appropriate to undertake additional targeted
community consultation were due to the
degree of change, potentially different
environmental effects compared to those
described in the PEIR and/or the likely level
of public interest in relation to the proposed
changes at those specific locations.

The targeted consultations were undertaken
as follows:

¢ Norfolk and Suffolk (non-statutory)
between 30 January 2025 until 3 March
2025;

e Essex and Thurrock (non-statutory)
between 25 February until 27 March
2025; and

e Thurrock 3 (statutory) between 18 March
until 17 April 2025.
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Each targeted community consultation was
accompanied by an Environmental
Implications of Change (EIC) document,
setting out the project team’s review of the
proposed change and its likely environmental
implications against the assessment reported
in the Preliminary Environmental Information
Report (PEIR) published as part of the 2024
route-wide statutory consultation.

More information about the targeted
consultations is detailed in Chapter 10 of this
report.

In addition to the areas identified for targeted
community consultation, further landowner
consultation was undertaken as detailed in
Chapter 11 of this report.

Who should be consulted?

021 Sections 42 to 44 of the Planning Act,
Regulation 3 and Schedule 1 to the APFP
Regulations 2009 set out details of who
must be consulted, including statutory
bodies, the Marine Management
Organisation where appropriate, local
authorities, and persons having an
interest in the land to be developed.
Section 47 of the Planning Act sets out
the Applicant’s statutory duty to consult
local communities. In addition, Applicants
will want to consider the issues that may
need to be addressed ahead of
submission and may also wish to seek the
views of other people who are not
statutory consultees, but who may be
significantly affected by the project.

The Infrastructure Planning
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations
2024 amended the APFP Regulations
2009 by substituting a new table of
persons prescribed for the purpose of
Section 42(1)(a) of the Planning Act (duty
to consult) and also section 56(2) of the
Planning Act (notifying persons of an
accepted applications) which is covered in
the acceptance guidance. It is the
Applicant’s responsibility to ensure all

National Grid engaged with all parties during
the statutory consultation, as required by the
PA 2008. In addition, National Grid consulted
the local community within the vicinity of the
proposals, as set out under Section 47 of the
PA 2008. More information of the PCZ and
SCZ can be found in Chapter 8 of this report.

The full list of prescribed consultees as set
out in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure
Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms
and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (as
amended) is provided in Appendix F in this
report.

This table sets out where National Grid
departed from the list of Schedule 1
prescribed consultees and the appropriate
reasons for doing so. Chapter 8 of this report
also details consultation with the relevant
LPAs, as statutory consultees.

In April 2024, The Infrastructure Planning
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations 2024
detailed amendments to the prescribed list of
consultees in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure
Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms
and Procedure) Regulations 2009.

The transitional provisions in the

Infrastructure Planning (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Regulations 2024 state that the
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relevant prescribed consultees are
consulted about a proposed application.

While the list of prescribed bodies who
must be consulted was updated in April

2024, from time to time a body may cease

to exist but may still be listed as a
statutory consultee in the Regulations

pending their updating. In such situations
Applicants should identify any successor

body and consult with them in the same
manner as they would have with the
original body. Where there is no obvious
successor, Applicants should seek the

advice of the Planning Inspectorate, who

may be able to identify an appropriate
alternative consultee. Whether or not an
alternative is identified, the consultation
report should briefly note any cases
where compliance with statutory

amendments to the list of prescribed
consultees do not apply where the Applicant
has started to consult under Section 42 of the
PA 2008 before 30 April 2024.

As the Norwich to Tilbury statutory
consultation commenced on 10 April 2024,
the amendments to the prescribed list of
consultees did not apply. Nonetheless, the
2024 amendments were followed, as detailed
in Section 8.4 of this report.

National Grid also consulted with a range of
stakeholders with national and other interest
groups- more information can be found in
Chapter 8 of this report.

The feedback received during statutory
consultation and the explanation of how
National Grid has regard to it, can be found in
Chapter 9 of this report.

National Grid engaged with all relevant
parties during the 2025 targeted statutory
consultation, as required by the PA 2008.
This included all applicable prescribed bodies
in accordance with the 2024 amendments to
Schedule 1. More information is detailed in
Section 10.7 of this report. The feedback
received during targeted statutory
consultation and how National Grid had
regard to it is detailed in Chapter 10 of this
report

The list of prescribed consultees as set out in
Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedure) Regulations 2009 (as amended)
is provided in Appendix F of this report. This
table sets out where National Grid departed
from the list of Schedule 1 prescribed
consultees and the appropriate reasons for
doing so.

In April 2024, The Infrastructure Planning
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Regulations 2024
detailed amendments to the prescribed list of
consultees in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure
Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms
and Procedure) Regulations 2009.

The transitional provisions in the
Infrastructure Planning (Miscellaneous
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requirements was impossible and the
reasons why.

Provisions) Regulations 2024 state that the
amendments to the list of prescribed
consultees do not apply where the Applicant
has started to consult under Section 42 of the
PA 2008 before 30 April 2024.

As the Norwich to Tilbury statutory
consultation commenced on 10 April 2024,
the amendments to the prescribed list of
consultees did not apply. Nonetheless, the
2024 amendments were followed, as detailed
in Section 8.4 of this report.

For the targeted statutory consultation,
National Grid consulted with all applicable
prescribed bodies in accordance with the
2024 amendments to Schedule 1. More
information is detailed in Section 10.7 of this
report.

Local communities

022 |t is good practice for Applicants to work

with local stakeholders in the formative
stages of the project, through early
engagement. This can help inform the

Programme Document that they later take
to the Inception Meeting with the Planning
Inspectorate. Early engagement with local

authorities, parish and town councils can
help Applicants to ensure they find the
best approach to engage the relevant
communities in the most effective and
proportionate way.

Under Section 47 of the Planning Act,
Applicants are required to produce a
SoCC, setting out how they intend to
consult the local community on the
proposed application. Applicants should
consider how they can engage

communities in a way that supports them
to understand the necessary issues at an

appropriate stage to support preparation
of their application, and how they will
show how they have responded to their
issues of concern.

The local communities, local authorities and
statutory consultees have all been engaged
in the proposals since the first stage of non-
statutory consultation in 2022.

More details about the engagement with
communities during the 2022 and 2023 non-
statutory consultations can be found in
Chapters 5 and 6 of this report. Information
about statutory consultation activities can be
found in Chapter 8 of this report, and details
about targeted consultation activities can be
found in Chapter 10 of this report.

Appendix A of this report contains details
about engagement that has been held
outside of consultation periods.

Section 5.5 of the SoCC provides information
on promoting the consultation to those
residents, local businesses and community
organisation within the PCZ. This promotion
included press release, newspaper
advertisements, emails and letters, statutory
notices, information posters and social
media.

A copy of the SoCC can be found in
Appendix E of this report.

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury

98



Para Guidance

Comment

Local communities may need support to
help them to input to the NSIP consenting
process. Independent community liaison
chairs or forums can be used to provide
support to local communities and non-
statutory consultees to enable them to
provide an effective input to the pre-
application process. Applicants will want
to consider whether these should be
used, not least to assist an Applicant’s
own assessment of potential examination
issues in preparing their Programme
Document and SoCC.

This new guidance was published on 30 April
2024, however as statutory consultation had
commenced on 10 April prior to the new
guidance coming into force, National Grid
complied with the 2024 amendments. More
information is detailed in Chapter 8 of this
report.

Whilst independent community liaison chairs
or forums were not set up, National Grid was,
and is, committed to ensuring that any
consultation process and associated
communication is made accessible to as
many parts of the community as possible.
National Grid’s consultation activities
included:

Setting up a project specific website, email,
and dedicated telephone information line;
Mailing a consultation pack directly to
properties in the PCZ within 1 km of the
proposals;

Producing materials to support consultation;

Holding online and in person events-
including webinars and telephone
appointments;

Making information and materials available at
inspection locations in close proximity to the
Project; and

Media and social media promotional activity.
Chapter 8 of this report summarises the
Section 47 consultation with the local

community (including non-prescribed
organisations).

How should Applicants engage statutory consultees and other relevant groups?

023  Applicants must:

e consult the prescribed bodies as
appropriate under Regulation 3 and
Schedule 1 to the APFP Regulations
2009, as well as the Marine
Management Organisation in certain
circumstances, under Section 42 of
the Planning Act, giving the consultees
at least 28 days to respond;

The Applicant consulted all persons
prescribed under Section 42(1)(a) of the PA
2008. A full list of the bodies consulted under
Section 42 (1)(a), as identified through
Schedule 1 of the APFP Regulations can be
found at Appendix F of this report.

The Project does not require a marine
licence. National Grid did not consult with the
Marine Management Organisation.

The Applicant consulted with each LPA
identified in Section 43 under Section
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e publicise their proposed application
under Section 48 of the Planning Act,
and Regulation 4 of the APFP

42(1)(b). A full list of the bodies consulted
under Section 42 (1)(b), as identified in
Section 43 can be found in Table 8.1 of this
report and Appendix F of this report.

The Project is not within the Greater London
Area and therefore did not require
consultation with the Section 42(1)(c)
consultee.

The Applicant consulted all persons identified
in Section 44 under Section 42(1)(d), being
PILs affected by the Project. A summary of
the numbers of PILs consulted overall and
how many fell into each of the categories set
out in Section 44 can be found in Table 8.2
of this report.

All consultees under Section 42 were
informed of the deadline for responses in a
letter sent on 10 April 2024 notifying the
commencement of the consultation.

The deadline was also clearly stated in
consultation materials, including the
community newsletter, consultation banners,
newspaper and social media advertisements
and online material.

Consultees were asked to provide comments
by 11:59pm Tuesday 18 June 2024.

Following the announcement of the General
Election, the consultation was extended by
five weeks. A letter detailing the extension,
including the new consultation deadline was
sent to all Section 42 consultees on the week
commencing 10 June 2024.

The new consultation deadline was also
clearly stated in online material and
newspaper and social media advertisements.

Consultees were asked to provide comments
by the new deadline of 11:59pm Friday 26
July 2024.

The Applicant prepared and published a
Section 48 notice in accordance with
Regulation 4(2) of the APFP Regulations in

Regulations 2009 sets out the detail of the following newspapers:

what this publicity must entail; and

e East Anglian Daily Times — 10 April 2024
and 17 April 2024
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e by Section 49 of the Planning Act have
regard to any relevant consultation
responses from either statutory
consultees under Section 42 of the
Planning Act, local communities under
Section 47 of the Planning Act, or
wider publicity under Section 48 of the
Planning Act.

Applicants will often need detailed
technical input from statutory consultees
as expert bodies to assist with identifying
and mitigating the impacts of projects, and
other important matters. In many cases
Applicants will need to engage statutory
consultees and others before the
Inception Meeting with the Planning
Inspectorate.

Some statutory consultees have cost
recovery arrangements in place for the
advice they provide. The ability for
statutory consultees to respond effectively
to pre-application requests for advice

e Eastern Daily Press — 10 April 2024 and
17 April 2024

e London Gazette — 10 April 2024

e The Guardian — 10 April 2024 (an
incorrect version). The corrected version
was published on 17 April 2024

e Essex Chronicle — 11 April 2024 and 18
April 2024

Following the announcement of the General
Election, the consultation was extended by a
period of five weeks. The Section 48 notice
was republished in the following newspapers:

e East Anglian Daily Times — 12 June 2024
and 19 June 2024

e Eastern Daily Press — 12 June 2024 and
19 June 2024

e London Gazette — 12 June 2024
e The Guardian — 12 June 2024

e Essex Chronicle — 13 June 2024 and 20
June 2024

A copy of the newspaper notices can be
found in Appendix H of this report.

The Applicant has had regard to all relevant
responses to consultation and publicity in
accordance with Section 42, Section 47 and
Section 48.

Chapter 9 of this report details how the
Applicant had regard to the responses
received during the statutory consultation.

The Project proposals have developed
through consultation with local communities,
landowners and businesses.

Engagement with expert bodies, to seek their
technical input, supported National Grid in
the development of the design of the
proposals. National Grid sought technical
input from relevant expert bodies throughout
pre-consultation and consultation stages.

Appendix A of this report details key
activities for engagement outside of the
formal consultation periods. Chapters 5
(2022 non-statutory consultation), 6 (2023
non-statutory consultation), 8 (statutory
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means they have the information they
need from Applicants to do so. Itis
essential therefore that Applicants
arrange early engagement with statutory
consultees to avoid unnecessary delays
and the costs of having to make changes
at later stages of the consenting process.

consultation) and 10 (targeted consultations)
of this report provide details on activities
undertaken during consultation.

Persons with an Interest in Land (PILS)

024 Where an Applicant proposes to

compulsorily acquire an interest or take
temporary possession of land it does not
own in order to implement a proposed
NSIP, under Section 42 of the Planning
Act they must identify and consult people,
including those who own, occupy or have
another interest in the land in question.

It is the Applicant’s responsibility to
demonstrate at submission of the
application to the Planning Inspectorate
that due diligence has been undertaken in
identifying all land interests. Applicants
must ensure that the Book of Reference
(which records and categorises those land
interests) is sufficiently up to date at the
time of submission (acknowledging the
timescales for preparing and updating it)
and fully meets the requirements of
Regulations 5 and 7 of the APFP
Regulations 2009.

Where appropriate, the Book of
Reference should be supplemented by a
Land and Rights Negotiation Tracker,
submitted by the Applicant and updated
during the examination, setting out the
status of negotiations with landowners,
Crown bodies and statutory undertakers
affected by proposals for compulsory

acquisition of land or rights and temporary .

possession.

It should be noted that for an accepted
application, the situation concerning
compilation of land interests can continue
to evolve during the examination as new
information becomes available, and it is
not uncommon for the Book of Reference

Section 42(1)(d) consultees were identified
through diligent inquiry as having interest
following the land referencing methodology in
Appendix J of this report.

National Grid ensured due diligence has
been undertaken in identifying all land
interests. All known land interests were
consulted under Section 42(1)(d) of the PA
2008 and National Grid has made all
reasonable effort to ensure the Book of
Reference (application document 4.3) is up to
date at the point of submission.

Further details on how National Grid has
demonstrated diligent inquiry is detailed in
Section 8.7 of this report).

National Grid will continue to be proactive
and helpful in ensuring PILs identified in the
very latter stages prior to DCO submission
may understand how they can, if they so
wish, engage with the process if the
application is accepted for examination.

Any newly identified or affected PILs were
written to with:

details of the Project;
where further information could be found;

e an offer for a meeting with Fisher German
(for Category 1 and 2 PILS);

o afeedback form and a prepaid envelope
with guidance on how to submit their
comments;
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to be revised and resubmitted more than
once. This is usually a substantial
undertaking and Applicants should
dedicate sufficient time and resource,
particularly as in many cases there may
be parcels of land where there is little
information available. With this in mind,
Applicants are advised to make maximum
use of electronic data bases when
compiling the Book of Reference to
enable such changes to be made easily.

In addition, land interests can change
over time and new or additional interests
may emerge after an Applicant has
concluded statutory consultation but just
before an application is submitted. In such
a situation, the Applicant should provide a
proportionate opportunity to any new
person identified with a land interest to
make their views known on the
application. Where new interests in land
are identified very shortly before the
intended submission of an application,
despite diligent efforts earlier in the

process, it may be difficult at that stage for

Applicants to consult and take account of
any responses from those new interests
before submitting their application as
intended. If this situation arises Applicants
should be proactive and helpful in
ensuring that the person understands how
they can, if they so wish, engage with the
process if the application is accepted for
examination.

Applicants should explain in the
consultation report how they have dealt
with any new interests in land emerging
after conclusion of their statutory
consultation having regard to their duties
to consult and take account of any
responses.

e Lands Right Strategy;
Guide to reading the plans;
Land Plan showing their land interest.

Alongside, or independently of, the work
carried out to identify new PILs as a result of
minor amendments to the draft Order Limits
described above, National Grid took steps to
ensure that the Book of Reference
(application document 4.3) as a whole would
be up to date at the time of submission, in
accordance with Government guidance
(Planning Act 2008: Guidance on Pre-
application Process, March 2015).

As new PILs were identified, they were
written to. More information is available in
Section 8.7 of this report.
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An additional targeted consultation was held
over three rounds from 30 January 2025 to
17 April 2025 (see Chapter 10 in this report).
This provided an opportunity for new PILs
within the draft order limits of these three
areas not previously consulted, to submit
their feedback. PILs invited to this
consultation included those identified after 28
June 2024 and did not get chance to
participate in the statutory consultation that
concluded on 26 July 2024 as well as new
interests identified through design changes.
The PILs invited to this consultation are
summarised in Appendix K of this report.
Details on the three targeted consultation is
in Chapter 10 of this report.

Chapter 11 of this report summarises the
additional engagement held after the
targeted consultation, detailing
representations received and National Grid’'s
response to these representations.

National Grid will continue to undertake due
diligence to identify new interests in line with
the Land Referencing Methodology (see
Appendix J of this report).

National Grid has been proactive and helpful
in ensuring PILs identified in the very latter
stages prior to DCO submission may
understand how they can, if they so wish,
engage with the process if the application is
accepted for examination.

To the extent there are any, newly identified
or affected PILs were written to with:

o details of the Project;

e where further information could be found;

e how to get in touch with National Grid;
and

e to explain how there would be an
opportunity to provide comments to the
PINs once the DCO application has been
submitted.

e Offer of a meeting with Fisher German
(Cat1land?2)
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Adequacy of consultation milestone

025 This adequacy of consultation milestone
should be early enough to enable
Applicants to consider how to undertake
any additional engagement that may be
needed, but sufficiently towards the end of
the pre-application stage to assess the
adequacy of the consultation that has
been done. It is likely therefore to be no
later than around 3 months before the
intended date of submission of the
application.

The adequacy of consultation milestone
should be recorded by the Applicant and
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate as
a short statement of the elements of
consultation which have been carried out
compared with the components set out in
the Programme Document and the SoCC.
The statement should include the views
and any relevant supporting material from
local authorities if available.

The Applicant has prepared an Adequacy of
Consultation Milestone (AoCM) report. The
AoCM report has been prepared after the
Applicant undertook the following
consultations:

Non-statutory consultation in 2022
Non-statutory consultation in 2023
Statutory consultation in 2024

Targeted consultations between January
and April 2025

The Applicant has prepared an AoCM report
which details the elements of consultation
which have been carried out and how this
compares to the components set out in the
Programme Document and SoCC.

The AoCM was submitted to PINs on 13
June 2025 and is available to view on the
PINs website and in Appendix M.

Chapter 13 and Appendix M of this report
details how National Grid has had regard to
comments received on the AoCM report from
LPAs, statutory consultees and the PINs
following submission of the AoCM report to
the PINs on 13 June 2025.

The consultation report and responding to consultees

026 Applicants are required under Section 37
of the Planning Act to produce a
consultation report alongside their
application, which details how they have
complied with the consultation
requirements set out in the Planning Act
and how the proposed application has
been shaped as a result.

This report should not include an
excessively detailed description of every
element of the consultation programme.
The main objective should be to provide
clarity not just on what consultation has
been done but, crucially, how the
Applicant has taken it into account. It
should therefore:

This Consultation Report has been prepared
in fulfilment of s37(3)(c) of the PA 2008.

Multiple rounds of consultation have been
undertaken. The report details the changes
made following feedback received at every
consultation.

Chapter 5 of this report provides a summary
of the 2022 non-statutory consultation.
Section 5.6 of this chapter highlight the
changes made following the issues raised
from this consultation.
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provide a general description of the
consultation process undertaken including
the timeline;

set out specifically what the Applicant has
done to comply with the statutory
requirements of the Planning Act,
including advice issued under Section 51
of the Planning Act, relevant secondary
legislation and this guidance;

set out how the Applicant has complied
with the requirements to consult local
communities described in the SoCC;

set out any relevant responses to
consultation (but not a complete list of
responses);

provide a description of how the proposed
application for submission has been
informed and influenced by taking account
of those responses, showing any
significant changes made as a result;

provide an explanation as to why any
responses advising on changes to a
proposed project, including advice from
statutory consultees and local authorities
on effects, were not followed; and

Chapter 6 of this report provides a summary
of the 2023 non-statutory consultation.
Section 6.6 of this chapter highlight the
changes made following the issues raised
from this consultation.

Chapter 8 of this report provides a summary
of the statutory consultation undertaken.
Chapter 9 (Section 9.7) of this report
highlights the changes made following the
issues raised from the statutory consultation
as well as National Grid’s responses to the
issues raised at statutory consultation.

Chapter 10 of this report provides a
summary of the three 2025 targeted
consultations as well as National Grid’s
responses to the issues raised at the
targeted consultation.

Chapter 1 of this report provides the
overview of the process for consultation,
including the timeline.

Chapter 4 of this report provide details of
compliance with legislation, guidance and
relevant policies.

Chapter 7 of this report outlines how
National Grid carried out consultation in
accordance with the SoCC.

Responses have been thematically
presented within this report with National
Grid’s response to those matters raised. See
Chapter 9 of this report.

Chapters 5, 6, 9 and 10 of this report
describe how the proposals developed
following the non-statutory consultations and
how these were taken into consideration for
statutory consultation.

Chapter 9 of this report describes how the
proposals developed including changes
made following statutory consultation and
how these were taken into consideration.
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be expressed in terms sufficient to enable

the Planning Inspectorate to understand
fully how consultation has been
undertaken, and how the issues raised
through consultation have been
addressed or responded to.

It is good practice that those who have
contributed to the consultation are
informed of the results. The consultation
report may not be the most appropriate
format in which to respond to the points
raised by various consultee groups and
bodies. Applicants should therefore
consider producing a summary note in
plain English for the local community

setting out headline findings and how they
have been addressed, together with a link

to the full consultation report for those
interested.

This Consultation Report details how
consultations (non-statutory and statutory)
and engagement have shaped the proposals
pre-submission.

Following the 2022 non-statutory
consultation, National Grid sent a Project
update newsletter in February 2023 setting
out headline findings from the consultation.
The Project update newsletter is available on
the Project website.

Following the 2023 non-statutory
consultation, National Grid published a Post
Consultation Update in December 2023
setting out headline findings from the
consultation. The Post Consultation Update
is available on the Project website.

Following the 2024 statutory consultation,
National Grid sent a Community Newsletter
in January 2025 setting out headline findings
from the consultation. The Community
Newsletter is available on the Project
website.

National Grid also published a consultation
feedback report for each of the non-statutory
consultations. The 2022 and 2023 Non-
Statutory Consultation Reports are available
on the Project website.

The consultation materials were produced to
reflect the audiences with whom National
Grid was consulting. A number of documents
were published at the launch of the statutory
consultation, including technical reports
(describing the process undertaken and
decision made during the design of the
Project), and consultation materials.

National Grid ensured that the content of the
materials was sufficient information available
to ensure people and organisations to
understand and comment on any aspect of
the Project’s development and design.

For consultees requiring more technical
information the PEIR and NTS provided a
snapshot of the environmental survey work
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A response to points raised by consultees
with technical information is likely to need
to focus on the specific impacts for which
the body has expertise. The Applicant
should make a judgement as to whether
the consultation report provides sufficient
detail on the relevant effects, or whether a
targeted response would be more
appropriate.

030 Statements of Common Ground (SoCG)
can support this by providing a written
statement (prepared by the Applicant and
another party or parties), setting out
matters on which they agree or disagree.
Applicants are encouraged to submit
SoCGs as part of the application
documents, even if they are of a
provisional or draft nature to be developed
during the examination. It is therefore
important that these are prepared during
the pre-application period wherever
possible, particularly with statutory
consultees and affected local authorities.

032 Applicants are required to consult the
local authority in whose area a proposed
NSIP project lies (the ‘host’ local
authority). They are also required to
identify and consult the neighbouring local
authorities under the requirements of

and assessment work that had taken place to
date.

Within this report, feedback from the
community and statutory stakeholders has
been grouped into the geographical sections
(from the feedback questionnaire) and
headline issues and reported on that basis
(See Chapter 9 of this report).

As part of the design process and
assessment of effects, all feedback received
during the consultation stages has been
carefully considered. Where feedback has
been technical in nature, additional
engagement has been undertaken and has
informed the Project design and content of
the ES (or other documents as appropriate).
This report explains how feedback received
has been taken into account, cross-referring
to further information contained in other
documents such as the ES Appendix
(application document 6.5.A1) where
appropriate.

The consultee responses received did not
identify any bodies or organisations that were

not already consulted during the statutory
consultation.

The SoCGs have been prepared with the key
interested parties, including individual SoCGs
for each LPA. More information about the
SoCGs can be found in Chapter 14 of this
report.

National Grid consulted on the SoCC with 13
host authorities

e Babergh District Council;
e Basildon Borough Council;
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034

036

Section 43(2) and (2A) of the Planning
Act.

If the boundaries of the proposed
applications change, Applicants will need
to consider whether there are any
changes to the local authorities they need
to consult.

Where a combined authority or combined

county authority is in place, Applicants are .

recommended to review whether the
relevant legislation which established
those authorities brings them within scope

of the consultation requirements under the

Planning Act.

In preparing a SoCC under Section 47 of
the Planning Act, Applicants may need to
consult with a number of different local
authorities. This may particularly be the
case for long, linear projects.

Applicants have a statutory duty to consult
any local authority in whose land a project
is sited. So, where an offshore project
also features land-based development
such as an onshore cable route and
substation, the Applicant should treat the
local authority where the land-based
development is located as the main
consultee for the SoCC. The Applicant is
also advised to consider seeking views on
the SoCC from local authorities whose
communities may be affected by the
project, for example visually or through
construction traffic, even if the project is in
fact some distance from the area in
guestion. In addition, Applicants may find
it beneficial to discuss their SOoCC with

¢ Braintree District Council;

e Brentwood Borough Council,
Chelmsford City Council;

e Colchester City Council;

e Essex County Council;

e Mid Suffolk District Council;

e Norfolk County Council;

South Norfolk District Council;

Suffolk County Council;

e Tendring District Council; and

Thurrock Council.

An informal SoCC consultation notification
was sent on the 1 December 2023 along with
a copy of the draft SOCC. The period to
respond was between 2 of December 2023
until Friday 5 January 2024. See Appendix E
of this report for information.

A formal SoCC consultation notification was
sent on 1 March 2024 along with a draft copy
of the SoCC. The period to respond was
between 2 March 2024 until 2 April 2024.
See Appendix E of this report for
information.

Appendix E of this report provide details on
how National Grid had regard to the
comments made by the host authorities in
developing the SoCC.

National Grid entered informal consultation
on the SoCC with the 13 host authorities on
the 2 December 2023, ahead of formal
consultation that started on the 2 March
2024.

Chapter 7 of this report provides details
about how the SoCC was developed.
Amendments to the SoCC further to informal
and formal consultations are recorded in
documents titled ‘Regard had to
informal/formal comments on proposed
SoCC’ (both provided at Appendix E of this
report).
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any local authorities in the vicinity where
there could be an effect on harbour

facilities.

Where a local authority raises an issue or
concern about the draft SoCC which the
Applicant feels unable to address, the
Applicant is advised to work with the
authority to find an appropriate way
forward. Where this is not possible, they
should explain the reasons for this and
rationale for their course of action in the
consultation report submitted as part of

their application.

4.4 Compliance with the Statutory Section Provisions of the PA

2008

4.4.1 Table 4.3 of this report sets out how National Grid has complied with the statutory
section provisions of the Planning Act 2008, namely:

e Section 42:
e Section 45:
e Section 46:
e Section 47:
e Section 48:
e Section 49:
e Section 50:

Duty to consult;

Timetable for consultation under Section 42;

Duty to notify of proposed application;

Duty to consult local community;

Duty to publicise;

Duty to take account of responses to consultation and publicity; and

Guidance about pre-application procedure.

Table 4.3  How National Grid had complied with the Statutory requirement of the Planning

Act 2008

Statutory Regulation

Activity Undertaken Date Undertaken

Section 42: Duty to consult

The Applicant must consult the following about the proposed application:

Section 42(1)(a) such persons Meetings were held with key statutory Appendix Al

as may be prescribed.

bodies affected throughout the pre- provides details and
submission period of the DCO. All dates of meetings
relevant prescribed consultees were held with key
notified of the commencement of the statutory bodies

statutory consultation by letter along with throughout the pre-
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Section 42(1)(aa) the Marine
Management Organisation in
any case where the proposed
development would affect, or
would be likely to affect, any of

the areas specified in
subsection (2)

Section 42(1)(b) each local
authority that is within Section

43.

Section 42(1)(c) the Greater
London Authority if the land is

in Greater London.

Section 42(1)(d) each person
who is within one or more of

a copy of the Community Newsletter and
Section 48 notice. Details are contained
in Chapter 8 of this report and a copy of
the letter is in Appendix F.

Section 42(1)(aa) consultees are not
applicable for this project as detailed in
Chapter 8 of this report.

Meetings were held with LPAs affected
throughout the pre-submission period of
the DCO. All LPAs falling within the
scope of Section 43 of the PA 2008 were
notified of the commencement of the
statutory consultation by letter. Details
are contained in Chapter 8 of this report
and a copy of the letter is in Appendix F

of this report.

The project is not within the GLA and did
not require consultation with the Section

42(1)(c) consultee.

Nonetheless, the GLA was consulted in
any case under Section 42(1)(b) on a

precautionary basis.

The GLA was notified of the
commencement of the statutory
consultation, and the consultation
extension (as detailed in Section 3.4.1,
the consultation was extended by five

weeks).

Using diligent inquiry, National Grid
identified 5,016 PILs. PILs were written
to week commencing 8 April 2024 of the

submission period
of the DCO. The
statutory
consultation period
ran from 10 April
2024 to 26 July
2024.

Consultation launch
letter issued 10 April
2024.

Consultation
extension letter
issued 5 June 2024.

Not applicable

The letter was sent
to all Section
42(1)(b) consultees
on 10 April 2024

Consultation launch-
10 April 2024

Consultation
extension- 5 June
2024

Initial consultation
letters were issued
week commencing 8
April to week
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the categories set out in
Section 44.

commencement of the consultation. See
Appendix G of this report.

As new PILs were identified, they were
written to. More information available in
Section 8.7 of this report.

As detailed in Section 3.4.1 of this
report, the consultation was extended by
five weeks.

A total of 5,108 PILs were written to
(informing them of the new consultation
deadline) in letters posted week
commencing 10 June 2024. See
Appendix G of this report.

The total number of letters issued for the
second mailout is different to the initial
mailout due to some unidentified PILs
being issued a site notice instead of a
letter. The difference in volume of PILs
written to was likely affected by one or all
of the following factors including
properties being bought or sold,
notifications of deceased owners and
historic Land Registry records. As new

PILs were identified, they were written to.

More information available in Section
8.7 of this report.

Duplicate sets of consultation materials
were also provided to land agents
instructed to act on behalf of identified
PILs, with the addition of a cover letter to
reference information sent to their client.
See Appendix G of this report.

All letters that were returned to sender
were re-issued to alternative addresses.
See Appendix G of this report.

Further detail is in Chapter 8 of this
report.

The Book of Reference is provided at
Volume 4 of the DCO application
(application document 4.3).

National Grid will continue to engage
with existing PILs and also identify any
new and additional interests within
referencing limits throughout and after
the conclusion of Section 42 consultation
but before the application is submitted.

commencing 20
May 2024.

Letters detailing the
consultation launch
were issued week
commencing 10
June until the 28
June 2024 when at
least 28 days
remained of the
consultation
window.
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Section 45: Timetable for Section 42 consultation

(1) The Applicant must, when  Statutory consultation was a 15 week Initial consultation
consulting a person under period, commencing on the 10 April letters were issued
Section 42, notify the person 2024, the consultation deadline was the week commencing 8
of the deadline for the receipt 26 July 2024. April to week

by the Applicant of the A total of 5,016 Persons with an Interest commencing 20
person’s response to the in Land (PILs) were written to (informing May 2024.
consultation. them of the consultation) in letters Letters detailing the

posted week commencing 8 April 2024. consultation

As new PILs were identified, they were ~ €xtension were
written to. More information available in ~ issued week
Section 8.7 of this report. commencing 10

As detailed in Section 3.4.1, the June until the 28

consultation was extended by five weeks IJune: §§2d4 when at
of this report. eas ays

_ remained of the
A total _of 5,108 PILs were written to _ consultation
(mforr_nlng_ them of the new consultation ,inqow.
deadline) in letters posted week
commencing 10 June 2024.

As new PILs were identified, they were
written to. More information available in
Section 8.7 of this report.

(2) A deadline notified under  The 2024 Statutory Consultation took 10 April 2024 to 26
subsection (1) must not be place from 10 April 2024 to 26 July 2024, July 2024
earlier than the end of the providing a period of 107 days for
period of 28 days that begins responses. This exceeds the statutory
with the day after the day on  minimum period of 28 days for statutory
which the person receives the consultation specified by the PA 2008.
consultation documents. The consultation deadline was extended
for an additional five weeks (from 18
June 2024 to 26 July 2024) following the
announcement of the General Election.

3) In subsection (2) “the The consultation documents provided for Consultation
consultation documents” the Section 42 consultation were documents were
means the documents published at the launch of the made available from
supplied to the person by the consultation. The consultation materials the start of
Applicant for the purpose of included: consultation on 10
consulting the person. e Project Background document April 2024.

e Community Newsletter 2024
e PEIR and NTS of the PEIR
e 2024 Design Development Report

e 2024 Strategic Options Back Check
and Review
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e 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation
Feedback Report

e Project maps

e Consultation banners

¢ Interactive Project map
e Consultation notices

e SoCC

o Feedback questionnaire

¢ Guide to Interacting with our
consultation plans

Paper copies of consultation documents
were also made available at public
information events and inspection points.

Section 46: Duty to notify Secretary of State of proposed application

(1) The Applicant must supply
the Secretary of State with
such information in relation to
the proposed application as
the Applicant would supply to
the Secretary of State for the
purpose of complying with
Section 42 if the Applicant
were required by that section
to consult the Secretary of
State about the proposed
application.

(2) The Applicant must comply
with subsection (1) on or
before commencing
consultation under Section 42.

The Applicant notified the PINs under 8 April 2024
Section 46 of the PA 2008 of the

upcoming statutory consultation. The

Applicant provided the following

information:

e Letter sent to Section 42 consultees
Section 48 notice
e Consultation feedback questionnaire

The Applicant notified the PINs under 8 April 2024
Section 46 of the PA 2008 of the

upcoming statutory consultation on 8

April 2024, before the date of the

commencement of the statutory

consultation under Section 42 on 10 April

2024.

Section 47: Duty to consult local community

(1) The Applicant must
prepare a statement setting
out how the Applicant
proposes to consult, about the
proposed application, people
living in the vicinity of the land.

(2) Before preparing the
statement, the Applicant must

A SoCC was published as part of the The SoCC was
consultation documentation. published 10 April
2024

Norfolk County Council; South Norfolk Initial discussions

Council; Suffolk County Council; Mid took place to inform
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consult each local authority Suffolk District Council; Babergh District drafting of the

that is within Section 43(1) Council; Essex County Council; SoCC.

about what is to be in the Colchester City Council; Tendring District |nformal

statement. Council; Braintree District Council; consultation took
_ . Chelmsford City Council; Brentwood place from 2

(3) The deadline for the receipt goroygh Council; Thurrock Council; and  December 2023

by the Applicant of a local Basildon Borough Council were all until 5 January

authority’s response to

rovided with a draft copy of the SoCC
consultation under subsection P Py 2024.

and were formally invited to comment.

(2) is the end of the period of Formal consultation
28 days that begins with the on the SoCC took
day after the day on which the place between the 2
local authority receives the March 2024 and 2
consultation documents. April 2024 which

was a period of
more than 28 days.

(4) In subsection (3) “the The consultation documents supplied to  Informal
consultation documents” the local authorities comprised of the consultation took
means the documents draft SoCC and cover email. place from 2
supplied to the local authority December 2023

by the Applicant for the until 5 January
purpose of consulting the local 2024.

authority under subsection (2). Formal consultation

on the SoCC took
place between the 2
March 2024 and 2

April 2024.
(5) In preparing the statement, Comments were received from all 13 Informal
the Applicant must have LPAs as consulted on the draft SOCCs  consultation took
regard to any response to and National Grid responded to the place from 2
consultation under subsection comments received (with Babergh and  December 2023
(2) that is received by the Mid Suffolk District Councils submitting a until 5 January
Applicant before the deadline joint response). 2024.
imposed by subsection (3).  The draft SoCC was amended as Formal consultation
appropriate prior to the formal SoCC on the SoCC took
being published. place between the 2
Regard to responses received to the March 2024 and 2
SoCC are contained in Appendix E of ~ April 2024.
this report.
(6) Once the Applicant has The SoCC was made available or The Section 47

prepared the statement, the inspection free of charge at 24 inspection notice was
Applicant must— (a)make the points in the vicinity of the project for the published between

statement available for duration of the statutory consultation. 10 and 17 April
inspection by the publicina  Appendix E of this report contains 2024.
way that is reasonably evidence of the SoCC on the project

convenient for people living in webpage.

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 115



Statutory Regulation

Activity Undertaken Date Undertaken

the vicinity of the land, (b)
publish, in a newspaper
circulating in the vicinity of the
land, a notice stating where
and when the statement can
be inspected, and (c) publish
the statement in such manner
as may be prescribed.

(7) The Applicant must carry
out consultation in accordance
with the proposals set out in
the statement.

The SoCC was available at the
inspection points as listed in Table 8.11
of this report.

The Section 47 notice was placed in the
following three local newspapers: (see
Appendix H of this report):

East Anglian Daily Times;
e Eastern Daily Press; and
e Essex Chronicle.

National Grid promoted the consultation SoCC compliant
in line with the SoCC. Chapter 8 of this  statutory

report provides further detail on how consultation held

compliance was met. between 10 April
2024 and 26 July
2024.

Section 48: Duty to publicise the proposed application

(1)The Applicant must
publicise the proposed
application in the prescribed
manner.

The Applicant prepared and published a Between 10 April
Section 48 notice in accordance with 2024 and 20 June
Regulation 4(2) of the APFP Regulations 2024

in the following newspapers:

e East Anglian Daily Times — 10 April
2024 and 17 April 2024

e Eastern Daily Press — 10 April 2024
and 17 April 2024

e London Gazette — 10 April 2024

e The Guardian — 10 April 2024 (an
incorrect version). The corrected
version was published on 17 April
2024

e Essex Chronicle — 11 April 2024 and
18 April 2024

Following the announcement of the

General Election, the consultation was

extended by a period of five weeks. The

Section 48 notice was republished in the

following newspapers:

e East Anglian Daily Times — 12 June
2024 and 19 June 2024

e Eastern Daily Press — 12 June 2024
and 19 June 2024

e London Gazette — 12 June 2024
e The Guardian — 12 June 2024
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(2)Regulations made for the
purposes of subsection (1)
must, in particular, make
provision for publicity under
subsection (1) to include a
deadline for receipt by the
Applicant of responses to the

publicity.

e Essex Chronicle — 13 June 2024 and
20 June 2024

A copy of the newspaper notices can be
found in Appendix H of this report.

The Section 48 notice included the
consultation deadline of 11:59pm
Tuesday 18 June 2024.

The republished Section 48 notice
(detailing the five week extension
following the announcement of the
General Election) included the new
consultation deadline of 11:59pm Friday
26 July.

Section 49: Duty to take account of responses to consultation and publicity

(1) Subsection (2) applies
where the Applicant—
(a)has complied with sections

42, 47 and 48, and

(b)proposes to go ahead with
making an application for an
order granting development
consent (whether or not in the
same terms as the proposed

application).

(2) The Applicant must, when
deciding whether the
application that the Applicant
is actually to make should be
in the same terms as the

This Consultation Report details how the Non-statutory 1:
Applicant has had regard to responses  Spring/Summer
received to consultation. 2022.

Chapters 5 and 6 of this report detail Non-statutory 2:
how National Grid has taken into account Summer 2023.
feedback received during the non- Statutory:
statutory consultations. Spring/Summer

Chapter 9 of this report details how 2024.
National Grid has taken account of Targeted
responses received during the statutory  consultations:

consultation.
_ _ ¢ Norfolk and
Chapter 10 of this report details how Suffolk:

National Grid had regard to responses Winter/Spring
received during the 2025 targeted 2025
consultations.

) ] Essex and
Chapter 11 of this report details how Thurrock:
National Grid has taken account of Winter/Spring

responses received to the 2025 further 2025
landowner consultations.
e Thurrock 3:

Winter/Spring
2025
Further landowner
consultation:
Summer 2025

The Applicant has had regard to all
relevant responses to consultation and
publicity.

Chapter 5 of this report details how the
Applicant had regard to all responses
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proposed application, have
regard to any relevant
responses.

(3) In subsection (2) “relevant
response” means—

(a)a response from a person
consulted under Section 42
that is received by the
Applicant before the deadline

imposed by Section 45 in that

person's case,

(b)a response to consultation
under Section 47(7) that is
received by the Applicant

before any applicable deadline

imposed in accordance with

the statement prepared under

Section 47, or

(c)a response to publicity
under Section 48 that is
received by the Applicant

received to the 2022 non-statutory
consultation. It is also detailed in the
2022 Non-statutory Consultation
Feedback report included in Appendix B.

Chapter 6 of this report details how the
Applicant had regard to all responses
received to the 2023 non-statutory
consultation. It is also detailed in the
2023 Non-statutory Consultation

Feedback report included in Appendix C.

Chapter 9 of this report details how the
Applicant had regard to all responses
received to the 2024 statutory
consultation.

Chapter 10 of this report details how the
Applicant had regard to all responses
received to the 2025 targeted
consultations.

Chapter 11 of this report details how the
Applicant had regard to all responses
received to the 2025 further landowner
consultations.

Section 42, 47 and 48 responses are
considered in Chapter 9 of this report.

before the deadline imposed in
accordance with Section 48(2)
in relation to that publicity.
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Section 50: Guidance about pre-application procedure

(1) Guidance may be issued  National Grid considers it has complied  Ongoing
about how to comply with the  with the guidance as detailed in this
requirements of this Chapter.  report.

(2) Guidance under this
section may be issued by the
Secretary of State.

(3) The Applicant must have
regard to any guidance under
this section.

4.5 Compliance with The Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) (APFP) Regulations 2009
(as amended)

45.1 Table 4.4 of this report sets out how National Grid has complied with The
Infrastructure Planning (APFP) Regulations 2009 (as amended), namely:

e Regulation 3: Prescribed Consultees
e Regulation 4: Publicising a proposed application

Table 4.4  How National Grid has complied with the Infrastructure Planning (APFP)
Regulations 2009 (as amended)

Regulation Activity Date Undertaken

Regulation 3 Prescribed consultees

The persons prescribed for ~ The Applicant consulted all persons

the purposes of Section 42(a) prescribed under the Infrastructure

(duty to consult) are those Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms
listed in column 1 of the table and Procedure) Regulations 2009 who

in Schedule 1 to these were deemed to be relevant to this
Regulations, who must be Applicant by the descriptions set out in
consulted in the column 2 of that table.

circumstances specified in
relation to each such person
in column 2 of that table.

Regulation 4 Publicising a proposed application

(2) The Applicant must A copy of the Section 48 notice and The Section 48
publish a notice, which must  publications are in Appendix H of this notice was

include the matters report. published in various
prescribed by paragraph (3) newspaper between
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of this regulation, of the 10 April 2024 to 18
proposed application— April 2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June

2024.
(a) for at least two The Section 48 notice was placed inthe  The Section 48
successive weeks in  following local newspapers (see notice was
one or more local Appendix H of this report): published in
newspapers e East Anglian Daily Times (10 and 17 ~ hewspapers
circulating in the April 2024: and 12 and 19 June 2024) between 10 April

vicinity in which the « Eastern Daily Press (10 and 17 April 2024 to 18 April

Proposed 2024.
2024; and 12 and 19 June 2024
Development would ) The consultation

be situated: e Essex Chronicle (11 and 18 April 2024, was extended by a
and 13 and 20 June 2024) period of five weyeks

as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June
2024.

(b) once in a national The Guardian The Section 48
newspaper; notice was
published on 10
April 2024, but this
was incorrect. A
correct version of
the Section 48
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(c) once in the London The London Gazette
Gazette and, if land in
Scotland is affected,
the Edinburgh
Gazette; and

(d) where the proposed Not applicable
application relates to
offshore development

(i) once in Lloyds List;
and

(i) once in an appropriate
fishing trade journal.
(3) The matters which the notice must include are:

(a) the name and address The Section 48 notice included the
of the Applicant; following:

‘Notice is hereby given that National Grid
Electricity Transmission plc (“National

notice was
published on 17
April 2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension on 12
June 2024.

The Section 48
notice was
published 10 April
2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension on 12
June 2024.

Not applicable

The Section 48
notice was
published in
newspapers
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(b) a statement that the

Applicant intends to
make an application
for development
consent to the
Secretary of State;

(c) a statement as to

whether the
application is EIA
development;

Grid”) of National Grid House, Warwick
Technology Park, Gallows Hill, Warwick,
CV34 6DA...

The Section 48 notice included the
following:

‘...Intends to apply to the Secretary of
State for a Development Consent Order
(“DCQO”) under Section 37 of the Planning
Act 2008 (as amended) to authorise the
construction of Norwich to Tilbury.’

The Section 48 notice included the
following:

‘The Project is an Environmental Impact
Assessment (“EIA”) development, as
defined by the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment)

between 10 April
2024 to 18 April
2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June
2024.

The Section 48
notice was
published in
newspapers
between 10 April
2024 to 18 April
2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June
2024.

The Section 48
notice was
published in
newspapers
between 10 April
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Regulations 2017 (as amended). An 2024 to 18 April
Environmental Statement will therefore be 2024.

submitted as part of the proposed The consultation
application, which will contain information \yas extended by a
about the environmental effects of the period of five weeks
Project.’ as detailed in

Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June

2024.

(d) a summary of the The Section 48 notice included a The Section 48
main proposals, description of the Project and the principal notice was
specifying the location elements. published in
or route of the newspapers
Proposed between 10 April
Development; 2024 to 18 April

2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June

2024.

(e) a statement that the The republished Section 48 notice The Section 48
documents, plans and included the following: notice was
maps showing the e ‘All documents, plans and maps published in
nature and location of showing the nature and location of the Newspapers
the Proposed proposed development, including the ~ Petween 10 April
Development are preliminary environmental information, 2024 to 18 April
available for will be available to download free of 2024.
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(f)

inspection free of
charge at the places
(including at least one
address in the vicinity
of the Proposed
Development) and
times set out in the
notice;

the latest date on
which those
documents, plans and
maps will be available
for inspection;

(9) whether a charge will

be made for copies of
any of the documents,
plans or maps and the
amount of any charge;

charge from 12:00 noon on 10 April
2024 until 11:59pm on Friday 26 July
2024 on http://www.nationalgrid.com/n-
t (via the document library page).’

‘Reference copies of certain
documents showing the nature and
location of the proposed development
will also be available to view free of
charge from 12:00 noon on 10 April
2024 at the following inspection points
in the vicinity of the Project for the
duration of the consultation (until
Friday 26 July 2024)..." followed by a
table of 14 locations, addresses and
opening times.

The republished Section 48 notice
included the following:

‘All documents, plans and maps
showing the nature and location of the
proposed development, including the
preliminary environmental information,
will be available to download free of
charge from 12:00 noon on 10 April
2024 until 11:59pm on Friday 26 July
2024...

‘Reference copies of certain
documents showing the nature and
location of the proposed development
will also be available to view free of
charge from 12:00 noon on 10 April
2024 at the following inspection points
in the vicinity of the Project for the
duration of the consultation (until
Friday 26 July 2024) ...’

‘The consultation is running between
12:00 noon on 10 April 2024 and
11:59pm on Friday 26 July 2024

The Section 48 notice included the
following:

‘Requests for paper copies of the technical
documents will be reviewed on a case by-
case basis. To cover printing costs a
reasonable copying charge may apply, to
be paid for by the recipient and up-to a

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of the
report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June
2024.

The Section 48
notice was
published in
newspapers
between 10 April
2024 to 18 April
2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
period of five weeks
as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June
2024.

The Section 48
notice was
published in
newspapers
between 10 April
2024 to 18 April
2024.

The consultation
was extended by a
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maximum value of £500 for the whole period of five weeks

suite of consultation documents.’ as detailed in
Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June

2024.

(h) details of how to The Section 48 notice included the The Section 48
respond to the following: notice was
publicity; and ‘Responses to the consultation can be published in

submitted in the following ways: newspapers

between 10 April
2024 to 18 April
2024.

The consultation
was extended by a

« online via the Project website
(http://www.nationalgrid.com/n-t)

e scanning a paper copy of the Feedback
questionnaire or submitting a free text

letter or email i i
period of five weeks
* by post at Freepost N TO T as detailed in

* by email (contact@n-t.nationalgrid.com).” Section 3.4.1 of

this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June

2024.
() a deadline for receipt The republished Section 48 notice The Section 48
of those responses by included the following: notice was

the Applicant, being  ‘National Grid must receive all responses Published in

not less than 28 days  py 11:59pm on Friday 26 July 2024 to newspapers
fO”OW|ng the date ensure their consideration.’ between 10 Aprll

Whtflf‘ Lh%notice Is last 26 July 2024 was more than 28 days after gggj to 18 April
publishe the date on which the last newspaper :

notice was published. The consultation
was extended by a

period of five weeks
as detailed in
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Section 3.4.1 of
this report and the
Section 48 notice
was republished
detailing the
consultation
extension in the
same newspapers
between 12 June
2024 to 20 June

2024.
Are there any observations in The Section 48 notice was incorrectly First published on
respect of the Section 48 published by the newspaper team inthe 10 April 2024,
notice provided above? Guardian. This was corrected in later corrected on 17

versions. The correct versions of these April.
notices were published in all other

newspapers and have been available on

the Project website since the launch of the
statutory consultation.

4.6 Compliance with The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017

4.6.1 Table 4.5 of this report sets out how National Grid has complied with The
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017,
namely:

e Regulation 6: Procedure for establishing whether environmental impact
assessment is required

e Regulation 12: Consultation statement requirements
e Regulation 13: Pre-application publicity under Section 48 (duty to publicise)

Table 4.5  How National Grid has complied with The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017

Regulation Activity Date Undertaken

Regulation 8: Procedure for establishing whether environmental impact assessment is
required

(1) A person who proposes to make an  The Applicant submitted a 4 November 2022
application for an order granting Scoping Report to the PINs on
development consent must, before 4 November 2022 in

carrying out consultation under Section 42 accordance with the EIA
(duty to consult) either— (a) request the  Regulations 2017. The Scoping
Secretary of State to adopt a screening Report was prepared in

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 126



Regulation

Activity Date Undertaken

opinion in respect of the development to
which the application relates; or (b) notify
the Secretary of State in writing that the
person proposes to provide an
environmental statement in respect of that
development.

3) A request or notification under
paragraph (1) must be accompanied by—
(a) a plan sufficient to identify the land; (b)
a brief description of the nature and
purpose of the development and of its
possible effects on the environment; (c)
such other information or representations
as the person making the request may
wish to provide or make

accordance with Advice Note
Seven (PINs, 2020).

The Applicant submitted a
Regulation 8(1)(b) of the EIA
Regulations 2017 notification to
the SoS and confirmed that the
Applicant intended to submit a
DCO Application.

The Scoping Report included a
plan sufficiently to identify the
land, a description of the
Project, and an explanation of
the likely significant effects of
the Project on the environment.

Regulation 12 (EIA Regulations 2017): Consultation statement requirements

The consultation statement prepared
under Section 47 (duty to consult local
community) must set out — (a) whether
the development for which the Applicant
proposes to make an application for an
order granting development consent is
EIA development; and

(b) if that development is EIA
development, how the Applicant intends
to publicise and consult on the preliminary
environmental information.

Paragraph 5.2.4 of the SoOCC  The SoCC was
confirms that the Projectis an  published 10 April
EIA development and confirms 2024

publicity and consultation

activities regarding the PEIR.

Regulation 13 (EIA Regulations 2017): Pre-application publicity under Section 48 (duty

to publicise)

Where the proposed application for an
order granting development consent is an
application for EIA development, the
Applicant must, at the same time as
publishing notice of the proposed
application under Section 48(1), send a
copy of that notice to the consultation
bodies and to any person notified to the
Applicant in accordance with regulation

9(1)(c).

The Section 48
notice was sent 10
April 2024.

The Section 48
notice detailing the
consultation
extension was
sent 5 June 2024.

A copy of the Section 48 notice
was sent to all EIA consultation
bodies along with a
consultation notification letter.

The consultation was extended
by a period of five weeks as
detailed in Section 3.4.1 of the
report and the Section 48
notice was resent to all EIA
consultation bodies.
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Please refer to Appendix H of
the report.

4.7 Compliance with PINs Guidance on Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects: Advice on the Consultation Report

4.7.1 Table 4.6 of this report sets out how National Grid (the Applicant) has complied with
the guidance in PINs Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice on the
Consultation Report (August 2024).

Table 4.6  How National Grid has Complied with the Guidance set out in PINs Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice on the Consultation Report

Guidance Comment

Purpose of the consultation report

The consultation report must explain how the Chapter 7 of this report summarises the
Applicant has complied with the statutory pre-  preparation undertaken for the statutory
application consultation requirements set down consultation.

in the Planning Act, 2008 specifically the

requirements to:

e consult with prescribed consultees (Section Chapter 8 (Sections 8.4-8.6) of this report

42) summarises the Section 42 consultation with
e consult with the community (Section 47) prescribed ConSI_J_Itees, statutory under_takers
. o _ and local authorities. Section 8.7 of this
* publicise the proposed application (Section report includes Section 42 consultation with
48) | PILs
e have regard to consultation responses Chapter 8 (Section 8.9) of this report

(Section 49) summarises the Section 47 consultation with
e have regard to the government’s guidance  the local community (including non-
on the Pre-application stage (Section 50) prescribed organisations)

Chapter 8 (Section 8.11) of this report
summarises how National Grid publicised the
proposed application for development
consent in compliance with Section 48 of the
PA 2008.

No responses were received that specifically
identified themselves as being in response to
the Section 48 statutory publicity, which in
any event directed readers of that publicity to
the same consultation materials as those
provided to inform consultation responses
pursuant to Section 42, Section 44 and
Section 47.

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 128


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-infrastructure-planning-guidance-portal

Guidance

Comment

The report should also explain any non-
statutory pre-application consultation that has
been undertaken by the Applicant.

The consultation report should include an
explanation of how the Applicant has had
regard to the Planning Inspectorate’s pre-
application advice and the advice provided by

other statutory consultees and local authorities.

Chapter 9 of this report demonstrates the
requirement to have regard to consultation
responses (Section 49).

Chapter 4 (Section 4.2 of this report): Table
4.2 of this report details National Grid has
complied with the guidance, PA 2008:
Guidance on the pre-application process,
published by the (then) DCLG.

Chapter 5 of this report describes the non-
statutory consultation undertaken in 2022.

Chapter 6 of this report describes the non-
statutory consultation undertaken in 2023.

Chapter 10 of this report describes the three
targeted consultations that took place
between 30 January 2025 and 17 April 2025.

Chapter 11 of this report describes the PILs
engagement held in May 2025.

Chapter 4 of this report details how National
Grid has complied with pre-application advice
from PINs, including:

e PA 2008: Guidance on the pre-application
process (March 2015), Department for
Communities and Local Government’s
(DCLG) 0);

e PA 2008: Pre-application stage for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects (April 2024);

e Statutory Requirements of the PA 2008;

e The Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 (as amended)

e The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017,

¢ PINs’ Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects: Advice on the Consultation
Report (August 2024);

e PINs’ Guidance on Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-
application Prospectus;

¢ Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects: Advice on EIA Notification and
Consultation (September 2024); and
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e PA 2008: Guidance related to procedures
for the compulsory acquisition of land
(September 2013) (Department for
Communities and Local Government
(DCLG) ((DCLG) D.f., 2013).

Chapter 7 (Section 7.3) of this report
summarises the process undertaken to
consult the LPAs on the SoCC where LPAs
provided their advice. National Grid did not
receive or seek advice from any other
statutory consultees on the consultation
process.

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations consultation

The Applicant may wish to draw attention to
consultation responses received under the EIA
process, but any reference to the EIA
consultation should be addressed separately
from the non-statutory and statutory
consultation carried out under the Planning Act.

ES Appendix 5.2 (application document
6.3.5.2) includes a summary of responses
received during the EIA process and how
these were responded to.

Format and content of the consultation report

The main aim of the consultation report is to
provide clarity on what consultation has been
done and how the Applicant has taken
feedback into account. The Planning
Inspectorate should be able to understand how
the consultation was undertaken and how the
issues raised have been addressed or
responded to. The report does not need to
include an excessively detailed description of
every element of the consultation programme.

Multiple rounds of consultation have been
undertaken. The report details the changes
made following feedback received at every
consultation.

Chapter 5 of this report provides a summary
of the 2022 non-statutory consultation.
Section 5.6 of this chapter highlight the
changes made following the issues raised
from this consultation.

Chapter 6 of this report provides a summary
of the 2023 non-statutory consultation.
Section 6.6 of this chapter highlight the
changes made following the issues raised
from this consultation.

Chapter 8 of this report provides a summary
of the statutory consultation undertaken.

Chapter 9 (Section 9.7) of this report
highlights the changes made following the
issues raised from the statutory consultation
as well as National Grid’s responses to the
issues raised at statutory consultation.

Chapter 10 of this report provides a summary
of the three 2025 targeted consultations as
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well as National Grid’s responses to the
issues raised at the targeted consultations.

Introductory text

Introductory text should provide an overview

including:

e asummary of the consultation activities
undertaken

e atable or timeline summarising both
statutory and non-statutory consultation in
chronological order

This section should explain the relationship
between any initial strategic options stages of
the project, any subsequent non-statutory

Chapter 3 of this report provides a summary,
including a high-level timeline, of all activities
undertaken for non-statutory, statutory and
targeted consultations.

Section 1.2 of this report provides a
summary about the Project and how the
Project has been developed.

consultation that may have taken place, and the Appendix A of this report details the key

statutory consultation carried out.

Many NSIPs evolve over an extended period
with previous proposals, or elements of
proposals, that may have been consulted on
then abandoned. Where this is the case a brief
description of any historic consultation activity,
including any information available about the
general content of the consultation and the

meetings that have been held prior to, during,
and after each round of consultation.

Chapter 5 of this report provides a summary
of the 2022 non-statutory consultation and
the changes made as a result.

Chapter 6 of this report provides a summary
of the 2023 non-statutory consultation and
the changes made as a result.

Section 6.7 of this report provides a
summary of any ongoing engagement and
consultation prior to and in-between non-
statutory and statutory consultations.

Chapter 8 of this report provides a summary
of the 2024 statutory consultation and the
changes made as a result.

Chapter 10 of this report provides a summary
of the 2025 targeted consultations and the
changes made as a result.

The East Anglia Green Energy Enablement
(GREEN) Project Background Document
published in April 2022 includes a summary
of the strategic options process.

Chapters 1 of this report provides a
background to the Project.

Chapter 3 of this report provides an overview
of historic consultation activities, including the
general content of the consultation and
summaries of design changes made as a
result of feedback received.
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number of responses at that time, can be
helpful. However, a detailed planning history of
the site is not necessary.

Chapter 5 and Appendix B of this report
provides details on historic consultation
activities relating to the 2022 non-statutory
consultation, including details on the general
content of the consultation and the number of
responses at that time.

Chapter 6 and Appendix C of this report
provides details on historic consultation
activities relating to the 2023 non-statutory
consultation, including details on the general
content of the consultation and the number of
responses at that time.

Multi-stage consultations

It is helpful if each stage of non-statutory and
statutory consultation is presented and
explained chronologically in separate chapters
or sections of the report. This can also include
separate summary schedules of consultation

responses for each round of consultation, which

could be included as an appendix to the report.

Chapter 5 of this report provides a summary
of the 2022 non-statutory consultation.
Appendix B of this report includes the
summary of matters raised and National
Grid’s response.

Chapter 6 of this report provides a summary
of the 2023 non-statutory consultation.
Appendix C of this report includes the
summary of matters raised and National
Grid’s response.

Chapter 8 of this report provides a summary
of the 2024 statutory consultation as well as

the summary of matters raised and National

Grid’s response.

Chapter 10 of this report provides a summary
of the 2025 targeted consultation as well as
the summary of matters raised and National
Grid’s response.

Statutory consultation

Duty to notify the Secretary of State (Section 46)

The report should include details of when the
Applicant notified the Planning Inspectorate of
their intention to submit a NSIP application and
carry out statutory consultation. As required by
Section 46 of the Planning Act the Applicant
must notify the Planning Inspectorate before
commencing consultation under Section 42.

The report should confirm when the full suite of

consultation documents was provided to the

Chapter 8 (Section 8.8) of this report
highlights the details of when National Grid
notified the PINs of the proposed application
for development consent and intent to
undertake statutory consultation.

Section 8.8 of this report also details the
consultation documents that were sent with
the Section 46 notification letter.
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Planning Inspectorate and include a list of those
documents

Appendix D to this report exhibits the letter
sent to the PINs and the acknowledgement
received.

Duty to consult (Section 42)

The report should include a list of all persons
and consultation bodies that were consulted.
The Applicant should provide a sample of the
letter sent to each type of consultee which
includes the date it was sent, and the deadline
given for responses. These can be included as
an appendix. The Applicant should list the
consultees in the order suggested below. For
each type of consultee, the Applicant should
include the dates they were consulted.

Section 42(1)(a) — Chapter 8 (Section 8.4) of
this report describes the process for
consulting prescribed consultees under
Section 42(1)(a). Appendix F1 of this report
provides the list of prescribed consultees and
Appendix F3 of this report exhibits the letters
sent.

Section 42(1)(b) - Chapter 8 (Section 8.5) of
this report describes the process for
consulting prescribed consultees under
Section 42(1)(b). Appendix F2 of this report
provides the list of prescribed consultees and
Appendix F3 of this report exhibits the letters
sent.

Section 42(1)(d) - Chapter 8 (Section 8.7) of
this report describes the process for
consulting PILs under Section 42(1)(d).
Appendix G1 of this report provides the list of
consultees and Appendix G2 of this report
exhibits letters sent.

Section 47/48 - Chapter 8 (Section 8.9) of
this report describes the process for
consulting the local community under Section
47. Appendix 110 of this report provides the
list of non-prescribed consultees, Appendix
19 of this report exhibits the letters sent and
Appendix H of this report includes the site
notices.

Section 42(1)(aa) consultees are not
applicable for the Project as detailed in
Chapter 8 of this report.

Prescribed consultees (Section 42(1)(a), (aa) and (c))

The list of the prescribed consultees should
follow the order they are presented in Schedule
1 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations
2009 (the APFP Regulations 2009). Any
variations between the Applicant’s list of
prescribed consultees and the list set out in
Schedule 1 of the APFP Regulations 2009

Appendix F of this report provides a list of
prescribed consultees in the same order as
listed in the APFP regulations.
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should be justified. Where relevant, the list of
prescribed consultees should also include the
Marine Management Organisation (Section
42(1)(aa)) and the Greater London Authority
(Section 42(1)(c)).

Relevant local authorities (Section 42(1)(b))

The report should include a short description of
how Section 43 of the Planning Act has been
applied in identifying the relevant local
authorities. This can be illustrated by a map
showing the site and identifying the boundaries
of the relevant local authorities.

This is set out in Table 8.1 of this report and
a Project location map was included in the
consultation materials - see Appendix | of
this report and

Figure 8.1 of this report.

Persons with an interest in land (Section 42(1)(d))

The report should include the number of
persons with an interest in the Order land who
were consulted. This can be divided to show
the numbers under each category set out in
Section 44 of the Planning Act. It is not
necessary to list the names of all individuals
identified in the Book of Reference.

The Applicant must demonstrate that diligent
enquiry was undertaken to identify persons
under Section 44 and to ensure that an up-to-
date Book of Reference is submitted with the
application. It should also set out the
methodology for identifying persons in Category
3 (those who may make a relevant claim).

If changes to the red line boundary of the
project were made during the pre-application
stage, and as a result additional persons with
an interest in land were identified and
consulted, the Applicant should describe:

¢ how many additional persons with an
interest in land were consulted

e how and when they were consulted
e what information they were provided with

Chapters 8, 10 and 11 of this report detalil
how the PILs were consulted during statutory
consultation, targeted consultation and
additional engagement activities.

Appendix G of this report provides the
consultee list and letters sent to PILs.

The Land Referencing Methodology is
provided in Appendix J of this report.

Where changes to the Project alignment were
made within the Project Order Limits of the
targeted consultation areas, and new and
existing PILs were identified, PILs were
consulted as part of the three targeted
consultation that ran from 30 January 2025
and 17 April 2025. Further details can be
found in Chapter 10 of this report.

Chapter 11 of this report provides details of
further landowner consultation conducted in
June and July 2025.
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The Applicant should explain how they have
dealt with any new interests in land that have
emerged after the statutory consultation has
concluded.

Chapter 10 of this report highlights the
engagement with PILs and feedback received
from the three targeted consultations
undertaken in 2025.

Chapter 11 (Section 11.1) of this report
highlights the additional PIL consultation
undertaken after the targeted consultations
were undertaken. Section 11.2 of this report
summarises the feedback received from this.

Duty to consult the local community (Section

47)

The Planning Inspectorate will need to be
satisfied that the Applicant has complied with
the SoCC preparation process. The report
should include evidence which shows:

e which local authorities were consulted about
the content of the draft SoCC

¢ what the local authorities’ comments were

e confirmation that the local authorities were
given 28 days to provide their comments

e adescription of how the Applicant had
regard to the local authorities’ comments.
For example, where a local authority
identified digitally disadvantaged groups the
Applicant should explain what mitigation
was put in place to allow those people to
engage, such as providing a telephone
helpline

where appropriate, an explanation of why the

Applicant did not act on a response from a local
authority

13 host authorities were consulted:

e Babergh District Council;

e Basildon Borough Council;

e Braintree District Council;
Brentwood Borough Council;
Chelmsford City Council;

e Colchester City Council;

Essex County Council;

e Mid Suffolk District Council;
Norfolk County Council;

e South Norfolk District Council;

Suffolk County Council;

e Tendring District Council; and

e Thurrock Council.

Chapter 7 and Appendix E of this report
detail the comments from the LPAs and
regard made to those comments.

Informal consultation on the SoCC took place
between 2 December 2023 until 5 January
2024 which allowed the LPAs more than 28
days to provide their comments.

Formal consultation on the SoCC took place
between 2 March 2024 and 2 April 2024
which allowed the LPAs more than 28 days to
provide their comments.

Compliance with the SoCC is provided in
Table 8.4 for this report.
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The Applicant should provide evidence that the Appendix E of this report contains evidence

SoCC: of the SOoCC on the relevant webpage.

e was available for inspection online, Appendix H of this report contains evidence
Evidence could include a screenshot of the  Of the SoCC notice in the local newspapers:
relevant webpage showing the published e East Anglian Daily Times;

SoCC and including the full website e Eastern Daily Press; and

address, relevant telephone number for . E Chronicl
enquiries, and confirmation that the public ssex hronicie.

could access the webpage free of charge ~ Appendix H of this report also contains
. . : evidence of the SoCC in The Guardian and
e was published in the local press, Evidence

should include a scanned copy of the London Gazette.
published notice as it appeared, and details

of the local newspapers it was published in

and when

Where it is not possible to provide a clear Appendix H of this report contains a clear
scanned copy of a notice the Applicant should scanned copy of the notice. Evidence of the
provide the best available scanned copy and a SoCC in a printed local newspaper is also
document containing the text of the notice. If it  shown here.

was not possible to place the SoCC in a printed

local newspaper the Applicant should provide a

screenshot of the notice as it was published in

an online local newspaper. The screenshot

should include the full website address, relevant

telephone number for enquiries and the date of

publication.

Where a SoCC was subject to one or more One SoCC was prepared for this application,
updates, the updated versions of each SOCC  see Appendix E of this report.

should be included. The report should explain

why the SoCC was reviewed and updated from

the previous version.

Where there are inconsistencies between the Details of the SoCC and compliance are
SoCC and the consultation carried out by the  provided in both Chapter 7 and Chapter 8 of
Applicant, this should be clearly explained and this report and Appendix E of this report.
justified. For example, where additional

consultation took place that was not included in

the SoCC.

Duty to publicise (Section 48)

The report should include a scanned copy of Appendix H of this report contains evidence
the Section 48 notice as it appeared in the local of the Section 48 notice in the local

and national newspapers and journals. Where it newspapers: East Anglian Daily Times,

is not possible to provide a clear scanned copy Eastern Daily Press and Essex Chronicle and
of the notice then the Applicant should provide national newspapers: the Guardian and

the best available scanned copy and a London Gazette.

document containing the text of the notice. The
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scanned copy of the notice should clearly show

the publication’s name and the date of
publication.

Where it was not possible to place the notice in
printed newspapers and journals, a screenshot
of the notice as it was published in online
publications should be provided. The
screenshot should include the full website
address, relevant telephone number for
enquiries and the date of publication.

The report should confirm where and when the

notice was published, and the time period given

for responses.

The report should confirm that the Section 48
notice was sent to the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) consultation bodies at the
same time as it was published.

The Section 48 notice was published at the
start of consultation and republished when
the consultation was extended. Full details of
this can be found in Section 8.11 of this
report.

Appendix H of this report contains evidence
of the Section 48 notice in the local
newspapers: East Anglian Daily Times,
Eastern Daily Press and Essex Chronicle and
national newspapers: the Guardian and
London Gazette.

The Section 48 notice was published at the
start of consultation and republished when
the consultation was extended. Full details of
this can be found in Section 8.11 of this
report.

A copy of the Section 48 notice was sent to
all EIA consultation bodies along with a
consultation notification letter.

The consultation was extended by a period of
five weeks as detailed in Section 3.4.1 of this
report and the Section 48 notice was re-sent
to all EIA consultation bodies.

Please refer to Appendix H of this report for

the Section 48 notices and Appendix F of
this report for a copy of the letters as sent.

Duty to take account of responses to consultation (Section 49)

The report should provide evidence that the
Applicant has had regard to the responses to
consultations when preparing their application.

Appendix B of this report contains a
summary of responses received to the 2022
non-statutory consultation and National Grid’s
regard had to those comments.

Appendix C of this report contains a
summary of responses received to the 2023
non-statutory consultation and National Grid’s
regard had to those comments.

Chapter 9 of this report consists of a
summary of responses received to statutory
consultation and National Grid’s regard had
to those comments. Chapter 10 of this report
provides a summary of responses received to
the three targeted consultations and National
Grid’s regard had to those comments.
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Summary of responses

The Applicant should provide a summary of the

individual responses received. The responses
should be categorised in an appropriate way. It
may be appropriate for the Applicant to group

The coding methodology followed for all
consultations is summarised in Chapter 9 of
this report.

Summary tables are separated into sections

responses under headline issues. The
Applicant must not present responses in a
misleading way or out of context from the
original views in the response.

of the Project as consulted on (such as
‘South Norfolk’ and ‘Mid Suffolk’), and within
each table summaries are grouped into
headline issues (such as ‘Agricultural land’
and ‘Community/Social Impact’)

Grouping headline issues, statements and
feedback enables a structured and organised
report which is user-friendly. Throughout this
process, the detail of comments is not lost in
any way, with new code summaries added
with each new piece of feedback.

Appendix B of this report contains a
summary of responses received to the 2022
non-statutory consultation and National Grid’s
regard had to those comments.

Appendix C contains a summary of
responses received to the 2023 non-statutory
consultation and National Grid’s regard had
to those comments.

Chapter 9 of this report consists of summary
of responses received to statutory
consultation and National Grid’s response
issues raised.

Chapter 10 of this report provides a summary
of responses received to the three targeted
consultations and National Grid’s regard had
to those comments.

The Applicant should provide an explanation of
the method used (coding) to group and
organise responses, including any safeguarding
and cross-checking processes.

The coding methodology is summarised in
Chapter 9 of this report.

The summary of responses should identify:

e comments that are relevant (directly or
indirectly) to changes made to the project
during the pre-application stage. For
example, changes to siting, route, design, or
scale of the scheme itself, or to mitigation or
compensatory measures proposed

Chapter 9 of this report contains details of all
headline issues raised as well as change
requests, including those which either were or
were not taken forward. Details of late
responses have also been summarised.

Chapter 10 of this report consists of a
summary of responses received to the three
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e comments that led to no change, including
an explanation of why the Applicant
considered that no change to the project
was required

e comments that were received after
deadlines set by the Applicant and the
process used to deal with these

targeted consultations and National Grid’'s
regard had to those comments.

Duty to have regard to the government’s pre-application guidance (Section 50)

The report should provide evidence that

Table 4.2 in Chapter 4 (Section 4.2) of this

demonstrates how the Applicant has had regard report summarises how National Grid has

to the government’s guidance on the Pre-
application stage. The report should illustrate

how the relevant guidance has been followed. If

the Applicant has diverged from the guidance
this should be explained and justified.

complied with the guidance provided for the
pre-application process.

Demonstrating regard to pre-application advice

The Applicant’s consultation report should
include evidence which demonstrates how they
have had regard to the Section 51 pre-
application advice from the Planning

Inspectorate and advice from the other statutory

consultees which provide advice on behalf of
the government.

Provision of this evidence will:

e support the Applicant’s case to demonstrate
that they have complied with the
requirements of Part 5, Chapter 2 of
the Planning Act

e give confidence to stakeholders that the
Applicant has considered the statutory
advice received and made all reasonable
efforts to submit a well prepared application

There is no prescribed format for providing this

evidence however it may be best presented in a

table appended to the consultation report.

Table 4.3 in Chapter 4 (Section 4.3) of this
report summarises how National Grid has
complied with the guidance set out by the
PINs. Appendix A3 of this report details how
the Applicant has had regard to advice
received under Section 51.

Table 4-3 in Chapter 4 (Section 4.3) of this
report summarises how National Grid has
complied with the guidance set out by the
PINs.

Reporting on the adequacy of consultation milestone

The adequacy of consultation milestone is a
requirement established in the government’s
guidance on the Pre-application stage.

The Planning Inspectorate’s Pre-application

Prospectus gives further details about the
adequacy of consultation milestone procedure.

National Grid prepared an AoCM report which
detailed the consultation undertaken to date
for the Project. The AoCM was submitted to
PINs on 13 June 2025 and is available to
view on the PINs website.
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The Applicant should summarise how they have

discharged the adequacy of consultation
milestone procedure in the consultation report.
This should include how the Applicant has had
regard to any comments received from local
authorities, statutory consultees and the
Planning Inspectorate in relation to the
adequacy of consultation milestone.

Chapter 13 of this report details how National
Grid has had regard to comments received
on the AoCM report from LPAs, statutory
consultees and the PINs following submission
of the AoCM report to the Planning
Inspectorate on 13 June 2025.

Non-statutory consultation and engagement

The Applicant may have undertaken early non-
statutory consultation. For example, with
statutory consultation bodies when identifying
options, or in advance of statutory consultation.
The Applicant may also have been engaged in
non-statutory consultation after the statutory

Pre-consultation activities are summarised in
Chapter 1 of this report, and further detail is
provided in Appendix A of this report.

Chapter 10 of this report describes the three
targeted consultations that took place
between 30 January 2025 and 17 April 2025.

consultation. For example, when changes have
been made to the project.

The Applicant should describe the non-statutory
consultation that took place to the same level of

Chapter 5 of this report summarises the non-
statutory consultation undertaken in 2022.

detail as the statutory consultation. While it is
not necessary for the Applicant to demonstrate
how they have had regard to the non-statutory
consultation comments, they should explain
how comments received influenced the project.

The Applicant should explain the nature and
purpose of any targeted non-statutory
consultation. For example, if it was
geographically focused what consultees were
included and what was the rationale for the
geographic extent of the consultation. If a
reduced number of prescribed consultees were
consulted, the Applicant should explain the
rationale for the selection.

Section 5.6 of this report summarises how
comments received influenced the project.

Appendix B of this report exhibits the non-
statutory consultation undertaken in 2022.

Chapter 6 of this report summarises the non-
statutory consultation undertaken in 2023.
Section 6.6 summarises how comments
received influenced the project.

Appendix C of this report exhibits the non-
statutory consultation undertaken in 2023.

Chapter 10 of this report summarises the
three targeted consultations that took place in
2025. Section 10.7 of this report summarises
how comments received influenced the
project.

Chapter 10 of this report explains the three
targeted consultations undertaken. This
includes an explanation of the nature and
purpose of the targeted consultations.
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Where the Applicant has made changes to the
project, whether material or non-material. They

should explain which consultees were informed

about the change, the approach taken to

selecting consultees and an explanation of how

and when they were consulted.

Section 5.6 of this report includes the
changes made as a result of the 2022 non-
statutory consultation feedback.

Section 6.6 of this report includes the
changes made as a result of the 2023 non-
statutory consultation feedback.

Section 9.7 of this report includes a summary
of the changes made as a result of the 2024
statutory consultation feedback. Chapter

9 of this report details the consultation and
engagement that has taken place after statu-
tory consultation.

Consultation report appendices

Appendices should be used to provide evidence

that demonstrates compliance with the
requirements of the Planning Act, government
guidance and the advice of the Planning
Inspectorate and other statutory consultees.

The appendices should be clearly referenced in

the report. The Applicant should use a
referencing system that corresponds to the
chapters or sections of the report. A

chronological approach which demonstrates the

journey through the consultation should be
used.

A separate appendix should be provided for
each element of the Section 42 statutory
consultation and the Section 48 publicity. For
multi-stage statutory consultations, the
appendices should be ordered chronologically
with a separate appendix for each stage that is
subdivided into the different elements of the
consultation.

Evidence of non-statutory consultation should
be assembled chronologically in a separate
appendix.

The appendices have been used to provide
supporting evidence to what has been
detailed within this report to demonstrate
compliance with the requirements of the PA
2008.

Appendices are separated in a logical order
which follows chronologically through from
both non-statutory consultations, statutory
consultation and targeted consultation.

Information is grouped into different elements
of the process. For example, Appendix E of
this report contains the SoCC and all
supporting information.

The referencing system is clearly defined
through the use of letters and numbers which
are referenced within the body of the main
report.

Appendix F and Appendix G of this report
exhibit a list of each element of the Section
42 statutory consultation.

Appendix H of this report exhibits each
element of the Section 48 publicity notice.

Appendices are separated in a logical order
which follows chronologically through from
both non-statutory consultations, statutory
consultation and targeted consultation.
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The summary of responses table for each stage

of consultation can also be included as an
appendix.

Appendix B of this report shows the
summary of responses table for the 2022
non-statutory consultation.

Appendix C of this report shows the
summary of responses table for the 2023
non-statutory consultation.

Request for the Applicant to provide consultation responses

During the acceptance stage the Planning

National Grid is able to provide a copy of any

Inspectorate may ask the Applicant to provide a statutory consultation responses on short

copy of any, or all, of the statutory consultation
responses they received. This may be
requested when there is uncertainty about
whether the duty to have regard to consultation
responses has been met. The Applicant should
prepare for this possibility during the pre-
application stage so that they can provide the
required information to the Planning
Inspectorate at short notice during the 28 day
acceptance stage.

The Applicant is responsible for ensuring that
copies of consultation responses can be
provided in a timely manner. They should
consider any obligations they have under data
protection legislation when preparing the
responses. The acceptance stage cannot be

suspended or extended pending the submission

of the consultation responses. The consultation
responses will not be published on the Find a
National Infrastructure Project website.

notice.

National Grid is able to provide copies of
consultation responses in a timely manner
upon request. Private and protected
information has been redacted and
considered in the context of data protection
legislation.

Data Protection and redaction guidelines

The Applicant must ensure that the consultation

report complies with data protection legislation
and that the personal data of individuals is
treated appropriately. This may include
redaction of data and obtaining informed
consent from the individuals concerned as
appropriate.

The consultation report should not include the

following items (if necessary, relevant

information should be redacted by the

Applicant):

e private home addresses of individuals or
information that could lead to the

National Grid is committed to protecting
personal information. Whenever such
information is provided, National Grid is
legally obliged to use it in line with all
applicable laws concerning the protection of
personal data, including the UK General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Under the terms of the UK GDPR, individuals
retain certain rights over how their personal
data is retained and used by National Grid.
For more information, see National Grid’s full
Privacy Notice on the National Grid website.
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identification of the location of a private All responses have been fully redacted to
individual ensure confidentiality of addresses and
e private email addresses and telephone contact details.

numbers of individuals

e sensitive or special category data within the
meaning of the Data Protection Act 2018
and UK General Data Protection Regulation

e written signatures

e photographs of the faces of individuals who
have not given consent to have their image
published, including images taken at
consultation events

¢ information that could lead to the
identification of a specific location of a
protected species

4.8 Compliance with guidance on Adequacy of Consultation
Prospectus

4.8.1 Table 4-7 Table 4.7 How National Grid has complied with the guidance set out by
the Planning Inspectorate on the Adequacy of Consultation Milestonein this report
sets out how National Grid has complied with the following guidance on the
Adequacy of Consultation Prospectus:

e PA 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
(‘the Guidance’) (30 April 2024);

e Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus*
(‘the Prospectus’) (published 16 May 2024); and

e Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice on the Consultation Report (8
August 2024).

Table 4.7 How National Grid has complied with the guidance set out by the Planning
Inspectorate on the Adequacy of Consultation Milestone

Ref Guidance Comment

PA 2008: Pre-application stage for National Significant Infrastructure Projects (‘the
Guidance’) (30 April 2024)

025 What is the early adequacy of National Grid prepared a Programme
consultation milestone? Document in accordance with the
The Programme Document will enab'e Guidance which set out an antiCipated
the Planning Inspectorate to determine at timeline of activities proposed to ensure
the Inception Meeting that the proposed an effective pre-application process.
consultation arrangements are adequate
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for the level of complexity of the
proposed project. The Programme
Document should also identify an
appropriate milestone during the pre-
application stage to enable the Planning
Inspectorate to test the progress of the
consultation.

This adequacy of consultation milestone
should be early enough to enable
Applicants to consider how to undertake
any additional engagement that may be
needed, but sufficiently towards the end
of the pre-application stage to assess the
adequacy of the consultation that has
been done. It is likely therefore to be no
later than around 3 months before the
intended date of submission of the
application.

The adequacy of consultation milestone
should be recorded by the Applicant and
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate
as a short statement of the elements of
consultation which have been carried out
compared with the components set out in
the Programme Document and the
SoCC. The statement should include the
views and any relevant supporting
material from local authorities if
available.

The Programme Document is available
on the Project website.

National Grid submitted an AoCM report
to PINs on 13 June 2025.

Prior to the submission of the AoCM
report, National Grid had undertaken
the following consultations:

The 2022 non-statutory consultation
which ran between 21 April 2022
until 16 June 2022.

e The 2023 non-statutory consultation
which ran between 27 June 2023
until 21 August 2023.

e The 2024 statutory consultation
which ran between 10 April 2024
and 26 July 2024.

e The Norfolk and Suffolk targeted
non-statutory consultation which
between 30 January and 3 March
2025.

e The Essex and Thurrock targeted
non-statutory consultation which ran
between 25 February and 27 March
2025.

e The Thurrock 3 targeted statutory
consultation which ran between 18
March and 17 April 2025.

National Grid prepared an AoCM report
which detailed how consultation had
been caried out in accordance with the
components set out in the Programme
Document (Section 2.3 of the AoCM
report) and the SoCC (Section 5.4 of
the AoCM report).

National Grid consulted with the 13 host
and 30 neighbouring LPAs between 14
April 2025 and 6 May 2025 about the
adequacy of consultation undertaken by
National Grid to date, as set out in the
SoCC.
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The adequacy of consultation milestone
is an informal but nonetheless important
opportunity to check that the pre-
application programme is on track, and if
it is seriously adrift the Planning
Inspectorate will advise the Applicant
about the steps necessary to enable the
application to be submitted having
fulfilled the statutory requirements.
Inevitably this could mean a
renegotiation of the expected date of
submission, with the objective of
avoiding the prospect of an application
not being accepted for examination.

Under section 55(4)(b) of the Planning Act, at
the acceptance stage the Planning
Inspectorate will seek the formal views

from local authorities about the adequacy

of consultation.

Feedback on the adequacy of
consultation was received from all 13
host LPAs and two neighbouring LPAs.
More information about engagement
with LPAs about the adequacy of
consultation was set out in Chapter 8 of
the AoCM report. This information is
also detailed in Chapter 13 of this
report.

Copies of the feedback received from
LPAs and National Grid’s response to
feedback was detailed in Appendix D
and Appendix E of the AoCM report.
This information is also detailed in
Appendix M of this report.

The AoCM was submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate on 13 June 2025
and is available to view on the PINs
website. The AoCM is also available in
Appendix M of this report.

Noted

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus* (‘the
Prospectus’) (published 16 May 2024)

009

1. Programme Document

The production and maintenance, by the
applicant, of a pre-application
Programme Document setting out the

National Grid prepared a pre-application
Programme Document which sets out
the timetable and describes the
activities proposed to ensure an
effective pre-application process,
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main steps that the applicant anticipates
taking during the preparation of the
application. This document will be
introduced by the applicant at the
Inception Meeting and its development
and maintenance monitored by the
Inspectorate throughout the pre-
application stage. A public version of the
pre-application Programme Document
must be published on the applicant’s
website.

Updates to the pre-application
Programme Document should be
communicated by the applicant
proactively, with a clear description of the
potential impacts on the requested
services of the Inspectorate, relevant
statutory bodies, local authorities and
other stakeholders provided. A reliable
view of programmes across the NSIP
portfolio is essential to enable these
actors to resource and support the pre-
application service effectively. In
preparing and making updates to the
pre-application Programme Document,
we expect applicants to be responsive
and reasonable in tailoring programmes
to support the engagement of statutory
bodies and local authorities where
required.

2. Issues Tracker and Potential Main
Issues for the Examination

The production and maintenance, by the
applicant, of an Issues Tracker
throughout the pre-application stage. The
expectation is for applicants to be upfront
about issues and who they affect. The
Issues Tracker should be made available
for regular review by the Inspectorate,
affected statutory bodies and local
authorities in order to encourage
dialogue and, where possible, achieve
resolution. The degree of risk associated
with each issue identified in the tracker
should be allocated a ‘RAG’ (red, amber,
green) status. The Issues Tracker may
be sustained into post-submission stages

including the level of pre-application
service requested from PINs and
consultation with various parties, as per
the requirements set out in the
Prospectus. The document has been
updated at key milestones throughout
the pre-application as Project has
developed.

A public version of the Programme
Document is available on the Project
website:
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-
transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-
projects/norwich-to-tilbury/document-
library#230548828-3459981353.L

National Grid has collaborated with host
planning authorities, statutory bodies,
and other stakeholders during the pre-
application phase to inform the design,
engineering solutions, environmental
assessments, and mitigation,
compensation, and enhancement
measures.

Throughout this process, National Grid
has been tracking issues to document
relevant areas of disagreement. This
issue tracking has informed the
Potential Main Issues for the
Examination (PMIE), which has been
submitted as part of the application
(document reference 5.8).
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Ref Guidance

Comment

subject to the discretion of the appointed
Examining Authority.

The issues tracking process will
culminate in a list of Potential Main
Issues for the Examination (PMIE) which
will be entered into the examination as
an application document. The PMIE
should be a short document which,
where possible, is agreed by relevant
statutory bodies and local authorities. It
is entirely separate from the later Initial
Assessment of Principal Issues (IAPI)
developed by the appointed Examining
Authority, but may, per any evidence
within the application documentation,
influence the content of the IAPI. The
function of the PMIE (along with PADSS)
is to demonstrate that there are
sufficiently few and uncomplex residual
issues to potentially allow for a four-
month examination to be timetabled

(in Fast Track procedure cases) and/ or to
facilitate more robust preparation for
examination and a smoother and more
proportionate examination experience for
all parties. In the enhanced tier service, a
multiparty meeting may be convened by
the applicant to assist finalisation of the
PMIE.

3. Advice Log

Engagement in the Inspectorate’s
production of an Advice Log to replace
meeting notes as a record of interactions
between us and the applicant. Trials of
the Advice Log approach have proved it
to be an effective mechanism to
streamline the way in which we record
advice and free-up resources (both
internal and external) to deal with other
elements of the pre-application process
which focus on improving the quality of
the emerging application. The Advice
Log is owned and maintained by the
Inspectorate. After each meeting with the
applicant, we will seek comments on
drafting within the Advice Log from the
applicant prior to publication on Find a

Appendix A3 of this report details how

the Applicant has had regard to the
Advice Log received under Section 51

from the Inspectorate.
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Ref

Guidance

Comment

National Infrastructure Project. The applicant
will use the Advice Log as the basis for
demonstrating regard to Section 51
advice within the application.

4. Adequacy of Consultation
Milestone

Engagement in a pre-submission
Adequacy of Consultation Milestone
(AoCM) intended to allow early
consideration of the adequacy of
consultation undertaken by the Applicant
and minimise risk at the acceptance
stage. The AoCM should be
programmed to occur early enough to
enable Applicants to consider how to
undertake any additional engagement
that may be needed, but sufficiently
towards the end of the pre-application
stage to assess the adequacy of the
consultation that has been done.

To inform the AoCM, the Applicant will
make a written submission to the
Inspectorate which establishes the
consultation undertaken to date, confirms
the approaches set out in the Statement
of Community Consultation, and
summarises the consultation responses
and the way in which they are shaping
the application.

National Grid prepared an AoCM report
which detailed the consultation
undertaken to date for the Project. The
AoCM was submitted to the PINs on 13
June 2025 and is available to view on
the PINs website. The AoCM is also
available in Appendix M of this report.

The AoCM report detailed the
consultation undertaken to date,
including the way consultation
responses had shaped the Project, as
follows:

e The 2022 non-statutory consultation
which ran between 21 April 2022
until 16 June 2022 (Chapter 3 of the
AoCM report).

e The 2023 non-statutory consultation
which ran between 27 June 2023
until 21 August 2023 (Chapter 4 of
the AoCM report).

e The 2024 statutory consultation
which ran between 10 April 2024
and 26 July 2024 (Chapter 6 of the
AoCM report).

e The Norfolk and Suffolk targeted
non-statutory consultation which
between 30 January and 3 March
2025 (Chapter 7 of the AoCM
report).

e The Essex and Thurrock targeted
non-statutory consultation which ran
between 25 February and 27 March
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Ref Guidance Comment
2025 (Chapter 7 of the AoCM
report).
e The Thurrock 3 targeted statutory
consultation which ran between 18
March and 17 April 2025 (Chapter 7
of the AoCM report).
Chapter 5 of the AoCM report also
detailed how statutory consultation was
undertaken in line with the SoCC.
Importantly, it should include the views  National Grid consulted with the 12 host
and any relevant supporting material and 30 neighbouring LPAs between 14
from local authorities if available. The April 2025 and 6 May 2025 about the
written submission will be published on  adequacy of consultation undertaken by
the relevant project page on Find a National Grid to date, as set out in the
National Infrastructure Project. SoCC.
Feedback on the adequacy of
consultation was received from all 13
host LPAs and two neighbouring LPAs.
More information about engagement
with LPAs about the adequacy of
consultation was set out in Chapter 8 of
the AoCM report. This information is
also detailed in Chapter 13 of this
report.
Copies of the feedback received from
LPAs and National Grid’s response to
feedback was detailed in Appendix D
and Appendix E of the AoCM report.
The information is also detailed in
Appendix M of this report.
The AoCM and associated activities will  National Grid prepared a Programme
be established in the Applicant’s pre- Document in accordance with the
application Programme Document. In the Guidance which set out an anticipated
enhanced tier service, where requested timeline of activities, including the
and required, an additional multiparty A0CM report, proposed to ensure an
meeting, chaired/ facilitated by the effective pre-application process. The
Inspectorate, will be made available to Programme Document is available on
discuss the AoCM submission including the Project website.
the views from local authorities.
009 5. Demonstrating Regard to Advice  Appendix A3 of this report details how

The production of evidence, presented
within the Consultation Report
accompanying the submitted application,
demonstrating the applicant’s regard to
the advice that the Inspectorate and

the Applicant has had regard to advice
received under Section 51 from the
Inspectorate.

Chapter 7 of this report details the
feedback received from LPAs on the
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Ref

Guidance

Comment

affected statutory bodies have issued
during the pre-application stage. This
should highlight amendments to the
application arising from advice received,
and similarly provide justification where
advice received has not led to an
amendment to the application. This new
requirement is expected to give rise to
better evidence to support the applicant’s
case for compliance with Part 5, Chapter 2
of the PA 2008, and give better confidence
to the stakeholder system that the
applicant has taken account of the
statutory advice received and made
reasonable efforts to submit an
application that is in an optimised
condition for post-submission stages,
including the examination.

SoCC and how National Grid had
regard to the feedback received.

Chapter 13 of this report details
consultation with LPAs on the adequacy
of consultation undertaken by National
Grid to date, as set out in the SoCC.

Copies of the feedback received from
LPAs and National Grid’s response to
feedback was detailed in Appendix D
and Appendix E of the AoCM report.
The information is also detailed in
Appendix M of this report.

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice on the Consultation Report (8
August 2024)

Reporting on the adequacy of
consultation milestone

The adequacy of consultation milestone
is a requirement established in the
government’s guidance on the Pre-
application stage.

The Planning Inspectorate’s Pre-
application Prospectus gives further
details about the adequacy of
consultation milestone procedure.

The Applicant should summarise how
they have discharged the adequacy of
consultation milestone procedure in the
consultation report. This should include
how the Applicant has had regard to any
comments received from local
authorities, statutory consultees and the
Planning Inspectorate in relation to the
adequacy of consultation milestone.

Chapter 13 of this report details how
National Grid has had regard to
comments received on the AoCM report
from LPAs, statutory consultees and the
Planning Inspectorate following
submission of the AoCM report to the
PINs on 13 June 2025.
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5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

Table 5.1

2022 Non-Statutory Consultation

Introduction

This chapter summarises the non-statutory consultation held by National Grid in
2022. It details the consultation period, who was consulted, and how. This chapter
also details ways that stakeholders could respond, how many did, and also
summarises the feedback received, and changes made as a result.

Full details about the 2022 non-statutory consultation are provided in the 2022 Non-
Statutory Consultation Feedback Report in Appendix B of this report.

2022 Non-Statutory Consultation Summary

National Grid held a round of non-statutory consultation from 21 April 2022 until 16
June 2022. The 2022 non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

e Introduce and provide an overview of the Project to the public;
e Explain the need to build the reinforcement;

e Set out options considered and the reasons for preferring the corridor and
graduated swathe;

e Present and explain the graduated swathe and corridor which was preferred at
that time;

e Present and explain the substation site which was preferred at that time;

e Ensure stakeholders and consultees had the opportunity to provide feedback in a
meaningful and influential manner; and

e Outline next steps and programme and how proposals would be developed
further.

Table 5.1 of this report provides an overview of the key activities conducted during
the 2022 non-statutory consultation. Full details are provided in the 2022 Non-
Statutory Consultation Feedback Report in Appendix B of this report.

Summary of Activities During the 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation

Date

Activity Details

28 April 2022 to 28 May 2022 Public information events

12 public information events
were held at suitable locations
along the proposed route. The
events were held at various
times and dates within this
period.

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 151



Date

Activity Details

22 April 2022 to 9 June 2022 Public webinars

During the 2022 non-statutory Telephone / video
consultation appointments

During the 2022 non-statutory
consultation

12 public webinars held at
various times and dates within
this period. There were five
general overview webinars
and one section specific for
each area.

13 sessions were held, as
requested, to provide the
opportunity to speak one-to-
one with technical experts
across the Project.

Project documents were made
available at 13 locations within
the 2022 consultation zone at
Inspection points various points with stock
levels regularly being checked
and replenished during the
consultation period.

26 sessions were held to

Presentations to district/ explain the proposals, support
14 April 2022 to 5 Julv 2022 county/ borough councils, stakeholder and consultee
P y parish councils and seven relationships and to promote

Members of Parliament (MPs) the 2022 non-statutory
consultation.

*Three briefings had to be re-scheduled and were held after the close of the 2022 non-statutory consultation.

5.2.3

5.2.4

5.2.5

5.2.6

A total of 3,787 feedback submissions were received during the consultation period
from community stakeholder and consultees, along with members of the local
community. This comprised of 496 paper response forms, 2,138 online response
forms, 1,085 emails sent to the project inbox and 68 letters.

The approach to the consultation was set out in the draft consultation strategy, which
was sent to all the host local planning authorities (LPAS) in February 2022, and
feedback was discussed at briefing sessions on the 28 February 2022, 1 and 2
March 2022.

Further to these briefings, the LPAs were asked to provide feedback on the draft
Public Consultation Strategy. All feedback was considered and where practicable
taken on board by National Grid.

A final version of the Consultation Strategy was published as part of the 2022 non-
statutory consultation and can be found in Appendix B of this report.
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5.3

5.3.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

534

5.4

5.4.1

Who National Grid Consulted

The 2022 non-statutory consultation was open to anyone with an interest in the
Project. A consultation zone was developed to assist engagement with the local
community.

The Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ), which extended 1 km from the proposals,
captured stakeholders who may be most affected by the Project. The PCZ was kept
fully informed about the Project and were actively engaged on the proposals.

The Secondary Consultation Zone (SCZ), which extended to 4 km from the edge of
the proposals, included stakeholders who were less likely to be directly affected by
the Project but may be impacted by construction traffic and long-distance views. All
members of the public, including those within the SCZ could register to receive all the
Project information and engage as they wish. During the 2022 non-statutory
consultation, the following groups and stakeholders were consulted with:

e Parish councils representing parishes within both consultation zones and in the
immediate vicinity;

e Members of Parliament (MPs) representing constituencies within and bordering
both consultation zones;

e Elected representatives in LPAs where the Project is situated, including dedicated
briefings for lead members during the 2022 non-statutory consultation period as
requested,;

e ‘Seldom heard groups’ within both consultation zones, representing people who
are unlikely to respond to traditional consultation techniques and may need
additional support to access materials; and

e Local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and
groups with particular specialisms, such as local heritage or wildlife.

Appendix B of this report contains the 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback
Report and includes the full list of local interest groups and ‘seldom heard groups’
consulted with and the letter they were provided with.

How National Grid Consulted

National Grid was, and is, committed to ensuring that any consultation process and
associated communication is made accessible to as many parts of the community as
possible. National Grid’s consultation activities included:

e Setting up a Project specific website, email, and dedicated telephone information
line;

e Mailing a consultation pack directly to properties in the PCZ within 1 km of the
proposals;

e Producing materials to support consultation;

e Holding online and in person events- including webinars and telephone
appointments;
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e Making information and materials available at inspection locations in close
proximity to the Project; and

e Media and social media promotional activity.

Project Website, Email and Information Line

5.4.2 National Grid set up a website to publish information on the Project along with
consultation materials as well as historical Project information. The website URL was:

www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/east-anglia-green

5.4.3 The website included links to additional resources along with Project videos,
infographics and an interactive map. Project documents were laid out in a simple,
visual and interactive format, with pointers and instructions throughout to aid easy
navigation.

e A dedicated email and telephone information line were set up and publicised:
e Email: EastAngliaGREEN@nationalgrid.com
e Telephone: 0800 151 0992 (lines open Monday to Friday 9.00am — 5.30pm)

e During the consultation period the Project website received 72,725 views from
54,975 unique users.

Direct Mailing to the PCZ

54.4 The PCZ included stakeholders whose properties’ postcodes lie within 1 km of the
edge of the preferred corridor. Where appropriate, the PCZ was extended to include
whole streets and postcodes rather than the 1 km boundary dissecting hamlets or
neighbourhoods.

5.4.5 All relevant stakeholders within this area were consulted including contacting each
residential and business address directly. A community newsletter was direct mailed
to all properties within the PCZ.

5.4.6 The community newsletter included:
e Anintroduction to the Project and overview of the proposals;

e Details of the Project website, digital consultation and how people could discuss
the proposals with the Project team through local public information events, live
chats, location-based webinars, and telephone surgeries; and

e Information on how people could provide feedback online or request printed
materials including feedback questionnaires and maps.

Materials Produced to Support Consultation

54.7 A range of consultation materials were provided as part of the consultation which
included varying levels of technical detail. These include:

e Project background document 2022;
e CPRSS;
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e Community newsletter;

e Exhibition banners;

e Posters;

e Maps of the proposal; and

e Feedback questionnaire.

5.4.8 Information about each document is included in the 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation
Feedback Report which can be found in Appendix B of this report.
Consultation Activities
5.4.9 A hybrid programme of both in person events and online webinars provided
stakeholders opportunities to find out more about the proposals and to provide
feedback.
In-Person Events
5.4.10 12 public information events were organised to be accessible to as many people as
possible and held at suitable community hubs along the proposed route. The in-
person events provided the opportunity to speak to technical experts within the team
and are detailed in Table 5.2 of this report.
5.4.11 In total 2,821 attendees joined the team at the public events.
Table 5.2  Schedule of Public Information Events
I?ate and Venue Attendees
time
12-6:30pm Ingatestone and Fryerning Community Centre, 7 High Street, 194
28 April 2022 Ingatestone, CM4 9ED
12-6:30pm . . . :
P Witham Public Hall, Collingwood Road, Witham, CM8 2DY 110
4 May 2022
10-4pm West Bergholt Open Memorial Hall, 45-57 Lexden Road, West 441
7 May 2022  Bergholt, C06 3BG
12-7pm Chadwell Village Hall, Waterson Road, Chadwell St Mary, RM16 ..
9 May 2022  4NX
1-6:30pm .
Mulbarton Village Hall, The Common, Mulbarton, NR14 8AE 362
11 May 2022 g
10-4pm Palgrave and District Community Centre, 10 Rose Lane, Palgrave -

14 May 2022 1P22 1AP

12-7pm

17 May 2022

Holton St Mary Village Hall, Holton St Mary, Hadleigh, CO7 6NW 277
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I?ate and Venue Attendees
time
12-7pm Burstall Village Memorial Hall, Burstall, Ipswich, IP8 3DR 131
18 May 2022 g !  IPSWICh,
1-6pm . . :
Laindon Community Centre, Aston Road, Laindon, SS15 6N 29

21 May 2022
11-5:30pm

P Writtle Village Hall, 18 The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford, CM1 3DU 226
24 May 2022
1-7pm Needham Market Community Centre, School Street, Needham 261
27 May 2022 Market, IP6 8BB
10-4pm Lawford Venture Centre, Bromley Road, Lawford, Manningtree, 383

28 May 2022 CO11 2JE

Webinars

5.4.12 Online webinars were organised to enable the Project team to present information
about the Project to a large number of people and for them to be able to ask the team
guestions. Different webinars were organised to focus on specific geographical areas
and the programme was widely advertised.

5.4.13 Members of the public were invited to register to attend a webinar via the Project
website or by calling the Project telephone information line. They were then sent
details through email of how to join the webinar via a desktop, tablet, or mobile
device.

5.4.14 A total of 12 webinars were held during the consultation period. Five presented a
general overview of the proposals, whilst seven area-specific webinars were held to
focus on specific parts of the Project in the district council geographical areas. Details
of these can be found in Table 5.3 of this report.

5.4.15 In total 381 stakeholders and members of the public attended the webinars.

Table 5.3  Schedule of Online Webinars

Webinar Topic Attendees

2pm 22 April 2022 Overview of Project 20

10am 23 April 2022 Overview of Project 14

7pm 25 April 2022 Overview of Project 50

2pm 26 April 2022 Proposals in South Norfolk District 41

10am 6 May 2022

Proposals in Babergh Tendring and Colchester

Districts 59

2pm 10 May 2022 Proposals in Chelmsford District 52
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Webinar

Topic Attendees

10am 13 May 2022 Proposals in Thurrock District 8

Proposal in Mid Suffolk District (and Babergh District

2pm 19 May 2022 north of Bramford substation) 61
10am 20 May 2022 Proposals in Braintree District 23
2pm 25 May 2022 Proposals in Basildon and Brentwood Districts 12
2pm 8 June 2022 Overview of Project 23
7pm 9 June 2022 Overview of Project 18

5.4.16

5.4.17

5.4.18

Video or Telephone Appointments

The National Grid Project team contact information was published, including a
freephone information line and an email address. Stakeholders were able to request
a telephone call from a member of the Project team if they preferred to ask questions
over the phone. This provided an alternative option for those who may have difficulty
accessing other engagement channels or were less comfortable with online
technology.

13 requests were made to speak with a member of the Project team on specific
matters. In addition to holding both telephone and online meetings, stakeholders who
requested meetings were also engaged directly at public events or at subsequent
group meetings.

Inspection locations

Consultation documents were available to view at the following 13 locations from 21
April 2022 until the end of consultation:

e Diss Library, Church Street, Diss IP22 4DD;
Long Stratton Library, The Street, Long Stratton NR15 2XJ;

e Stowmarket Library, Milton Road North, Stowmarket, IP14 1EX;

e Capel St Mary, Village Hall, The Street, Capel St Mary, IP9 2EF;

e Hadleigh Library, 29 High Street, Hadleigh, IP7 5A;

e Ipswich County Library, Northgate Street, Ipswich, IP1 3DE;

e Needham Market Library, 4 Teachers Close, Needham Market, IP6 8BB;

e Suffolk County Council Offices, Endeavour House, 8 Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1
2BX;

e South Norfolk County Council Offices, South Norfolk House, Swan Lane, Long
Stratton, NR15 2XE;

e Witham Library, 18 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2AQ;
e Brentwood Library, New Road, Brentwood CM14 4BP;
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Tilbury Library, Tilbury Hub, Civic Square, Tilbury, RM18 8AD; and
Essex County Council Offices, County Hall, Market Road, Chelmsford, CM1 1QH.

Media and Social Media- Promotional Activity

5.4.19 The 2022 non-statutory consultation was promoted through a hybrid approach of
online and in-person methods which comprised of:

Placing advertisements in local and regional newspapers. See Table 5.4 of this
report for the schedule of adverts- adverts were generally quarter page prints, and
contained information about the consultation, the engagement events and
information on how to get involved,;

Providing Project documents at inspection points around the Project area for
stakeholders to examine, the list of inspection points can be found in Section
5.4.18;

Placing advertisements on social media to target different demographics and to
include those who might not otherwise engage with the consultation- details of
these campaigns are listed in Across Facebook and Twitter (now known as X),
advert campaigns ran from 21 April 2022 — 16 June 2022. Each advert directed
users to visit the Project website and engage with the consultation, with adverts
targeted at communities living close to the indicative alignment of the project. The
traffic generated from these campaigns is set out in Table 5.5 of this report.

Publishing full details of consultation and engagement events on the Project
website; and

Providing contact details for queries or to request paper copies of Project
documents.

Table 5.4  Schedule of Newspaper Adverts

Publication Paper copy / online Date(s)
Colchester Gazette Paper 21 April 2022
East Anglian Daily Times Paper 21 April 2022
Eastern Daily Press Paper 21 April 2022
Brentwood Gazette Online 21 April 2022
Essex Chronicle Paper and Online 21 April 2022
Halstead Gazette Paper 21 April 2022
Thurrock Gazette Paper 21 April 2022
Harwich and Manningtree Standard Paper 21 April 2022
Braintree and Witham Times Paper 22 April 2022
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5.4.20 Digital promotion of the consultation was conducted through digital marketing
campaigns hosted by online news providers (Essex Chronicle (Essex Live) and
Brentwood Gazette) and via Facebook and Twitter (now known as X).

5.4.21 Across Facebook and Twitter (now known as X), advert campaigns ran from 21 April
2022 — 16 June 2022. Each advert directed users to visit the Project website and
engage with the consultation, with adverts targeted at communities living close to the
indicative alignment of the project. The traffic generated from these campaigns is set
out in Table 5.5 of this report.

Table 5.5  Social Media Campaign

Platform Campaign dates Total Impressions Advert clicks

Facebook 21 April 2022 — 16 June 2022 639,654 6,150

Twitter (now known 21 April 2022 — 16 June 2022

as X) 208,311 750

Additional Engagement Activities Undertaken

5.4.22 National Grid undertook several engagement activities leading up to and throughout
the 2022 non-statutory consultation period.

5.4.23 Briefings were offered to 10 councils, 11 parish councils and 13 Members of
Parliament with constituencies within the vicinity of the Project and were within the
PCZ. 10 councils, 10 parish councils and seven MPs accepted the offer and details
of these are provided in Table 5.6 of this report.

5.4.24 These briefings were given to provide an introduction and background to the Project;
context and need; the proposals and how they were developed; and information
about the 2022 non-statutory consultation. There were also question and answers
sessions at the end of each briefing.

Table 5.6 Briefings to Stakeholders

Dates Council meetings (County/ District/ Parish) Attendees
9.30am 14 April 2022 Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils briefing 11

11am 14 April 2022  Norfolk County Council briefing 14

2pm 14 April 2022 Suffolk County Council briefing 8

10am 20 April 2022  Braintree District Council briefing 10

12pm 20 April 2022  Tendring District Council briefing
4pm 20 April 2022 Basildon Borough Council briefing
6pm 20 April 2022 Colchester Borough Council briefing

© 01 O N

2pm 21 April 2022 Chelmsford City Council briefing
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Dates

Council meetings (County/ District/ Parish)

Attendees

9am 22 April 2022
9am 25 April 2022
2pm 25 April 2022
4pm 25 April 2022
7pm 26 April 2022
7pm 27 April 2022
7pm 3 May 2022
7pm 5 May 2022
7pm 10 May 2022
7pm 12 May 2022
7pm 16 May 2022
7pm 19 May 2022
7pm 23 May 2022
7pm 25 May 2022
8 June 2022

28 June 2022

1 July 2022

5 July 2022

Dan Poulter MP briefing

Essex County Council briefing
Stephen Metcalfe MP briefing

James Cartlidge MP and Bernard Jenkins MP briefing
Brentwood Parish Council briefing
Tendring Parish Council briefing
Braintree Parish Council briefing
Colchester Parish Council briefing
South Norfolk Parish Council briefing
Babergh Parish Council briefing

Mid Suffolk Parish Council briefing
Basildon Parish Council briefing
Chelmsford Parish Council briefing
Rivenhall Parish Council briefing
South Norfolk District Council briefing
Priti Patel MP briefing

Kemi Badenoch MP briefing

John Baron MP briefing

2
7
1
2
2
8

11
7
15
10
16
2
2
2
13

5.5 Responses Received to the 2022 Non-Statutory

Consultation

Response Methods

5.5.1

Consultees could respond to the 2022 non-statutory consultation by completing the

feedback questionnaire (online and paper copies were available), through email to
the Project email address or by sending a response directly to the Project postal

address:

e Email via EastAngliaGREEN@nationalgrid.com; and
e Postal Freepost EAST ANGLIA GREEN.

e A dedicated freephone telephone information line 0800 151 0992 (lines were
open Monday to Friday 9am — 5:30pm) was also set up for people to call if they
had any queries.
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Response Rate

5.5.2 A total of 3,787 feedback submissions were received during the consultation period
from community stakeholders and consultees, along with members of the local
community. This comprised of 496 paper response forms, 2,138 online response
forms, 1,085 emails sent to the project inbox, and 68 letters (see Table 5.7 of this
report).

Table 5.7  Breakdown of responses received to the 2022 non-statutory consultation

Response Method Number of Responses

Online feedback questionnaire 2,138

Paper feedback questionnaire (via post) 496

Free text response (letter) 68

Free text response (email) 1,085

3,787

5.5.3 Although some feedback was received after the close of consultation, all responses
received up to a month after the consultation closing (up to the 16 July 2022) were
considered in the reporting of feedback received for that consultation. All feedback
was considered in the reporting process for Section 5.6 of this report.

554 A summary of matters raised, and National Grid’s response can be found in the 2022
Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback Report in Appendix B of this report.

55.5 National Grid continued to review and consider all late feedback that was received
after the close of the 2022 non-statutory consultation (16 July 2022). This feedback is
summarised in Section 5.7 of this report.

5.6 Changes Made

5.6.1 The feedback received from the 2022 non-statutory consultation helped to shape and
guide the development of the proposals. As a result of consultation feedback,
engagement with Persons with an Interest in Land (PILs), and further assessments
that were carried out, changes to the Project were made.

5.6.2 A summary of changes which influenced the 2023 preferred draft alignment comprise

of:

e Diverting to the east of Wortham Ling before re-joining the preferred corridor to
the south-west of Diss. This change is referred to as ‘East of Wortham Ling’;

e Diverting to the east, south of Offton, then running alongside the existing 132 kV
overhead line to the north and east of Flowton to Bramford Substation. This
change is referred to as ‘North of Flowton’;

e An alternative route to the north and east of Notley Enterprise Park and at the
northern edge of the Dedham Vale National Landscape (previously known as an
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5.7

5.7.1

5.7.2

5.7.3

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)). This change is referred to as ‘West
of Great Wenham’;

e Straightening the draft alignment slightly west of Writtle. This change is referred to
as ‘West of Writtle’; and

e An alternative route to the east of Ingatestone. This change is referred to as
‘Further east at Ingatestone’.

e Broadly paralleling the existing 132 kV overhead line to the north-west of Barking
and Barking Tye;

e Avoiding potential oversailing of properties and gardens at Aldham;
e An alignment further east within the corridor south of Bramford near Burstall;

e Increasing the extent of underground cables from south of the Dedham Vale
AONB through to the East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) substation. This also
allows for an adjustment of the overhead line alignment near Ardleigh;

e Change of technology from overhead line to underground cable near Great
Horkesley for a distance of approximately 4 km;

e Change of technology from overhead line to underground cable to cross under the
existing 400 kV overhead line north of Fairstead;

e Passing to the east of Bushy Wood to increase distance from properties;

e Reduced interaction with the Dunton Hills Garden Village development by
restricting the alignment to the eastern edge of the proposed corridor; and

e Change of technology from overhead line to underground cable from the north of
the Lower Thames Crossing proposals into Tilbury Substation.

Ongoing Engagement Between Consultations

Appendix A of this report provides an overview of engagement activities with
stakeholders held prior to and during the 2022 and 2023 non-statutory and 2024
statutory consultations.

A summary of headline issues raised through feedback received after 16 July 2022
up to, and including, 1 January 2023 is included in the 2022 Non-Statutory
Consultation Feedback Report in Appendix B of this report.

A summary of headline issues raised through feedback received after 1 January
2023 up to, and including 26 June 2023 (before the 2023 non-statutory consultation)
is included in the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback Report in Appendix C
of this report.
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6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

Table 6.1

2023 Non-Statutory Consultation

Introduction

This chapter summarises the non-statutory consultation held by National Grid in
2023. It details the consultation period, who was consulted, and how. This chapter
also details ways that stakeholders could respond, how many did, and also
summarises the feedback received, and changes made as a result.

Full details about the 2023 non-statutory consultation are provided in the 2023 Non-
Statutory Consultation Feedback Report in Appendix C of this report.

2023 Non-Statutory Consultation Summary

National Grid held a round of non-statutory consultation from 27 June 2023 until 21
August 2023. The 2023 non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

e Provide an overview of the updated proposals to the public;
e Present the 2023 preferred draft alignment;

e Explain where changes were made to the proposals since the 2022 non-statutory
consultation;

e Ensure all stakeholders and consultees have the opportunity to provide feedback
on the work to date; and

e Outline the next steps and the programme and how the proposals will be further
developed and how feedback has been taken into account.

Table 6.1 of this report provides an overview of the key activities conducted during
the 2023 non-statutory consultation. Full details are provided in the 2023 Non-
Statutory Consultation Feedback Report in Appendix C of this report.

Key activities conducted during the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation

Date

Activity Details

6 July 2023 to

12 public information events were held at

Public information events suitable locations along the proposed route.

21 July 2023 The events were held at various times and

5 July 2023 to

dates within this period.

: . Four online public webinars held at various
Public webinars

17 August 2023 times and dates within this period.

27 June 2023 to
21 August 2023

Paper copies of Project documents were
made available at 13 locations within the
consultation zone throughout the 2023 non-
statutory consultation with stock levels

Inspection point Locations
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Date Activity Details

regularly being checked and replenished
during the consultation period.

Briefings were offered to 12 councils, 205
parish councils and 15 Members of
Parliament (MPs) with constituencies within
the vicinity of the Project. Briefings provided
an overview and background to the Project;
the proposals and information about the 2023
non-statutory consultation.

Briefings to district/ county/
27 June 2023 to borough councils, parish
21 August 2023  councils and Members of

Parliament (MPs)

Nine advertisements in local and regional
newspapers, online media and social media
providing information about the 2023 non-

Promotional Activity — statutory consultation and how to get
:22,8 jﬂzz gggg o press and social media, involved.
direct mailing Direct mailing to the Primary Consultation

Zone (PCZ) — community newsletter and the
Project contact details to within 1 km of the
edge of the preferred corridor.

6.2.3 A total of 4,167 feedback submissions were received during the consultation period
from community stakeholder and consultees, along with members of the local
community. This comprised of 138 paper response forms, 1,473 online response
forms, 2,498 emails sent to the project inbox and 58 letters.

6.2.4 The approach to the consultation was set out in the draft 2023 Public Consultation
Strategy, which was sent to all the host local planning authorities (LPAS) in April
2023, and feedback was discussed at briefing sessions on the 20 February 2023,
and 3 April 2023.

6.2.5 Further to these briefings, the LPAs were asked to provide feedback on the draft
2023 Public Consultation Strategy. All feedback was considered and where
practicable taken on board by National Grid.

6.2.6 A final version of the consultation strategy was published as part of the 2023 non-
statutory consultation and can be found in Appendix C of this report.

6.3 Who National Grid Consulted

6.3.1 The 2023 non-statutory consultation was open to anyone with an interest in the
Project. A consultation zone was developed to assist engagement with the local
community.

6.3.2 The Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ), which extended 1 km from the proposals,
captured stakeholders who may be most affected by the proposals. The PCZ was
kept fully informed about the project and were actively engaged on the proposals.

6.3.3 The Secondary Consultation Zone (SCZ), which extended to 4 km from the edge of
the proposals, included stakeholders who were less likely to be directly affected by
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6.3.4

6.3.5

6.4

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

the Project but may be impacted by construction traffic and long-distance views. All
members of the public, including those within the SCZ could register to receive all
Project information and engage as they wish.

During the 2023 non-statutory consultation, the following groups and stakeholders
were consulted with:

e Parish councils representing parishes within both consultation zones and in the
immediate vicinity;

e MPs representing constituencies within and bordering both consultation zones;

e Elected representatives in LPAs where the project is situated, including dedicated
briefings for lead members during the 2023 non-statutory consultation period as
requested,;

e ‘Seldom heard groups’ within both consultation zones, representing people who
are unlikely to respond to traditional consultation techniques and may need
additional support to access materials; and

e Local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and
groups with particular specialisms, such as local heritage or wildlife.

Appendix C of this report contains the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback
Report and includes the full list of local interest groups and ‘seldom heard groups’
consulted with and the letter they were provided with.

How National Grid Consulted

National Grid is committed to ensuring that any consultation process and associated
communication is made accessible to as many parts of the community as possible.

National Grid’s consultation activities included:

e Setting up a Project specific website, email, and dedicated telephone information
line;

e Mailing a consultation pack directly to properties in the PCZ within 1 km of the
proposals;

e Producing materials to support consultation;

e Holding online and in person events- including webinars and telephone
appointments;

e Making information and materials available at inspection locations in close
proximity to the Project; and

e Media and social media promotional activity.

Project Website, Email and Information Line

National Grid set up a website to publish information on the Project along with
consultation materials as well as historical Project information. The website URL was:
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www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-
infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/norwich-to-tilbury

e An interactive map to show more detail of the proposals. The map also included
pointers to further information, which may contain images, text or signpost to a
different page that expands on the subject;

e Public consultation pages — with details of dates and timings of public information
events and webinars;

e FAQs;
e Event banners and community newsletters;
e Information for landowners;
e Feedback questionnaire; and
e Contact details.
6.4.4 A dedicated email and telephone information line were set up and publicised:
e Email: contact@n-t.nationalgrid.com; and
e Telephone: 0800 151 0992 (lines open Monday to Friday 9.00am — 5.30pm)

6.4.5 During the consultation period the Project website received 84,801 views from
67,352 unique users.

Direct Mailing to the PCZ

6.4.6 The PCZ included stakeholders whose properties’ postcodes lie within 1 km of the
edge of the preferred corridor. Where appropriate, the PCZ was extended to include
whole streets and postcodes rather than the 1 km boundary dissecting hamlets or
neighbourhoods.

6.4.7 All relevant stakeholders within this area were consulted including contacting each
residential and business address directly. A community newsletter was direct mailed
to all properties within the PCZ.

6.4.8 The community newsletter included:
e An overview of the Project and an explanation of what was being consulted on;

e Details of the Project website, public information events, public webinars and how
stakeholders could leave their feedback on the proposals;

e Information on further Project materials and where those could be accessed,;
e A map showing the 2023 preferred draft alignment; and

e An updated Project timeline.
Materials Produced to Support Consultation

6.4.9 A range of consultation materials were provided as part of the consultation which
included varying levels of technical detail. These include:
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e 2023 project background document ;

e 2023 strategic options backcheck and review ;

e Maps of proposals showing the 2023 preferred draft alignment;

e 2023 design development report;

e 2022 Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback Report including appendices;
e Community newsletter;

e Project website;

e Information event banner,

e 2023 non-statutory consultation feedback questionnaire and

e 2023 non-statutory public consultation strategy 2023.

6.4.10 Information about each material is included in the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation
Feedback Report which can be found in Appendix C of this report.
Consultation Activities

6.4.11 A hybrid programme of both in person events and online webinars provided
stakeholders opportunities to find out more about the proposals and to provide
feedback.

In-Person Events

6.4.12 12 public information events were organised to be accessible to as many people as
possible and held at suitable community hubs along the proposed route. The in-
person events provided the opportunity to speak to technical experts within the team
and are detailed in Table 6.2 of this report.

6.4.13 In total 1,803 attendees joined the team at the public events.

Table 6.2  Schedule of Public Information Events

Date and time Venue Attendees
2pm-7pm The Brentwood Centre, Doddinghurst Road, 115
Thursday 6 July 2023 Pilgrims Hatch, Brentwood, CM15 9NN

2pm-7pm Diss Youth and Community Centre, Shelfanger 260
Friday 7 July 2023 Road, Diss, IP22 4EH

1lam-4pm Lawford Venture Centre 2000, Bromley Road, 76
Saturday 8 July 2023 Lawford, Manningtree CO11 2JE

1pm-6pm Tibenham Community Hall, Pristow Green Lane, 58
Monday 10 July 2023 Tibenham, Norwich NR16 1PX

1lam-4pm Blackbourne Community Centre, 71 Blackbourne 64
Tuesday 11 July 2023 Road, EImswell, Bury St Edmunds, IP30 9UH
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Date and time

Venue

Attendees

2pm-7pm Chelmsford City Racecourse, Chelmsford, CM3 214
Wednesday 12 July 2023 1QP

2pm-7pm Langham Community Centre, School Road, 320
Thursday 13 July 2023 Langham, Colchester, CO4 5PA

2pm-7pm The Civic Hall, Blackshots Lane, Grays, RM16 18
Monday 17 July 2023 2JU

1pm-6pm Tasburgh Village Hall, Grove Lane, Tasburgh, 157
Tuesday 18 July 2023 NR15 1LR

2pm-7pm Copdock Village Hall, Old London Road, Copdock, 200
Wednesday 19 July 2023  I1P8 3JN

2pm-7pm Witham Public Hall, Collingwood Road, Witham, 102
Thursday 20 July 2023 CM8 2DY

2pm-7pm Basildon Sporting Village, Cranes Farm Road, 19
Friday 21 July 2023 Basildon, SS14 3GR

Total 1,803
Webinars

6.4.14 Online public webinars were organised to enable the Project team to present

6.4.15

6.4.16

6.4.17

6.4.18

6.4.19

6.4.20
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information about the Project to a large number of people and for them to be able to
ask the team questions. Information included an overview and background to the
Project, context and need; the proposals and how they were developed; and
information about the 2023 non-statutory consultation.

Following this, members of the public could write questions to National Grid during
the webinar for the Project team to answer.

Members of the public were invited to register to attend a webinar via the Project
website or by calling the Project telephone information line. They were then sent
details through email of how to join the webinar via a desktop, tablet, or mobile
device.

During the public webinars, members of the Project team explained an overview of
the Project and detalils related to the 2023 non-statutory consultation.

A total of four public webinars were held during the 2023 non-statutory consultation
period.

Public webinars were held over a variety of times to provide morning, afternoon, and
evening sessions throughout the 2023 non-statutory consultation period. For those
who could not attend the live webinar sessions, a recording was made available on
the Project website for playback.

A total of 118 stakeholders and members of the public attended the webinars. The
attendance at each is set out in Table 6.3 of this report.
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Table 6.3  Schedule of Online Public Webinars

Date and Time Attendees
1pm-2pm, Wednesday 5 July 2023 32
7pm-8pm, Tuesday 25 July 2023 23
10am-1lam, Saturday 12 August 2023 22
10am-1lam, Thursday 17 August 2023 41

Total 118

6.4.21

6.4.22

6.4.23

6.4.24

Inspection Point Locations

In addition to being available via the Project website and on request, paper copies of
Project documents were made available at 13 locations within the consultation zone
throughout the 2023 non-statutory consultation with stock levels regularly being
checked and replenished during the consultation period.

Consultation materials available at the inspection point locations consisted of
feedback questionnaires and the 2023 Project Background Document.

Inspection point locations consisted of:

e Long Stratton Library, The Street, Long Stratton, NR15 2XJ;
Diss Library, Church Street, Diss, IP22 4DD;

e Stowmarket Library, Milton Road, Stowmarket, IP14 1EX;

e Suffolk County Council, Endeavour House, 8 Russell Rd, Ipswich, IP1 2BX;

e Capel Library, The Street, Capel St Mary, Ipswich, IP9 2EF;

e Tendring District Council, 88-90 Pier Avenue, Clacton on Sea, Essex, CO15 1TN;
e Colchester Library, Trinity Square, Colchester, CO1 1JB;

e Coggeshall Library, 29 Stoneham Street, Coggeshall, Colchester, CO6 1UH;

e Writtle Library, 45 The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford, CM1 3DT;

e Chelmsford Central Library, County Hall, Market Road, Chelmsford, CM1 1QH,;

e Ingatestone Library, High Street, Ingatestone, CM4 9EU;

e Brentwood Borough Council, Town Hall, Ingrave Road, Brentwood, CM15 8AY;
and

e Tilbury Library, Kanmore House, 16 Civic Square, Tiloury RM18 8AD.

Media and Social Media- Promotional Activity

The 2023 non-statutory consultation was promoted through a hybrid approach of
online and in-person methods which comprised of:
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Placing advertisements in local and regional newspapers providing information
about the 2023 non-statutory consultation and how to get involved. See Table 6.4
of this report for the schedule of adverts and Appendix C of this report for copies
of the adverts;

Providing Project documents at inspection point locations around the Project area
for public viewing. See Section 6.4.23 of this report for a list of locations;

Placing advertisements on social media to target different demographics and to
include those who might not otherwise engage with the 2023 non-statutory
consultation. See Table 6.5 of this report for information about the social media
campaigns;

Publishing full details of the 2023 non-statutory consultation and public
information events on the Project website; and

Providing contact details for queries and how to request paper copies of the 2023
consultation materials.

Digital promotion of the Project through digital marketing campaigns hosted by
online news providers. Online adverts were placed in the Essex Chronicle (Essex

Live) and Brentwood Gazette. Details of these adverts can be seen in Table 6.4.

Table 6.4  Newspaper adverts schedule

Publication Paper copy / online  Date(s)
Eastern Daily Press Paper 29 June 2023
Thurrock Gazette Paper 29 June 2023
cBgralntreie and Witham Times and Halstead Paper 29 June 2023
azette

Colchester Gazette Paper 29 June 2023
Harwich and Manningtree Standard Paper 30 June 2023
East Anglian Daily Times Paper 30 June 2023

: 29 June — 12 July
Brentwood Gazette Online 2023
Essex Chronicle Online 29 June — 16 July

2023

*Joint publication between Braintree and Witham Times and the Halstead Gazette

6.4.25 Digital promotion of the consultation was conducted through digital marketing
campaigns hosted by online news providers (Essex Chronicle (Essex Live) and

Brentwood Gazette) and via Facebook.
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6.4.26 Across the social media platform Facebook, an advertising campaign ran from 27
June 2023 — 21 August 2023. Each advert directed users to visit the Project website
and engage with the 2023 non-statutory consultation, with adverts targeted at users
living within the PCZ and SCZ and nearby communities. The traffic generated from
this campaign is set out in Table 6.5.

Table 6.5  Social Media Campaign

Platform Campaign dates Total Impressions Advert clicks
Facebook 57 suNe 2023 —ZLAUGUSL Ty g0 956 6,980

Additional Engagement Activities Undertaken

6.4.27 National Grid undertook several engagement activities leading up to and throughout
the 2023 non-statutory consultation period.

6.4.28 Briefings were offered to 12 councils, 205 parish councils and 15 MPs with
constituencies within the vicinity of the Project.

6.4.29 These briefings were given to those who accepted the offer and provided an
overview and background to the Project; context and need; the proposals and how
they were developed; and information about the 2023 non-statutory consultation.
There were also question and answers sessions at the end of each briefing.

6.5 Responses Received to the 2023 Non-Statutory
Consultation

Response Methods

6.5.1 Consultees could respond to the 2023 non-statutory consultation by completing the
feedback questionnaire (online and paper copies were available), through email to
the Project email address or by sending a response directly to the Project postal
address:

e Email via Email: contact@n-t.nationalgrid.com; and

e Postal Freepost N TO T (no stamp or further address needed).

6.5.2 A dedicated freephone community telephone information line 0800 151 0992 (lines
were open Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm) was also set up for people to call if they
had any queries.

Response Rate

6.5.3 A total of 4,167 feedback submissions were received during the 2023 non-statutory
consultation period from local communities, stakeholders, and other consultees
(including three late responses where an extension to the date for submission was
requested by the consultee). This comprised of paper response forms, online
response forms, emails, and letters as detailed in Table 6.6. Feedback sent directly
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to National Grid in these formats has been accounted for in the relevant categories
within this table. All feedback received by the 22 August 2023 (and the three
responses received after that date referred to above) were considered in the
reporting process for Section 6.6 of this report which summarises the feedback
received from the 2023 non-statutory consultation and the changes made in
response to that feedback.

6.5.4 National Grid continued to review and consider all late feedback that was received
after the close of the 2023 non-statutory consultation on 22 August 2023. This
feedback is summarised in Section 6.7 of this report, which summarises the matters
raised and how National Grid has had regard to that feedback received in the period
between close of the 2023 non statutory consultation and the start of the 2024
Statutory Consultation.

Table 6.6  Breakdown of Responses Received to the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation

Response Method Number of responses

Online feedback questionnaire 1,473

Paper feedback questionnaire (via post/events) 138

Free text response (letter) 58

Free text response (email) 2,498

Total 4,167

6.6 Changes Made

6.6.1 The feedback received from the 2023 non-statutory consultation helped to shape and
guide the development of the proposals. As a result of consultation feedback,
engagement with PILs, and further assessments that were carried out, changes to
the Project were made. A summary of changes is provided in Table 6.7 of this report.

6.6.2 Full details of the feedback received during the 2023 non-statutory consultation, and
National Grid’s responses are provided in the 2023 Non-Statutory Consultation
Feedback Report in Appendix C of this report.

Table 6.7  Summary of Changes ldentified in Responses to the 2023 Non-Statutory

Consultation

Change Requested Change Made

Concern about the impact on Bloy’s Grove In the case of Bloy’s Grove Solar Farm National

Solar Farm, suggestions to avoid Grid’s 2023 preferred draft alignment avoided the

archaeology site at RG012. positioning of pylons within the proposed

development area. While we did envisage some
oversail, we did not consider this should interfere
with the solar farm operation. We moved the
position of RG012 (now RGO013) slightly north to
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Change Requested

Change Made

Suggest relocating pylon RG044 away
from Hoggs Barn.

Suggest that an alternative project route
would reduce effects on woodland
including on a private nature reserve at
Brick Kiln Lane, NR16 1SA - including by
relocating pylons RG048 and RG049 away
from small woodland.

Suggest that the Project is routed away
from Heywood Road. Including, moving
pylons RG069 to RG074 to the west to
avoid residential areas and reduce visual
impacts.

Suggestions to underground the section of
the Project where it crosses the Waveney
Valley.

Suggestions around relocating pylons
RG090-RG096, specifically:

e Suggests pylons RG092, RG093 and
RGO094 are relocated away from
residences;

e Suggests RG090-RG093 and RG096
be moved 200 m east to reduce visual
impact;

e Suggests RG090 to RG093 be moved
to the eastern boundary of Millway; and

avoid the archaeological site identified at this
location.

National Grid amended the location of RG044
along the draft alignment to move it out of / to the
edge of the open view to the north-west from
Hoggs Barn and also repositioned RG043 to also
benefit further from screening. The pylons were
moved so that they are both positioned to benefit
from screening by some existing woodland though
much depends on the viewing position and
direction.

National Grid made a change between RG046 and
RGO050, that moved the 2023 preferred draft
alignment further east and therefore further away
from the woodland and private nature reserve at
Brick Kiln Lane, thus overall, reducing potential
effects on woodland.

National Grid made a change between RG070 and
RGO073 and removed the single angle pylon at
RGO072 (replacing it with two angle pylons but each
with smaller direction changes) and moved the
2023 preferred draft alignment further west in this
area.

National Grid continued to investigate the
development of the appropriate design solution in
the vicinity of the Waveney Valley via a range of
investigations. The baseline remained using the
overhead lines as set out in the 2023 non-statutory
consultation. However, for the 2024 statutory
consultation we consulted on a Waveney Valley
Alternative (WVA) which included a section of
underground cable between approximately RG084
and RG090.

National Grid made a change between RG090 and
RG100 (amended to RG099). This change was
required due to the presence of Brook airstrip and
solar farm developments. Further assessment on
the potential impact of the Project on this airstrip
identified a need to move the alignment further
east. This change then moved pylons RG091,
RG092, RG093 and RG094 further east, therefore
going some way to achieving the changes
requested to move further away from residences.
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Change Requested

Change Made

e Suggests a change in angle of the
route so that pylons are sited in parallel
through Millway Field North.

Request to move pylons RG117 to RG132
to reduce impacts on agricultural activities.

Suggestions to move individual pylons or
combinations of pylons between RG127 to
RG129 further from the Grade Il Listed
Hempnalls Hall (also residential) and
nearby wildlife interests and a Roman site.

Suggest that pylons RG142 and RG143
are relocated in the valley.

Suggestions around relocating pylons
RG160 and RG161, specifically:

e Suggest that pylon RG160 is moved 40
m south- east to the corner of the field,
as close to the hedge as possible. If
not possible, suggest that RG160
should be moved 10 m south, as close
to the roadside as possible (plan
provided by respondent); and

e Suggest that pylon RG161 is moved 40
m south-west of its original placement,
into the dog leg area of land in the
south-west of the field. If not possible,
suggest that RG161 should be moved
20 m east, as close to the hedge
boundary as possible for ease of
farming usage to reduce limitations to
farming operations (plan provided by
respondent).

Suggestions that pylons RG174 and
RG173 are relocated (to minimise impact
on Hascot Hill). More specifically:

National Grid made a change between RG118 and
RG123 (amended to RG119 and RG124) to move
the alignment to the west to enable pylons to be
positioned closer to field boundaries.

We also changed the 2023 preferred draft
alignment between RG123 and RG130 which
moved the draft alignment further to the east,
further away from Hempnalls Hall and the other
features identified.

National Grid didn't move the 2023 preferred draft
alignment further east to the other side of a
property to utilise lower ground in the valley. This
change would have moved the draft alignment
closer to a greater number of properties at
Mendlesham Green. We did shift the pylon
positions along the draft alignment at the crossing
of the driveway of Palgrave Farm with the pylons
then approximately equidistant to each side of the
drive.

National Grid reviewed the 2023 preferred draft
alignment in this area and moved RG161
(amended to RG162) to the south-west by
approximately 50 m which met the requirement of
the proposed change. It was not possible to move
RG160 (amended to RG161) further south due to
the space required to erect scaffolding during
construction.

National Grid made a change to the pylon
locations along the draft alignment in order to
address this request. Pylons RG173 to RG176
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Change Requested

Change Made

e Suggest that pylon RG174 is relocated
approximately 50 -100 m from the
centre of the field to the field's southern
boundary (to minimise impact on
Hascot Hill Valley); and

e Suggest that pylon RG174 is relocated
a short way further south across the
field (i.e., to mitigate impact on barn
owls, visual impact).

Request to realign RG191 - RG201 to
avoid impact on equestrian business.

Request to move the alignment further
away from residential properties along
Ipswich Road.

Suggest that pylon JC016 is relocated
away from Pigeons Lane and Spring
Road.

Suggestions around relocating the Project
in the Raydon/ Notley/ Great Wenham/
Little Wenham areas, specifically:

e Suggest the use of underground cables
between pylons JC018 and JC040;

e Suggest use of underground cables at
Raydon;

e Suggest that underground cables are
used between JC033 and JCO035;

(amended to RG177) were repositioned to lower
ground in order to reduce the visual impacts.
Through addressing this change, we also moved
RG174 (amended to RG175) to be closer to a field
boundary.

National Grid made a change to the 2023
preferred draft alignment from RG191 (amended
to RG192) to RG200. The draft alignment
continued south-east from RG191 before turning
east crossing Blood Lane to then rejoin the 2023
preferred draft alignment at RG200. This change
reduced potential impacts on the equestrian
business at RG196 and moved the alignment
further away from residential properties along
Ipswich Road.

An additional outcome of this change was that
rather than having multiple crossings of the
existing 132 kV overhead line we undergrounded
the section of 132 kV overhead line from the first
point of crossing near Middle Wood through to the
north of Bramford Substation which reduced the
potential effects.

National Grid assessed alternative alignments in
this area to move JC016 further away from the
property on the corner of Pigeon's Lane and
Spring Lane. We are proposing a slight change to
the 2023 preferred draft alignment which would
move JCO016 further to the west increasing the
separation between the pylon and closest property
from approximately 90 m to approximately 180 m.

National Grid made a change to the siting of the
CSE compound to the north of Raydon Airfield,
extending the underground cable length by
approximately 1.5 km. This change moved the
2023 preferred draft alignment from approximately
JC026 to JC034 further north away from Little
Wenham and Great Wenham.
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Change Requested

Change Made

Suggest use of underground cables up
to Raydon airfield (pylon JC034);

Suggestion that the Project is routed
away from / the Project should not be
located at Great Wenham and Little
Wenham;

Suggest that the use of underground
cables is extended from the National
Landscape (previously known as an

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

(AONB)) further past Little Wenham

and Great Wenham;

Suggest that the Cable Sealing End
(CSE) compound should be closer to
Notley Park and at a reduced level with
full screening (e.g., not just palisade
fencing);

Suggest that the CSE compound is
sited such that it is supplied by pylon
JC034, in an empty site directly south
of pylon JCO35;

Suggest that the CSE compound
should be sited at the Raydon Road
end of the Enterprise Park, within its
boundary;

Concern that pylon JC030 is too far on
a bend,;

Suggest that pylon JC030 is relocated
away from Little Wenham to minimise
impact on heritage assets;

Suggest pylon JC035 is routed further
east from its proposed location;

Suggest that pylons JC036, JC037 and
JC038 are removed and that instead
underground cables are routed farther
from Pipers Went and other properties
at the eastern end of Raydon; and

Suggest relocating pylons JC039,
JC040 and CSE compound away from
the Notley Enterprise Park (as a flying
site for Raydon and District Model
Aircraft Club).

Suggestions around relocating pylons
JC021 and JC022, specifically:

National Grid moved JC021 and JC022 slightly
further north-east which went some way to
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Change Requested

Change Made

e Suggest that pylon JC021 is moved
slightly north to prevent blocking
farmers entry, fitting in the corner of the
farmland;

e Suggest that pylons JC021 and JC022
are moved further apart to east and
west respectively, as these pylons are
much closer together than those on
either side; and

e Suggest that pylon JC022 is moved
north-west further from the badger set
and public footpath.

Suggest that the split section of
underground cables (east of Great
Horkesley) is routed away from Knowles
Barn Farm.

Request to move alignment further away
from residential properties at Aldham.

Suggest that pylons TB090 and TB091 are
relocated to the edge of the field to reduce
visual impact on the landscape and listed
building.

Request to avoid impacts on dog walking
business at Ruffian’s Wood.

Suggest that the TB093 is re-routed further
south out of a field located south of
properties.

achieving the changes requested as this moved
JCO022 further away from the public footpath and
JC021 away from the farmer’s field entry point.

National Grid reviewed the section of underground
cable in this area and removed the split in the
underground cable corridor by restricting the
working area, though this was partly offset by a
greater use of adjacent farmland for temporary soll
storage. This moved the 2023 preferred draft
alignment further south and therefore the
proposed area of works no longer impacts the
property and garden at Knowles Barn Farm.

National Grid made a small change to the 2023
preferred draft alignment and associated pylon
positions around TB054, TB055 and TB056 that
moved the 2023 preferred draft alignment slightly
further east and south-east from the properties at
the edge of Aldham.

National Grid made a change from pylon TB089
(amended to TB088) to TB092 (amended to
TB091) which moved them to the western edge of
the field as far as practicable which went some
way to responding to this request. This change
also moved the alignment further towards the
western edge of Ruffian’s Wood in an effort to
reduce the impacts to the dog walking business,
which was further addressed through the routeing
of the construction haul road.

National Grid made a change to the position of
pylon TB093 along the 2023 preferred draft
alignment in order to move out of direct views of
the property to the north. Due to a planning
application for a solar farm in the location of
TB094 (amended to TB092) to TB096 (amended
to TB094) it was not possible to move the draft
alignment due to the preference to avoid placing
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Change Requested

Change Made

Suggest that the Project is routed through
the proposed mineral extraction area as
opposed to routeing south towards
residential properties.

Suggest that pylons TB112-TB116 are
moved north to avoid game bird sporting
area at farming business and so that the
CSE compound is at a more easily
accessible location from the road. Another
suggestion that pylons TB112-TB116 are
located at the edge of fields or in the
centre of blocks of land on farm business.

Reroute pylons TB130-TB133 to reduce
impact on property and farm access.

Suggest that the Project is re-routed to
follow a more direct route between pylons
TB148 and TB153.

Suggest that pylons TB151, TB152 and
TB153 are re-spaced to reduce impact on
property value and views. Another
suggestion that pylon TB152 should be
moved west of Mashbury Road and out of
the field to reduce visual impact on village.

pylons within solar farms where practicable. We
proposed wider Order Limits to allow further
realignment should the solar farm not proceed.

National Grid made a change to straighten the
2023 preferred draft alignment through the
proposed mineral extraction area. At the same
time, we repositioned some pylons and
progressed with widened Order Limits, to facilitate
modifications to minimise the potential for
sterilisation of mineral resources, should the
planning status of the mineral site change.

National Grid moved the alignment further north
with the CSE compounds located closer together
within the same field. This reduced the amount of
underground cable required for the crossing of the
existing 400 kV overhead line and therefore
reduced the impacts on the cricket bat willow
trees. This option also reduced potential impacts
on the game bird sporting area.

With regards to TB112-TB116, we made a slight
change to the 2023 preferred draft alignment
which moved these pylons slightly further north
and east, we also located pylons TB112 to TB117
to the edge of fields where practicable.

National Grid made a change to the 2023
preferred draft alignment between TB130 and
TB132 (amended to TB131 and TB133) which
moved the alignment, including the angle pylon,
further south away from the property.

National Grid modified the 2023 preferred draft
alignment that straightened the alignment between
TB147 and TB153 and moved the alignment
slightly further away from existing and proposed
properties.

National Grid changed the 2023 preferred draft
alignment and pylon locations between TB147
(amended to TB148) and TB154 (amended to
TB155), this change straightened the draft
alignment and removed the angle pylon at TB150
and TB153. Due to restrictions on span lengths
when crossing over the road it was not possible to
move TB152 to the west of the road, however we
moved TB152 to the north and east of its previous
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Change Requested

Change Made

Suggests TB174 should be moved south
along the existing line to obscure pylons

behind trees and reduce effects on views
from residences.

Suggest that pylon TB180 is relocated as
near to the southern boundary of the field
as is feasible.

Relocate pylons TB192-TB198 as current
positioning does not account for size of
modern farm machinery with 30 m
tramlines.

Suggest that pylons TB220 and TB221
should be moved westwards.

Suggest that pylon TB224 is relocated
further north so that it is no longer located
at 'pinch point' in Bellway's landholdings
(so that the delivery of access between the
two is not restricted).

location, thus moving it further away from
properties on Mashbury Road.

National Grid moved TB174 slightly further south
along the 2023 preferred draft alignment as
requested.

National Grid reviewed the alignment around
TB180 and moved TB180 further towards the
southern field boundary.

National Grid reviewed the 2023 preferred draft
alignment in the area in light of feedback to move
pylons to field boundaries or to account for the
size of modern farm machinery. We changed the
2023 preferred draft alignment in this area to
respond to the change requested to a degree. We
were not able to move all pylons in this area to
field boundaries due to span lengths but where not
possible ensured appropriate space was left for
equipment.

In response to feedback in this area we took
forward an alignment moved further west in this
location to route just to the east of a gas pipeline.
This reduced effects on residential properties and
listed buildings in the Dunton Wayletts area and
reduced the potential to restrict development
identified by Basildon District Council to meet
housing need and proposed on land to the east of
the proposed Dunton Hills Garden Village site,
south of the A127. This led to some increased
interaction with the proposed solar farm.

National Grid amended the 2023 preferred
alignment in this area due to the presence of
several proposed developments. The location of
TB224 was therefore moved slightly to the west of
the location proposed at the 2023 non-statutory
consultation. It was not possible to move TB224
further north due to routeing constraints around
the gas pipeline crossing. Moving TB224 to the
west into a more open area was considered to
provide more flexibility for delivery of access.
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6.6.3 Where it became available, new information was taken into consideration in the
development of the Project. New information (such as business activities, planning
applications, environmental findings, etc.) was obtained outside the 2023 non-
statutory consultation through discussions with landowners and stakeholder
discussions, and environmental or engineering studies and assessments. Any
changes made as a result of ongoing engagement are summarised in Table 6.8 of

this report.

Table 6.8  Summary of Changes Made as a Result of New Information

Change Requested

Change Made

Concern about battery storage
development which awaits planning
agreements.

Movement of pylons RG025 and RG030
along alignment.

Moving pylon RG025 north-east along
alignment into corner of field or south-west
along alignment further into field.

Moving pylon RG030 North along
alignment and West onto corner of dog-leg
in field.

Concern about potential impacts to South
Norfolk Model Flying Club.

Concern about the interaction of RG093 to
RG096 with solar farm.

Avoid impacts to setting of moat to east of
RG112 identified by Historic England.

Move further away from Mellis Common
Conservation Area.

National Grid changed the 2023 preferred draft
alignment between RG001 and RG007 (amended
to RG001 and RG008) south of Norwich Main
Substation in order to reduce potential impacts on
a proposed battery storage development. The
2023 preferred draft alignment was moved to the
west, which required an additional pylon, but
reduced interaction with the proposed
development.

National Grid moved RGO030 slightly further north
to the corner of the field which also moved RG029
slightly further north. RG025 was also moved
along the 2023 preferred draft alignment, however
it was not possible to move this pylon into the
corner of the field.

National Grid also made a minor realignment to
the west which increased the separation from
South Norfolk Model Flying Club to approximately
200 m which went some way to reduce potential
impacts.

National Grid made a change between RG090 and
RG100. This change addressed potential closure
of Brook airstrip and reduced interaction with solar
farm development. This change also moved
pylons RG093 and RG094 further east and
reduced potential impacts on one planned solar
farm but transferred them (at a lower level) to an
adjacent solar farm due to the positioning of
residential property and the airstrip influencing the
alignment.

National Grid made a change between RG103
(amended to RG102) and RG116 (amended to
RG117) to adopt the alignment of the existing 13
2kV overhead line for approximately 2 km, to then
realign south to the west of Burgate Road. This
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Change Requested

Change Made

Move north of Great Wood to move further
away from various listed buildings and
residential properties to reduce visual
impacts.

Movement of pylons RG135 and RG136 to
reduce impact on agricultural operations.

Suggestion to adjust location of pylons
RG147-RG152.

Movement of number of pylons into field
margins/hedgerows and changing location
of angle pylon RG157 to increase distance
from Grade II* listed property (RG153-
RG161).

Suggestion to cut corner of underground
cable swathe to avoid trees
(TB011/TB012).

Underground section to the west of
Bobbitts Hall — resident was concerned
about the ‘protected boundary’ to west of
their property and requested the cable
working area be reduced to avoid impacts
to it. Also had concerns about the road
being impacted if trenchless method was
going to be used (requested Horizontal
Directional Drilling (HDD) here)

Concern about the impact of TBOO5 on
Grade Il listed building at Bounds Farm
and of underground cable construction
swathe on woodland to the south of the
property.

Concern about the impact on trees around
TB010-TBO11.

change reduced potential impacts on nearby
historical assets. This change moved the draft
alignment to the north of Great Wood and
therefore further away from Mellis Common.

National Grid moved RG135 (amended to RG136)
slightly further south along the 2023 preferred draft
alignment. We were unable to move RG136
(amended to RG137) further south due to the need
to retain distance between the pylon and the road
for protective scaffolding during construction and
maintenance.

National Grid changed the 2023 preferred draft
alignment between RG147 (now RG148) and
RG152 (now RG153) to adjust the alignment to
move RG147 to RG150 further east into a field
used as a paddock rather than a farmed field (at
the time). This change led to a move of RG152
west into the neighbouring field.

By moving the position of an angle pylon to the
next pylon to the north, along with slight increase
in the angle of direction change, the alignment was
moved further from the Grade II* listed property.

National Grid restricted the underground cable
construction swathe to avoid the trees at this
location.

At Bobbitts Hall construction potentially cannot be
restricted to the west side of an area of hedgerow
albeit it may be possible subject to ground
investigation. It may also be possible to work to
either side to avoid direct effects to the hedgerow.

National Grid are narrowed the underground cable
construction swathe in order to retain the
woodland to the south of Bounds Farm.

National Grid narrowed the underground cable
construction swathe in order to retain these trees.
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Change Requested Change Made

National Grid made a slight change to the 2023

TB041-TB045 would impact planning preferred draft alignment between TB041
application for Fordham Reservoir. (amended to TB040) and TB045 (amended to
Planning application for a reservoir which  TB044) which moved the draft alignment slightly
is now being built which would be further east to avoid a new private reservoir and
impacted by TB043. also removed the angle pylon at TB043 to reduce

Concern about fishing activity under
overhead lines at lake at TB0O04 and
TBO007.

Concerns about clearance for take-off and
landing at Thurrock Airstrip.

visual effects to some degree.

National Grid changed the 2023 preferred draft

alignment between TB004 and TBOO7 to move

slightly further south to the southern edge of the
fishing lake.

Following discussions with Thurrock Airfield we
identified potential interaction with flight activities;
we addressed this by adding a pylon which
enabled us to keep pylon heights to a minimum at
this location so as not to impact flight activity.

6.7

6.7.1

6.7.2

6.7.3

Table 6.9

Ongoing Engagement Between Consultations

National Grid undertook ongoing engagement activities with stakeholders throughout
the development of the proposed Project including outside of the non-statutory and
statutory consultation periods. This informal or non-statutory engagement was
undertaken through various mechanisms to keep key stakeholders informed about
the progress of the proposed Project, inform the ongoing design of the proposed
Project and enable timely discussions on opportunities and concerns identified

Appendix A of this report provides an overview of engagement activities with
stakeholders held prior to and during the 2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations
and the 2024 statutory consultation.

Table 6.9 provides a summary of the ongoing engagement activities undertaken with
PILs prior to and during the 2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations and the 2024
statutory consultation.

Summary of Engagement Activities Undertaken with PILs prior to and during the

2022 and 2023 non-statutory consultations and the 2024 statutory consultation.

Date Engagement activity undertaken with PILs
27 January 2022 Non-contact land referencing commenced
8 April 2022 National Grid mailed an information pack to PILs which

included an introduction letter and invitation to meet the lands
team
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Date

Engagement activity undertaken with PILs

21 April 2022 to 16 June 2022
(2022 non-statutory
consultation)

15 August 2022 and 16
August 2022

27 June 2023 to 21 August
2023

(2023 non-statutory
consultation)

16 October 2023
12 January 2024

5 February 2024 to 10 April
2024

March 2024

9 April 2024 to 17 July 2024

10 April 2024 to 16 July 2024
(2024 statutory consultation)

5 July 2024

National Grid held various landowner meetings at events and
on-site during the 2022 non-statutory consultation

National Grid commenced land agent briefing events

National Grid held various landowner meetings at events and
on-site during the 2023 non-statutory consultation

National Grid sent contact land referencing LIQs to PILs

National Grid undertook pre-statutory consultation landowner
engagement and sent an invitation to meet to 1,118 PILs.

National Grid undertook pre-statutory consultation meetings
with PILs

National Grid undertook landowner and agents briefings on the
new/updated National Grid Land Rights Strategy

Unregistered land notices erected onsite and monitored

National Grid held various landowner meetings at events and
on-site during the 2024 statutory consultation

National Grid sent out intrusive survey licenses

6.7.4 A summary of headline issues raised through feedback received after the close of the
2023 non-statutory consultation (22 August 2023) up to and including the day before
the 2024 statutory consultation (9 April 2024) is included in Table 6.10 of this report.
The table also details how National Grid’s has had regard to the feedback received.
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Table 6.10 Summary of Headline Issues Raised Between 22 August 2023 and 9 April 2024 and how National Grid have had

regard to matters raised.

Headline Issue

Matters Raised

National Grid regard to matters raised

South Norfolk

Agricultural land

Community / Social impact
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Feedback concerning the removal of
valuable agricultural land / disruption to
farming operations

Feedback concerning the impact of the
Project on children / families / residents
/ communities and becoming encircled

by overhead lines

National Grid is and will continue to work
with all landowners, including farmers,
who may be affected by the proposals to
understand the impacts on their
operations and to work with them as the
Project is developed. We will seek to work
with the farming community to limit
disruption where practicable. This includes
providing prior warning of works which
may result in the need to move livestock.
Compensation claims for disturbance are
considered on a case-by-case basis if
negative impact on farming operations can
be proven. Particular agricultural matters
can also be addressed through voluntary
land agreements

National Grid recognises people may have
concerns about the potential impacts of
living close to an overhead line, and that
the uncertainty whilst the proposals are
developed may cause anxiety.

We have sought to reduce potential
effects on communities, residents —
including children — through routing and
design. We have also sought to reduce
concern or uncertainty about the

proposals through making timely design
decisions and engaging with people and
stakeholders as part of the development of
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Headline Issue

Matters Raised

National Grid regard to matters raised
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the Project. If the Project received
Development Consent, the Project team
would continue to engage with people
potentially affected during construction
through regular communication including
letters, phone calls and meetings, where
necessary.

National Grid is committed to working with
local suppliers, facilitated by supporting
forums (such as the local Chambers), on
electricity industry skills and workforce
planning. National Grid is also committed
to providing a coordinated regional
approach to jobs and skills opportunities.
This commitment is broader than the
individual project and separate to any
commitments under the proposed
development consent order for this
Project. The socio-economic effects of the
project are assessed in Chapter 15 of the
Environmental Statement (document
reference 6.15). Post construction job
opportunities are limited given the nature
of the development however we will still
work with Local Authorities (including
facilitating local partners) to understand
what is important to them around skills
and employment to ensure we leave a
lasting positive legacy in the communities
where we operate. With regards to a
delivery mechanism, the above measures
will be delivered as part of our community
benefit package, which will look at both
local and regional initiatives. This will be
delivered outside the development
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Headline Issue Matters Raised National Grid regard to matters raised

consent process and is not a material
consideration in the decision on the
proposed Project or a matter to be
secured as part of the DCO, as per the
Community Funds for Transmission
Infrastructure: Guidance (DESNZ, 2025).

Feedback concerning over-development With regards to multiple developments

of the area and cumulative impact with impacting specific areas and / or

existing overhead lines, including other  receptors, planning applications for each

project developers development would be considered on their
own merit by the relevant determining
authorities. Any such application would be
considered in accordance with planning
policy and considerations, such as scale,
suitability, and need. Where there is
certainty of a development (such as a new
residential development, an offshore wind
farm and its associated onshore
equipment etc.) being constructed, and
there is adequate information in the public
domain to understand the impacts of that
development on the receiving
environment, these will be considered
within the cumulative effects assessment
of the Project. The cumulative effects
assessment will follow the Planning
Inspectorate’s Advice Note 17 ‘Cumulative
Effects Assessment’ and will be presented
in the Environmental Statement (ES).
National Grid will continue to engage with
other developers who are proposing
development in proximity of the Project to
understand their requirements.
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Headline Issue Matters Raised National Grid regard to matters raised

Construction impacts Feedback concerning disruption from An Environmental Statement (ES)

construction (document reference: Volume 6:
Environmental Statement) has been
prepared in accordance with the
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) (EIA) Regulations
2017 (‘the Infrastructure EIA Regulations’).
The ES identifies and assesses the likely
significant effects on the environment
resulting from the construction of the
Project and recommends appropriate
mitigation to reduce effects.

Environmental mitigation measures have
been defined within each environmental
topic chapter and set out in relevant
management documents submitted with
the Development Consent Order (DCO)
application, including the Outline Code of
Construction Practice (CoCP) (document
reference 7.2), the Outline Construction
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP)
(document reference 7.3) the Outline
Landscape and Ecological Management
Plan (LEMP) (document reference 7.4)
and the Draft Archaeological Mitigation
Strategy and Outline Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) (document reference
7.5).

Consultation Feedback criticising works at Wortham National Grid has considered the
Ling Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), respondent’s feedback highlighting a
including the invasive nature, advance preference for an alternative moved away
notice of works, site attendees and risk ~ from Wortham Ling. Beyond alternatives
assessment and method statement set out in the Design Development Report
(RAMS) (DDR) in this area, and in the absence of
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Headline Issue

Matters Raised

National Grid regard to matters raised
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Feedback concerning borehole drilling
undertaken at Wortham Ling SSSI when
it only accounts for 0.25% of the whole
route

a specific basis for the change or a
proposed alternative alignment, we have
considered this feedback by following the
guidance in the Holford Rules in
developing the draft alignment. Guidelines
on overhead line routeing are known as
the ‘Holford Rules’ which remain a
valuable tool in selecting and assessing
potential overhead line route options as
part of the options appraisal process.

National Grid has carefully considered
alternatives to the 2023 preferred draft
alignment. This includes alternatives to the
west of Diss as outlined by the respondent
with consideration of overhead line only
alternatives and alternatives combining
overhead line with some sections of
underground cable. Whilst this alternative
avoids the cluster of residential properties
at Roydon and Bressingham, compared
with the 2023 preferred draft alignment,
the closest residential properties are at
approximately similar distances from the
nearest pylon in both and we note that the
majority of the properties in Bressingham,
Roydon and Diss benefit from some
screening of views by trees or intervening
property. The crossing location is much
closer to areas of ecological interest and
where there is a greater extent of peat
soils and where there is expected to be a
greater focus for nature recovery areas.
Overall National Grid considers that the
option outlined by the respondent is less
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Headline Issue Matters Raised National Grid regard to matters raised

preferred to the 2023 preferred draft
alignment on the basis of greater heritage,
ecology and soils effects. We therefore
are not currently proposing a change to
the 2023 preferred draft alignment in this
location. We will continue to make
changes to the 2024 preferred draft
alignment where practicable as we receive
further feedback and as the Project

develops.
Criticism that the Project has been National Grid’s route development
routed to avoid Bressingham Museum decision making takes account of a range
but not routed to avoid the village of of factors including technical constraints,
Roydon environmental and socio-economic

feature. In many locations it is the
combination of constraints that influence
the route rather than a single element or
feature meaning that the premise of the
feedback being a local response of
avoiding a single feature at the perceived
expense of others is considered incorrect.
In this case routeing is guided by
opportunities to pass between homes and
buildings and then influenced by other
effects that may arise. The Design
Development Report (document reference
5.15). sets out the reasons for preference
for the project alignment over others
further west and further east. It is pertinent
to note that there is no guidance that
specifies a minimum separation from
residential property that suggests that
routeing between Roydon and
Bressingham is not appropriate. The
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Headline Issue Matters Raised National Grid regard to matters raised

implied alternative to oversail the Museum
would generally not be favoured because
of the additional pylon height required to
achieve the appropriate safety clearances,
additional heights that increases effects,
including landscape, visual and heritage.
further. Even if oversail of the museum
was considered potentially to be
acceptable there are other effects that
count against this alternative arising from
impacts on ecology and woodland.

DESIGN CHANGE (CR) Suggest that the Project is routed away  National Grid has considered the
from / should not be located at Diss / respondent’s feedback highlighting a
Swardeston / Swainsthorpe / Roydon / preference for an alternative moved away
residential properties / small private from the Diss, Swardeston, Swainsthorpe,
nature reserve in Bunwell, Norfolk Roydon and Bunwell. In the absence of a

specific basis for the change or a
proposed alternative alignment, we have
considered this feedback by following the
guidance in the Holford Rules in
developing the draft alignment. Guidelines
on overhead line routeing are known as
the Holford Rules which remain a valuable
tool in selecting and assessing potential
overhead line route options as part of the
options appraisal process.

Suggest that pylons RG36 to RG38 are  National Grid has routed and sited the

located away from residential properties 2023 preferred draft alignment in

in Forncett St Peter accordance with the Holford Rules. In
order to move RG036 to RG040 further
away from residential properties we would
have to increase the length of the
overhead line and increase the number of
angle pylons, which would be less

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury 190



Headline Issue Matters Raised National Grid regard to matters raised

consistent with the Holford Rules. The
alignment is also approximately midway
between properties at RG038 so
movement to benefit one property
increases effects on another. For these
reasons we are not currently proposing a
change to the 2023 preferred draft
alignment in this location in response to
this request, however we will continue to
make changes to the 2024 preferred draft
alignment as we receive further feedback
and as the Project develops.

Environmental impact Feedback concerning negative impact Through routeing and siting, National Grid
on the environment generally has sought and will continue to reduce as

far as practicable impacts on biodiversity
and in particular features of high
ecological value, such as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special
Protection Areas (SPAs), Ramsar sites
and Ancient Woodland. The process of
route design takes account of existing
biodiversity, the natural environment and,
where practicable, seeks to reduce
potential impacts on areas of ecological
sensitivity, through avoidance or
mitigation. The Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for the Project will
assess the effects on biodiversity (which
includes receptors such as SSSIs, SPAs,
Ramsar sites and Ancient Woodland) and
where necessary will detail mitigation
requirements. The assessment
methodology has been discussed and
agreed with Natural England and the
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Headline Issue Matters Raised National Grid regard to matters raised

assessment will be presented in the
Environmental Statement (ES) or Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA)
depending on potential impact pathways.
We will continue to engage with Natural
England, the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB) and other
relevant stakeholders on aspects relating
to biodiversity and the natural
environment, including appropriate
mitigation measures and techniques, and
will take their views into account as the
Project continues to develop.

Financial compensation Feedback concerning negative impact National Grid acknowledges that its

on property value proposals may cause concern to
landowners. Diminishment of property
value known as ‘injurious affection’ and
any other appropriate heads of claim
would be considered on an individual
basis in accordance with current
legislation. We would pursue a voluntary
agreement with affected landowners,
acquiring rights in accordance with our
Land Rights Strategy (the strategy is
subject to review). If a voluntary
agreement cannot be reached, then the
Compulsory Purchase Code allows for a
claim of compensation for the loss that
property owners may have suffered as a
direct result of the retained part of your
property ownership being worth less as a
direct result of the works.
If there are any specific concerns about
the devaluation of property, National Grid
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Suggest that National Grid adheres to
the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
regulatory guidance CAP 738 which
imposes specific requirements on
developer’s vertical structures (including

pylons)

Feedback concerning the siting of
overhead lines as presenting a risk to
light aircrafts in the area and that the
project should be routed away from the
clubs / airfields (e.g. South Norfolk
Model Aircraft Flying Club)

would advise seeking third party advice. or
alternatively please contact the Project
team:

Norwich-Tilbury@fishergerman.co.uk
or by calling us on Freephone 0808 175
3314.

Alternatively, you can write to Norwich to
Tilbury Land Team, Fisher German, The
Atrium, Risby Business Park, Newmarket
Road, Risby, Bury St Edmunds, 1P28
6RD.

National Grid has appointed an
independent aviation consultancy which
has engaged with (with National Grid also
present) the relevant airfields potentially
affected as part of the proposed route to
inform their impact assessment. Following
consultation with the operators, it has
been assessed that, with the Project as it
IS proposed, operations of airfields will not
be affected.

National Grid understands the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) regulatory
guidance and will continue to engage with
nearby airfields and associated
stakeholders as appropriate. Further
information on the assessment of airfields
can be found in the Environmental
Statement (ES Chapter 15: Socio-
Economic, Recreating and Tourism
(document reference 6.15) and Appendix
15.2: Review of Aviation Impact
(document reference 6.15.A2).
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Heritage Feedback concerning negative impact Through routeing and siting National Grid
on heritage/ listed buildings and has sought to and will continue to reduce
historical sites, including suggestions to  as far as practicable potential impacts on
route away from such sites the historic environment, including listed

buildings and known heritage assets. If
potential impacts on the historic
environment are identified, we will explore
a range of mitigation measures such as
careful siting of pylons and screening
(both new and existing) to reduce potential
impacts where practicable. This will be
presented within the Historic Environment
Assessment which will be written up and
will form part of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for the Project. We will
continue to engage with Historic England
and relevant Local Planning Authorities
(LPASs) on aspects relating to heritage,
including appropriate mitigation measures
and techniques and will take their views
into account as the Project continues to

develop.
Public Rights of Way (PROWS) Feedback concerning negative impact Through routeing and siting, National Grid
on PRoWs, including Angles Way has sought to and will continue to reduce,

as far as practicable, impacts and
disruption to Public Rights of Way
(PRoW). The iterative process of route
design has identified the existing PRoW
network and their wider connectivity and
sought where practicable to reduce and
where possible remove impacts to PRoW.
If mitigation is required, measures may
include the temporary closure of PRoW
during the construction phase, and where
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Visual Impact
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Feedback concerning negative impact
on landscape / views

practicable a diversion to allow for the
continued use and movement of the wider
PRoW network. Effects on PRoW will be
mitigated where possible, maintaining
access where practicable, with closures as
a last resort. We will continue to engage
with relevant stakeholders on the PRoW
network to enable feedback and input to
be considered as the Project develops. A
PRoW Management Strategy will be
prepared as part of the Outline Code of
Construction Practice (CoCP) and
submitted with the Development Consent
Order (DCO) application.

The relevant National Policy Statement
(NPS) is EN-5 which makes it clear that
the Government considers overhead lines
to be appropriate and acceptable in most
instances, although it recognises that that
there may be, at particularly sensitive
locations, potential adverse landscape and
visual impacts of an overhead line that
make it inconsistent with our duties and
relevant planning policy. National Grid
through the routeing and siting exercise
has sought to reduce the impact on
landscape character and visual amenity.
We will continue to consider both
landscape character and amenity value as
we develop our proposals and seek to
reduce effects. Measures to reduce such
effects have included the use of
underground cables in the areas of
highest amenity value such as the
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Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB) and its setting and careful
consideration of siting of infrastructure and
pylons. Projects of this nature are required
to assess the potential environmental
impacts of the proposals, and report on
those, and set out proposed mitigation, in
an Environmental Statement (ES) in
accordance with the relevant
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Regulations. The EIA starts early in the
process, and, in that respect, a
considerable amount of assessment work
has been undertaken to allow preliminary
judgements to be made about the design
and routeing of the Project. This has been
set out in various publications (The
Corridor and Preliminary Routeing and
Siting Study (CPRSS), published as part
of the 2022 non-statutory consultation, the
Design Development Report, 2022 Non-
Statutory Consultation Feedback Report
and Strategic Options Backcheck and
Review, published as part of the 2023
non-statutory consultation) with feedback
helping shape the preliminary proposals.
Further detailed assessment work has
been undertaken since the 2023 non-
statutory consultation and is published in
the Preliminary Environmental Information
Report (PEIR) to accompany the statutory
consultation stage of the Project. National
Grid will be writing up its Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) that will,
in addition to other topic specific
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assessments, form the latter part of the
EIA for the Project. This will include a
write-up of an assessment on both
landscape character and visual amenity.
Where likely significant effects are
anticipated the LVIA will consider and
identify areas where it may be necessary
and appropriate to put forward potential
mitigation such as screen planting and
softening as part of an iterative design and
assessment process

Wildlife / Ecology impact Feedback concerning negative impact Through routeing, siting and detailed
on habitats / flora / plants / woodlands /  design, National Grid has sought to
hedgerows and river ecology reduce, as far as practicable, potential
Feedback concerning impact of the impacts on biodiversity including priority
Project (including overhead lines) on grassland, wetland, woodland, and
wildlife / birds (including otters, great hedgerow habitats. The design process
crested news, barn owls and bats) / has taken account of eXiSting biOdiverSity,
protected species the natural environment and, where

practicable, seeks to reduce impacts on
areas of ecological sensitivity, through
avoidance or mitigation.

Chapter 8: Ecology and Biodiversity of the
Environmental Statement (ES) (document
reference 6.8) assesses the effects on
important ecological receptors (which
includes grasslands, wetlands, woodlands
and hedgerows).

As part of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) process for the Project,
a suite of ecological surveys has been to
be undertaken. The findings of which
inform the design and approach to
mitigation.
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The Outline Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan (LEMP) (document
reference 7.4) and the Outline Code of
Construction Practice (CoCP) (document
reference 7.2) contain a list of relevant
good practice measures to avoid or
reduce impacts on valuable habitats.

The Environment Act 2021 introduces a
mandatory requirement for 10%
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) for new
Development Consent Order (DCO)
developments (which is not yet in force
and not expected until May 2026).
National Grid have committed to delivering
10% BNG with environmental and societal
benefits on all construction projects. The
BNG target for the Project is currently
voluntary and aligned with our corporate
sustainability commitment.

As well as seeking to avoid and minimise
impacts to nature, the Project considers
the land required for mitigation,
compensation and enhancement that can
deliver BNG and wider environmental
benefits. This will require delivery of offsite
Biodiversity Units via habitat creation or
enhancement actions in strategic areas,
and we will consider all offsite options that
are available to us.

Request Request for National Grid to share: Requests for information were responded
paperwork for drilling next to the to by the community relations team.
Waveney River and SSSI site examples
of where other communities are
surrounded on three sides with 50 m
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Question

tall, 400 kv powerlines, other than
Roydon

Query regarding:
e location of pylon RG37 and the soil

survey undertaken in Forncett St
Peter

e National Grid’s consideration of
moving pylons RG36 to RG38
further west, closer to the residential
properties.

Queries were responded to by the
community relations team.

Mid Suffolk

Agricultural land

Community / Social impact
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Feedback concerning the removal of
valuable agricultural land / disruption to
farming operations

Feedback concerning impact on leisure

Feedback concerning impact of the
Project on children / families / residents
/ communities

National Grid is and will continue to work
with all landowners, including farmers,
who may be affected by the proposals to
understand the impacts on their
operations and to work with them as the
Project is developed. We will seek to work
with the farming community to limit
disruption where practicable. This includes
providing prior warning of works which
may result in the need to move livestock.
Compensation claims for disturbance are
considered on a case-by-case basis if
negative impact on farming operations can
be proven. Particular agricultural matters
can also be addressed through voluntary
land agreements.

National Grid recognises people may have
concerns about the potential impacts of
living close to an overhead line, and that
the uncertainty whilst the proposals are
developed may cause anxiety.
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We have sought to reduce potential
effects on communities, residents —
including children - through routeing and
design. We have also sought to reduce
concern or uncertainty about the
proposals through making timely design
decisions and engaging with people and
stakeholders throughout the development
of the Project. If the Project received
Development Consent, the Project team
would continue to engage with people
potentially affected during construction,
through regular communication including
letters, phone calls and meetings, where
necessary. We urge anyone with
concerns to get in touch through the
Norwich to Tilbury Freephone number,
address or email, which will remain open
throughout examination.

National Grid is committed to working with
local suppliers, facilitated by supporting
forums (such as the local Chambers), on
electricity industry skills and workforce
planning. National Grid is also committed
to providing a coordinated regional
approach to jobs and skills opportunities.
This commitment is broader than the
individual project and separate to any
commitments under the proposed
development consent order for this
Project. The socio-economic effects of the
project are assessed in Chapter 15 of the
Environmental Statement (document
reference 6.15). Post construction job
opportunities are limited given the nature
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of the development however we will still
work with Local Authorities (including
facilitating local partners) to understand
what is important to them around skills
and employment to ensure we leave a
lasting positive legacy in the communities
where we operate. With regards to a
delivery mechanism, the above measures
will be delivered as part of our community
benefit package, which will look at both
local and regional initiatives. This will be
delivered outside the development
consent process and is not a material
consideration in the decision on the
proposed Project or a matter to be
secured as part of the DCO, as per the
Community Funds for Transmission
Infrastructure: Guidance (DESNZ, 2025).

DESIGN CHANGE (CR) Suggest that additional underground National Grid has carefully considered the
cables should be used in this section feedback proposing the use of
and that the Project is underground underground cable along the route in
between Mellis and Burston whole or in part, the alternatives available,

and other relevant considerations. These
include our duties and obligations under
various legislation encompassing
consideration of cost, environment, socio-
economic and engineering

factors. National Policy Statement (NPS)
EN-5 makes clear (paragraph 2.9.20) that
the government’s position is ‘that
overhead lines should be the strong
starting presumption for electricity
networks developments in general, this
presumption is reversed when proposed
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developments will cross part of a
nationally designated landscape (i.e.
National Parks, The Broads, or National
Landscapes’. Where no such designations
are present, nor is the area within the
setting of such a designated area which
may have engaged NPS EN-1 (paragraph
5.10.34) to also consider whether the use
of underground cable was justified, the
starting presumption for the Project in
most locations across the Project is an
overhead line. In line with the policy in EN-
5 (paragraphs 2.9.14 and 2.9.23) we have
also considered (i) whether an overhead
line in certain locations would likely result
in particularly significant landscape and
visual impacts (such that due
consideration should be given to the costs
and benefits of feasible alternatives to the
overhead line: paragraph 2.9.14); and (ii)
whether there is a high potential for
widespread and significant adverse
landscape and/or visual impacts (such that
the case for undergrounding must be
considered in accordance with paragraphs
2.9.24 and 2.9.25). A Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) has
been undertaken which assesses the
likely significant landscape and visual
effects from the Project. Whilst this
assessment concludes that the
introduction of an overhead line may give
rise to significant adverse effects (in
environmental impact terms), we do not
consider the Project between Mellis and
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Suggest that the Project is routed away
from Roydon Fen / Wortham Ling / the
permanent gypsy and traveller site in
Ipswich

Suggest a realignment of the route to
the east of Diss and across the
Waveney Valley, with a combination of
overground and underground cable
options

Burston meets the thresholds established
by paragraphs 2.9.14 and 2.9.23 of Policy
EN-5. The LVIA is presented in the
Environmental Statement (ES), Chapter
13: Landscape and Visual (document
reference 6.13) and this has identified any
need for additional mitigation.

National Grid has considered the
respondent’s feedback highlighting a
preference for an alternative moved away
from Roydon Fen. Beyond alternatives set
out in the Design Development Report
(DDR) in this area, and in the absence of
a specific basis for the change or a
proposed alternative alignment, we have
considered this feedback by following the
guidance in the Holford Rules in
developing the draft alignment. Guidelines
on overhead line routeing are known as
the ‘Holford Rules’ which remain a
valuable tool in selecting and assessing
potential overhead line route options as
part of the options appraisal process.

National Grid has reviewed routes passing
to the west and east of Diss explaining its
decision making during the development
of the Project in the Design Development
Reports in 2023, 2024 (which are
available on the Project website) and in
the 2025 (DDR) (document reference
5.15) and considering both overhead line
and underground cable connection
methods. In the absence of new
information or the identification of further

203



Headline Issue

Matters Raised

National Grid regard to matters raised

National Grid | August 2025 | Norwich to Tilbury

Suggest that the Project is integrated
with existing pylons (both 400 kV and
132 kV), or that existing pylons are
upgraded instead

factors no change to the position set out in
the 2025 DDR is proposed.

As part of the identification of the most
appropriate means of responding to the
reinforcement need case, National Grid
considered whether upgrades of the
existing network would be sufficient. Some
additional capability was provided by
upgrading the existing connections such
as the existing 400 kV overhead line from
Norwich to Bramford which was fitted with
new conductor bundles to almost double
the capability. Even with such
improvements (as set out in the CPRSS —
see the Project Website) additional
reinforcement was identified to be required
to respond to the scale of new connection.
Whilst noting the need to maintain the
connection provided by existing 132 kV
routes, opportunities to reduce the scale of
change of effects through modification of
the 132kV network have been reviewed.
Firstly the existing 132kV pylons cannot
be upgraded as they are not strong
enough for the weight of conductor
required. In some case the opportunity to
run parallel with existing 132kV pylons
have been taken, in other cases the
132kV has been replaced by underground
cable to allow the 400KV to take the same
alignment. Circumstances are considered
on a case by case basis and there are
also examples where there is insufficient
clearance to allow the larger 400kV
network to safely follow the same
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Environmental impact
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Feedback concerning impact on
designated sites (e.g. SSSI, ancient
woodland, an RSPB reserve, nature
reserve)

Feedback concerning negative impact
on the environment generally

alignment. Overall it is considered that the
existing networks have been modified to
the extent possible whilst achieving an
efficient basis to meet the reinforcement
need.

Through routeing and siting, National Grid
has sought and will continue to reduce as
far as practicable impacts on biodiversity
and in particular features of high
ecological value, such as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special
Protection Areas (SPAs), Ramsar sites
and Ancient Woodland. The process of
route design takes account of existing
biodiversity, the natural environment and,
where practicable, seeks to reduce
potential impacts on areas of ecological
sensitivity, through avoidance or
mitigation. The Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for the Project will
assess the effects on biodiversity (which
includes receptors such as SSSIs, SPAs,
Ramsar sites and Ancient Woodland) and
where necessary will detail mitigation
requirements. The assessment
methodology has been discussed and
agreed with Natural England and the
assessment will be presented in the
Environmental Statement (ES) or Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA)
depending on potential impact pathways.
We will continue to engage with Natural
England, the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB) and other
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relevant stakeholders on aspects relating
to biodiversity and the natural
environment, including appropriate
mitigation measures and techniques, and
will take their views into account as the
Project continues to develop

Financial compensation Feedback concerning negative impact National Grid acknowledges that its
on property value proposals may cause concern to

landowners. Diminishment of property
value known as ‘injurious affection’ and
any other appropriate heads of claim will
be considered on an individual basis in
accordance with current legislation. We
will pursue a voluntary agreement with
affected landowners, acquiring rights in
accordance with our Land Rights Strategy
(the strategy is subject to review). If a
voluntary agreement cannot be reached,
then the Compulsory Purchase Code
allows for a claim of compensation for the
loss that property owners may have
suffered as a direct result of the retained
part of your property ownership being
worth less as a direct result of the works. If
there are any specific concerns about the
devaluation of property National Grid
would advise seeking third party advice or
alternatively, please contact the Project
team: Norwich-
Tilbury@fishergerman.co.uk or by calling
us on Freephone 0808 175 3314.
Alternatively, you can write to Norwich to
Tilbury Land Team, Fisher German, The
Atrium, Risby Business Park, Newmarket
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Road, Risby, Bury St Edmunds, 1P28
6RD. Health, Safety and Wellbeing 4.4.51
Concern that the Project may result in a
negative impact on mental health / health
and wellbeing. National Grid recognises
people may have concerns about the
health effects of living close to an
overhead line, and that the uncertainty
whilst the proposals are developed may
cause anxiety.

Heritage Feedback concerning impacts on Through routeing and siting National Grid
archaeology and sites of significance has sought to reduce as far as practicable

potential impacts on the historic
environment. The impacts of the Project
on the historic environment are assessed
in Chapter 11: Historic Environment of the
Environmental Statement (ES) (document
reference 6.11). The assessment
considers the potential impact on
archaeology, historic buildings and historic
landscapes and includes assessment of
potential for physical impact, impact
through change to setting that affects the
value of a heritage asset and impact
through indirect factors such as change in
hydromorphology. The assessment is
supported by walkover, setting and
geophysical surveys, as documented in
Appendix 11.1 Historic Environment
Baseline Report (document reference
6.11.A1) and Appendix 11.4 Geophysical
Survey Results Report (document
reference 6.11.A4). Archaeological trial
trench evaluation has also been
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Visual Impact
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Feedback concerning negative impact
on landscape, including at Aldham and
Fordham and suggestions that an
alternative route should be used

Feedback concerning the Project will be
unsightly / visually intrusive (e.g.
overhead lines, CSE compounds and
substations)

undertaken and is reported in Appendix
11.5 Trial Trenching Results Report
(document reference 6.11.A5). In addition
to the proposals in the Outline Landscape
and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP)
(document reference 7.4), the Outline
Archaeological Mitigation S